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Butler County Farm Bureau 

Planting for the Future 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 
President’s Message 

      James Thiele, President 
        Hello Butler County Farm Bureau Members! 2025 is upon us; it is Ɵme to look toward the future of Farm  
        Bureau. Be excited! We have some great events planned for 2025 and would love our members (and 
        non- members) to be a part of them! 
 
         This year will bring challenges to us as an organizaƟon; we need to make sure our voice is heard in  
         Harrisburg and Washington DC, if you have an issue, you think needs changed, please reach out to us! 
  
         Do you want to get involved? 
         Do you want to make a difference? 
         Now is the Ɵme! 
         I strongly encourage you to get involved in 
                  Butler County Farm Bureau! 
         Together we Can! 
         - James Thiele 
        President of Butler County Farm Bureau 

YOU MIGHT ASK “HOW DOES BUTLER COUNTY FARM BUREAU, PLANT FOR THE FUTURE?” 

WE WISH YOU WOULD, WE WOULD LOVE TO SHARE SOME OF THE WAYS WE PLANT FOR THE FUTURE 

WE 

EDUCATE * ADVOCATE * PROMOTE 
“TELL US MORE”, YOU SAY, “HAPPY TO”, WE SAY! 

James Thiele, Pres. Evelyn Minteer, V. Pres. Linda Halstead, Sec. Rachel Altman. Co-Sec., Dir. 

Guy Daubenspeck, Dir. William Thiele, Dir. James Halstead, Dir. Tom GoldscheiƩer, Treas, Dir. 

 Bill Duncan, Director Jed Wilbur, Dir.  

Mars New Year June 7, 2025 Mars PA 

Wesƞest June 20-21, 2025 Spranklewoods 

Summer Picnic July 20, 2025 Farm Show 

Farm Show August 4 – 9 2025 Farm Show 

Maifest TBD Spranklewoods 

Fall MeeƟng September 25, 2025 Prospect FH 

 

Looking forward 
to a strong and 

successful year for 
Butler County 
Farm Bureau 

Members 
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AFBF Annual MeeƟng 
January 22 – January 29 

Penn State Trustee ElecƟon 
May 8 

Fusion  
March 7 -11 

PlanƟng for the Future 
May 16 - 17 

State of the County 
March 20 

Pennsylvania State LegislaƟve Conference 
April 18 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Town Hall 
March 26 

Pennsylvania Federal Affairs Trip 
May 21 - 22 

 
 LeŌ back– Zach Speer, Jim Halstead, Linda Halstead, James Thiele, William Thiele, LeŌ Front, BriƩany Speer, Evelyn Minteer 
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EDUCATE 
Ag Literacy Week - March 13 -19, 2025 

In Butler County we are fortunate to have Amy Metrick, Butler County 4H Extension.  Amy makes 
arrangements with the schools, 60 classrooms to read an educaƟonal Agricultural Book.  This year the book, 

“The Soil in Jackie’s Garden”   

 

Do you have a love of Agriculture? 

Do you want to Educate, Advocate and/or Promote Agriculture? 

Give us a call?  There are many opportunities available through Farm 

Bureau. 

Linda Halstead – 724-272-5595, bcfb.secretary@gmail.com 
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Butler County Farm Bureau 
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PlanƟng for the Future 

May 16-17, 2025 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE 
 

HAVE IDEAS 
 

WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE 
 

PLEASE CONTACT  
 

LINDA HALSTEAD 
AT 

724-272-5595 
OR  

BCFB.SECRETARY@GMAIL.COM 
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We can’t thank enough our many sponsors for the “PlanƟng for the Future” event, this was 
year 2 and we are so very grateful for the support we received.  In addiƟon to those below, 

thank you to our many Basket Raffle contributors.   

Together we raised $1,000 for Ronald McDonald House 
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ADVOCATE 
 August 16, 2024 

GoldscheiƩer Christmas Tree Farm 

 
 

 

 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau State LegislaƟve Conference 

April 18, 2025 

AdvocaƟng for Butler County 

William Thiele, Thomas GoldscheiƩer, Bill Duncan, Alan  
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Pennsylvania Federal Affairs Trip 

May 21 – 22 

 

Policy Development 

Contact Evelyn Minteer, 724-679-8169 

                   

 

  

Members on the trip included Sarah Miller (Berks County), Bonnie Wenger (Lebanon County), Ray Geissinger 
(Juniata County), Megan Hostetler (Somerset County), Linda Halstead (Butler County), Jeremiah Pfadt (Erie County), 
Tim Wood (Tioga/PoƩer County) and Josiah Meck (Schuylkill County) along with PFB staff members Bailey Fisher, 
Federal Affairs Specialist and JusƟn Clapper, Manager of Government Affairs and CommunicaƟons. 
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PROMOTE 
 

We strive to promote our local businesses and Farmers with the use of the following tools: 

Buy Local Flyer 
PlanƟng for the Future Bag, used to promote local 
Farmer’s Markets at the Butler Hospital Farmer’s 

Market. 
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“FARM-tasƟc” Book Program 
This year’s “Book of the Year” 

MY GRANDPA MY TREE AND ME 

By Roxanne Troup  -  Kendra Binney, 

Cost $12.00 per book. 

 
   

Purchase a book(s) for your elementary school library, Public libraries, your children, grandchildren, and 
friends. 

 Contact Evelyn Minteer at 724-679-8169 To order your books.  

 

UPDATE YOUR BUTLER COUNTY FARM BUREAU ANNUAL DIRECTORY BUSINESS CARD ADS: 

 Update your Butler County Farm Bureau Annual Directory Card ArƟcle, Add a New, revised/edit or removal 
your present card. Members are enƟtled to One free business card with your membership, what a great 

way to promote your farm or business.  Contact Evelyn Minteer at 724-679-8169 about your card for the d 
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THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU 

The board of Directors of Butler County Farm Bureau would like 

to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your membership.  

Without it, we would not be able to do what we do. 

If you are a member and you are not able to answer these questions: 

What is Butler County Farm Bureau? 

What do they do? 

Please reach out to a board member.  We are anxious to change that. 

We welcome your thoughts on how we can enhance our efforts 

to educate people about the importance of agriculture to our 

community and our country. 

Please also consider renewing your membership early.  Butler 

County receives ˚15 of the ˚95 membership dues you pay.  From 

that, we pay the postage for our 929 members to receive multiple 

reminders.  By paying early, we can save on postage and do 

more to EDUCATE, ADVOCATE AND PROMOTE. 

Another tidbit, did you know with your ˚95 membership you also 

belong to Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and American Farm 

Bureau?  
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Butler County Farm CerƟfied NaƟonwide Agents 

30963 Michael J Raisley 1120 N Main St Ext Butler PA 16001 Butler 

66236 Daniel Conville Agency LLC 308 E Main St Evans City PA 16033 Butler 

66403 Richard W Kotch Jr 201 S Duffy Rd Butler PA 16001 Butler 

67813 Keystone Insurance Brokers 1074 Pittsburgh Rd Valencia PA 16059 Butler 

68277 Raisley Insurance 1120 N Main Street Ext Butler PA 16001 Butler 

68278 Raisley Insurance 1120 N Main Street Ext Butler PA 16001 Butler 

80611 Richard W Kotch Jr 201 S Duffy Road Butler PA 16001 Butler 

97398 Keystone Insurance Brokers 1074 Pittsburgh Road Valencia PA 16059 Butler 

98871 Daniel Conville Agency LLC 308 E Main Street Evans City PA 16033 Butler 
 

 


