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Local News First! 
Adams County Activity 

Local farmers working together 
 
Welcome New Members:  Deborah Moose, Alex Crouse, Samuel 
Goldberg, Kevin Benner, Karen King.         
 

Annual Meeting/Picnic 
Mark your calendar for August 18, 2024, as the ACFB will be holding their 
Annual Meeting / Picnic on this date. The picnic will be held at the York Springs 
Lion’s Pavilion, 406 Main Stree, York Springs, PA. 17372, starting at 1:00 pm. 
Fried Chicken, paper goods, and water will be provided. Cost is $5.00, to cover 
the cost of the meat. Bring a covered side dish or dessert,  and bring your 
thoughts on a possible policy. 
 
 
The monthly board meeting will be held July 11 (due to the 4th being on the 
Thursday we would usually have it), August 1, and September 5 
 starting at 7:30 pm at the Ag Center in Gettysburg, PA.  
 
 

 chicken BBQ 
The third annual Chicken BBQ again was a great success. Total raised was 
$1984.65 after expenses. A huge thank you to everyone that sold ticket, 
volunteered, made and donated baked good, and donated items to help this 
fundraiser be a success. If you have an idea for a fundraiser for us to try, 
contact a board member with your idea. 
 
                               Looking for a few good policies 
 
One of Farm Bureau’s most important activities is policy development. 
Members of each county Farm Bureau submit ideas and suggestions regarding 
issues that affect the farming community. These ideas are written as 
resolutions and voted on at the county annual meeting in November. Topics 
cover a wide range of ag issues including wetland management, wild game, 
commodities, animal health, vehicles, health and safety, taxes and water 
quality. If an issue involves ag in any way, it can be developed for policy. 
After the county meeting, voting delegates from each county attend the state 
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annual meeting and decide by majority vote which resolutions will be adopted 
as Pennsylvania Farm Bureau policy. While policies are not laws, they’re 
supported legislatively by Farm Bureau at either the state or national level. 
Ideas, issues, and topics can be submitted at any time of the year via anyone on 
the county Farm Bureau board of directors or to policy chair Sally Scholle at 
717-359-9472.  Bring your ideas to the picnic on August 18,2024. 
 
 

Remember to Renew your Membership. 
 
 Farm Bureau affects so many areas besides crop and livestock farmers. The 
policies that are passed and brought to the attention of the Pennsylvania legislators 
affect so many people from wineries, horse owners, to produce owners and sellers 
to commodity companies. If you know someone that isn’t but should be a member, 
ask them to join, Farm Bureau is there to help all the agricultural community. 
Renewal notices will be going out soon, so remember to renew your membership 
and check with your neighbor to see if they renewed their membership or would like 
to become a member. July is the start of the membership drive.  
 
 
 

Pa. Farm Bureau Stores are open ! 
Both Pennsylvania Farm Bureau stores for clothing and signs are up and 
running. The sign store is open until July 31st. This plan for the sign store is 
to be open the months of January, April, July and October. The clothing 
store is open 24/7/365. Here are the links to access both stores. Flyers will 
be going out to all members, but please get the word out to everyone about 
this store. I just placed my order and it is super easy. Never to early to start 

your Christmas shopping.  
Clothing Link - https://pa-farm-bureau-retail-store.itemorder.com/      
Sign Store Link -  https://pfbmembersignshop.itemorder.com/ 
  
 
 
 The Adams County Conservation District (ACCD) is looking to fill an Agricultural 
Conservation Technician position.  This position will work primarily with ACCD’s 
Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP).  There are more details 
about the position including a job description and application instructions at the link 
below.  Please feel free to share the posting with potential applicants that you think 
would be qualified. The posting may close as early as Friday, July 12, 
2024, depending on the applications received. Thank you for your assistance. 
  
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid
=55f9c57b-cdfc-4081-8a5a-
d8102543d4aa&ccId=19000101_000001&jobId=485487&lang=en_US 
  
Thank you. 
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BE SAFE! 
 

Farming is a 
profession of hope.  
                      Brian 

Brett 

 

 

I’d rather be on my 
farm than be 
emperor of the world. 
           George 
Washington  

 

 
No one works harder 
than a farmer except 
maybe their spouse. 

