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Dear Butler County Farm Bureau Member, 
I am James Thiele, President of the Butler County Farm Bureau. I am writing to ask for your contin-
ued support of our organization through payment of your membership dues for 2026. Your mem-
bership is crucial to assure the future and strength of our county Farm Bureau. 

Butler County Farm Bureau was founded to help assist and educate farmers and rural landowners as 
well as promoting and protecting agriculture and rural life. In the past year these are some of the 
issues our Farm Bureau has worked on: 

• Finally got the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act Signed into Law 
• Went to Hershey for Farm Bureaus Annual Meeting and Advocated for Local Butler County Issues 
• Sponsored a farm tour for our elected federal, state, and local representatives to enlighten them 

on important farm issues 
• Sponsored Farm Bureau policies for adoption at the State level 
• Promoted youth education through Ag in the Classroom, Farm Bureau’s Ag Science Labs, FFA and 

4H programs 
• Travelled to Washington, D.C., and Harrisburg to meet with our representatives on current issues 
• Supporting Local Business with the Buy Local Business Directory 
• This is just some of the work that Butler County Farm Bureau has been engaged. Your member-

ship is vital in dealing with and keeping abreast of farm and rural issues. Butler County Farm    
Bureau is relevant with over 1004 voting members, and part of over 32,000 members statewide! 

 
Your $95.00/year membership gives a tremendous return in terms legislative representation and  
educational activities not to mention the wide variety of member services and discounts that can 
easily return your annual dues. 
 

Please help us continue to make our voices heard! Please make your check payable to Butler Co. 
Farm Bureau and mail to: PENNSYLVANIA FARM BUREAU, PO BOX 8736, CAMP HILL, PA 17001. Or 

visit www.pfb.com to renew electronically with a credit card. 

Thank you for renewing today! 
James Thiele, President 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

SAVE THE DATES 

          Picnic: July 19, 2026 @ Butler Farm Show 

  Fall Meeting: September 30, 2026 

http://www.pfb.com/


LETTER FROM THE MOCKS 



MEET OUR BOARD 

James Thiele - President    Evelyn Minteer  Guy Daupenspeck 
James & Linda Halstead - Secretary  Jed Wilbert    Bill Duncan    
Thomas Goldscheitter - Treasurer  William Thiele   Rachel Altman  



PENN STATE EXTENSION 

Ag Progress Days is August 11th - 13th in Rock Springs.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Big Butler Fair: July 3—11, 2026              Picnic: July 19, 2026   Butler Farm Show: August 10-15, 2026 

 Annual Meeting: September 30, 2026 

PA Farm Bureau Annual Meeting November 15-17, 2026 

June 11th we are hosting a Pasture Walk with Extension over in Mount Chestnut at the Whippoorwill 
Farm with Harold Dunn and his sheep operation. SW Project Grass will be having a quarterly meeting 
and lunch afterwards. The event is free however if staying for lunch please consider donating $10 to 
SWPG for the cost of lunch. BCFB Members can register on our website: https://extension.psu.edu/

Sometime in Mid to Late July I will be hosting a soybean and corn field day at the Vettori's in Saxonburg. 
We are still working on figuring out a date but we plan on having some specialists out to talk about 
some different things with Beans and Corn. With that we are looking at putting in some herbicide plots 
for competitive herbicide programs that Dwight Lingenfelter puts together.  Members should keep tabs 
on the county extension Facebook page if they are interested in participating and to look for more info. 
RSVP's will come to me to help plan for a light lunch.  

NEW PROGRAMS 

Promotion and Education Committee 

Junior Farm Bureau Academy: 

From Barn to Banner  

A social media initiative to follow and support local youth from where they raise their project animals, to the 

show ring where they win ribbons and banners at the Butler Farm Show and the Big Butler Fair.   

Ambassadors 

To promote local farms in Butler County, build partnerships, and educate the public about modern              

agriculture. Ambassadors represent the organization at local events, such as educational farm tours, and 

support the "Buy Local" mission. The program connects with youth and provides opportunities to learn 

about  agricultural career paths and advocacy. It operates as part of the grassroots which encourages        

volunteer members to become involved in promoting agricultural awareness in local communities.  

 

Follow on Facebook— 

Butler County Farm Bureau PA 

Butler County Farm Bureau Women Leadership 

Butler County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education 

https://extension.psu.edu/pasture-walk-with-extension-sheep-farm
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/master-gardener/counties/butler/news/growing-our-community-through-planting-for-the-future
https://pfb.com/members-only-information/be-involved/


STATE ISSUES 

Budget 
The 2025-26 budget offers a major boost to Pennsylvania’s agricultural sector, with increased    

funding for innovation, food security, animal health, and education-key investments that will drive 

growth and ensure a sustainable future for farming communities. Support from legislators is crucial 

to keep these initiatives on track for success. 