What’s New with Manure Management Plans? 
 

Many of you know all about manure management plans, but did you know that a 
new template for writing manure management plans was released this spring? In 
Pennsylvania, some kind of manure management plan is required for all farms that 
have animals that generate manure and all farms that land apply manure or 
agricultural process wastewater. On April 27, 2024, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (PA DEP) released a new manure management 
supplement that provides the new template for writing manure management plans.  
This supplement includes a new Manure Management Plan Short Form. This three-
page Short Form has a contact information section, a general information section, 
and a series of yes or no questions about the farm. If a farmer can answer “Yes” or 
“Not Applicable” to all 11 questions, the Manure Management Plan Short Form can 
be used as the operation’s manure management plan. The full Manure Management 
Plan Workbook only needs to be completed if a farmer answers “No” to any of the 
11 questions. This new Short Form makes it easier for operations with lower 
amounts of animals to be in compliance with Pennsylvania’s manure management 
regulations. 
The longer Manure Management Plan Workbook has also been updated in the new 
manure management supplement. Among other changes, it has new worksheets to 
evaluate animal numbers, agricultural process wastewater, and animal concentration 
areas (ACAs).  
Any manure management plans developed after April 27, 2024 need to follow the 
template in the new manure management supplement. If you had a manure 
management plan developed before April 27, 2024, that plan remains valid as long 
as there are no significant changes to your operation.  
The new manure management supplement can be found by going to PA DEP’s 
website and searching for “Manure Management”. Also, the Adams County 
Conservation District can provide you with a paper copy. Manure management 
plans can be written by farmers themselves or by a technical service provider. If you 
have any questions about the new manure management supplement, please contact 
the Adams County Conservation District at (717) 334-0636. 
Anastasia Miller 
Chesapeake Bay Technician 

 
 

From the State 
 

Farm Bureau Testifies in Support of Western PA Animal Diagnostic Lab 
 
Farm Bureau was invited to testify at a May 17 informational meeting held by the 
Pennsylvania House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee on Gov. Josh 
Shapiro’s proposal to create a new Pennsylvania Animal Health & Diagnostic 
System (PADLS) laboratory in Western Pennsylvania. Former Farm Bureau board 
member and current Pennsylvania Animal Health & Diagnostic Commissioner 
Glenn Stoltzfus offered the organization’s strong support for the proposal, noting 
the following benefits of creating such a facility: 
 

• Currently, the westernmost lab in the PADLS system is located in State 
College. Many farmers in western Pennsylvania cannot access these services 
as quickly and easily as their counterparts in the central and eastern regions 

http://www.pfb.com/adams
mailto:edstock1005@gmail.com
mailto:edstock1005@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
                       
 
If you don’t love 
farming or your land, 
you shouldn’t be a 
farmer. 
                   Jannie 
Struis 
 
 
 
 
 
Good farmers, who 
take seriously their 
duties as stewards 
of creation and of 
their land’s 
inheritors, 
contribute to the 
welfare of society in 
more ways than 
society usually 
acknowledges, or 
even know. These 
farmers produce 
valuable goods, of 
course; but they 
also conserve soil, 
they conserve 
water, they 
conserve wildlife, 
the conserve open 
space, the conserve 
scenery. 
              Wendell 
Berry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agriculture… It’s 
moe than a part of 
life, it’s a passion, a 

of the Commonwealth can. Establishing a lab in western Pennsylvania would 
create a level playing field for farmers across the state by providing greater 
access to PADLS services for producers west of Interstate 99. 

• An investment in a new western Pennsylvania diagnostic lab can be an 
economic growth driver for a region in need of expanded opportunities for 
its residents. Strong infrastructure investments of this nature will help 
agriculture, particularly the livestock sector, do its part to support and 
accelerate such development. 

• Creating a new western Pennsylvania animal diagnostic lab can help the 
state not only improve access to critical testing resources, but also help to 
address the shortage of veterinarians in this region. Having a PADLS lab in 
closer proximity will make the jobs of veterinarians, especially those caring 
for large animals, currently serving the region easier and at the same time 
remove a barrier to attracting new veterinary professionals to live and work 
in western Pennsylvania. 