Dairy 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau is advocating for a stronger, more competitive dairy industry through fair 

milk pricing, transparent premium reform, and resilient supply chains. We support legislation to 

modernize the Milk Marketing Law, allow milk hauling during emergencies, and expand processing 

opportunities through initiatives like the Keystone Opportunity Dairy Zone (KOZ). Together, these    

efforts strengthen Pennsylvania’s dairy farms, processors, and rural communities. 

Energy 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau supports responsible, balanced energy development that protects   

farmland and ensures affordable, reliable power for rural communities. We advocate for solar       

decommissioning standards to protect landowners, expanded access to on-farm digesters, and 

policies that incentivize renewable projects on brownfields and commercial sites rather than       

productive farmland. PFB also tracks emerging issues such as data center energy use and its        

potential impact on electricity costs and agricultural input prices across the Commonwealth. 

Policy Development 

Farm Bill 



Labor 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau supports fair, practical labor policies that sustain farm businesses while 

protecting workers. We oppose one-size-fits-all mandates, such as blanket minimum wage, over-

time, or unionization proposals, that overlook the seasonal and economic realities of agriculture. PFB 

also works closely with Pennsylvania’s agricultural universities and institutions, including Penn State 

University and Penn Vet, to strengthen workforce development and support the next generation of 

farmers and agricultural professionals. In addition, we advocate for programs like the Beginning 

Farmer Tax Credit, which helps new and transitioning farmers access land and capital, ensuring a 

strong and sustainable agricultural workforce for the future. 

Transportation 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau supports policies that keep agricultural supply chains moving safely and 

efficiently. We advocate for continuous, reliable milk hauling to prevent disruptions to the dairy indus-

try and broader food supply. PFB also encourages infrastructure improvements and clear, practical 

regulations for drivers and road safety, ensuring both farm operations and rural communities can 

thrive while maintaining regulatory integrity. 

Wildlife 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau supports science-based wildlife management that protects farmers and 

farmland. We work with legislators and the Pennsylvania Game Commission to improve programs 

like DMAP and Ag Tags, giving landowners more flexibility to manage deer and reduce crop damage. 

PFB advocates for enhanced harvest reporting, processing centers, and cold storage to maximize use 

of harvested deer, including donations to local food banks. We also support public reporting tools 

and programs to track and manage wildlife that impacts agriculture, ensuring efficient, data-driven 

programs that benefit farmers, hunters, and rural communities. 

NATIONAL ISSUES 

Animal Health 
Increase funding for resources to prevent the spread of livestock and poultry diseases as well as ed-

ucating the agricultural community and the public on the importance of biosecurity.  

Dairy 
Encourage policy making that will restore the country’s fluid milk consumption, enforce FDA’s stand-

ard of identity for milk, and make dairy a profitable business again to prevent the continuous decline 

of losing generations of dairy farmers. 

Energy 
Create a diverse, domestic energy supply to fuel America’s economic growth and prosperity while 

strengthening our energy security. 



Environment 
Ensure conservation practices remain voluntary as farmers and ranchers already are working to im-

prove air, water, and soil quality in addition to reducing regulations that impacts farmers’ ability to put 

food on tables. 

Farm Bill 
Educate and advocate on the need for a farm bill in 2026. 

Labor 
Enact legislation that helps farmers and ranchers meet their labor needs, and update H-2A rules that 

enhance farmers’ ability to hire the workers they need. 

Transportation 
Ensure farmers have safe and quality roadways to deliver their products while increasing supply chain effi-

ciency and working to reduce regulations for transporting agricultural goods. 

Wildlife 
Reform legislation such as the Endangered Species Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act to address 

the modern-day population of species that are harming crops and livestock, while working to in-

crease data collection on wildlife species to provide for accurate decision making in the process 

To Learn More  

https://pfb.com/advocate-for-policies/issues/national-issues-new-format/ 

BUTLER COUNTY NATIONWIDE INSURANCE FARM CERTIFIED AGENTS 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY     

United States Casualty Corp 3824 Northern Monroeville PA 15146-2121 

My Preferred Insurance LLC  9840 Old Perry Wexford PA 15090-9311 

John C Lee Insurance Group LLC  629 Monongahela Glassport PA 15045-1607 

BUTLER COUNTY     

Michael J Raisley 1120 N Main St Butler PA 16001 

Daniel Conville Agency LLC  308 E Main St Evans City PA 16033-1224 

Richard W Kotch Jr 201 S Duffy Road Butler PA 16001-2754 

Keystone Insurance Brokers 1074 Pittsburgh Valencia PA 16059-1926 

Raisley Insurance 1120 N Main Butler PA 16001-1947 

Richard W Kotch Jr 201 S Duffy Rd Butler PA 16001-2754 

Keystone Insurance Brokers 1074 Pittsburgh Valencia PA 16059-1926 

Daniel Conville Agency LLC  308 E Main St Evans City PA 16033 

ARMSTRONG COUNTY     

Dinnin & Parkins Associates Inc 213 Market St Kittanning PA 16201-1579 

Tgif 331 Arthur St Kittanning PA 16201-2178 