 
The Farm Bureau looks forward to supporting this initiative as the state budget 
process continues. 
 
 
PDA Bureau of Animal Health Updates State Dairy HPAI Quarantine Order 
in Response to USDA Action 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA) Bureau of Animal Health, in 
conjunction with the Center for Dairy Excellence, has convened regular updates on 
the evolving situation with highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in dairy cattle 
in nine U. S. states, affecting 43 premises. At this writing, Pennsylvania continues to 
be dairy HPAI-free, but state animal health officials caution that all producers 
should remain vigilant in updating their biosecurity plans to meet the potential 
threat.  
 
New data now suggest that the HPAI virus was spread from wild birds to cattle 
beginning in late 2023 and has been spreading in cattle since then. PDA is advising 
dairy farms to protect their cattle as much as possible from wild birds to prevent 
further virus spread among dairy farms. There is still just one human case reported 
to date, but mutations in the virus suggest bovine adaptation. Milk and mammary 
tissue carry the highest viral load in cattle. There is some evidence of limited 
respiratory shedding.  
 
The PDA’s April quarantine order was revised May 9 to mirror the succeeding 
USDA order’s terms. All lactating dairy cattle being transported interstate must be 
tested (except for those moving directly to slaughter). All non-lactating cattle from 
affected states must be tested within 7 days of movement. PDA has developed a 
response protocol to quarantine positive premises if needed.  
 
PDA also reminds farmers to use their premises ID number when reporting suspect 
cases to get testing reimbursement. Farmers should work with their vet to initiate 
testing if they suspect HPAI. PDA is currently drafting guidelines for fairs and 
exhibitors. Out-of-state animals must be tested prior to entry. USDA will be offering 
an aid package work up to $28,000 for affected farms to use for PPE, heat treatment 
of waste milk, and reimbursement for production losses. The CDC is working with 
state health departments to proactively distribute PPE. PDA is working with the PA 



lifestyle, a resilient 
community that 
works hard to feed 
the world. 
               Ryan 
Goodman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Life on a farm is a 
school of patience; 
you can’t hurry the 
crops or make an 
ox in two days. 
                     Henri 
Alain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Money can’t buy 
happiness, but it 
can buy tractors…… 
which is pretty 
much the same 
thing. 

 

Dept. of Health to prepare. PDA also outlined sampling basics for farmers who need 
to submit them. 
  
Please see the Federal Affairs Update for links to Farm Bureau resources on this 
topic. 
 
PDA-DEP Food Processing Residuals Work Group Holds Final Meeting; 
Report, Legislation to Follow 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA)/Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) work group examining potential changes to the 
state’s laws/regulations/policy governing the use of food processing residuals 
(FPRs) held its final meeting on May 1 to review and offer comments on its draft 
final report. Farm Bureau provided its observations and joined several other 
stakeholders in submitting additional written comments to the agencies. The draft 
report is now under internal review and is expected to be finalized in the near future.  
 
At the same time, the legislative members of the work group (Reps. Paul Friel (D-
Chester), Barb Gleim (R-Cumberland), and Paul Schemel (R-Franklin)) are 
expected to soon introduce legislation on the topic of FPRs, but it is unclear how 
closely that language will match the content of the work group’s report. Farm 
Bureau will continue to work with all stakeholders to ensure that FPRs remain a 
viable option for farmers who wish to utilize them, and that those farmers are not 
subject to frivolous complaints and harassment because of a given community’s 
perception of their use. 
 

 
State Conservation Commission Holds Business Meeting 

The State Conservation Commission (SCC) discussed the following items at its May 
business meeting: 
 

• Currently, there are over $70 million in signed Agricultural Conservation Assistance 
Program (ACAP) contracts, with Lancaster and several other counties having fully 
committed their funding. SCC staff believes that the program can support a $50 
million annual funding stream. The first ACAP state conference is being planned 
for later this year in State College. 

• The governor’s budget office has asked that all ARPA ACAP funds be allocated by 
June 30 in order to have sufficient time to reallocate remaining funds if necessary 
(about $540,000 to be obligated by that date). 

• A Farm Lane program is being added to ACAP to provide engineering and technical 
support to farm lane traffic improvements, along the lines of the existing Dirt & 
Gravel Road Program. 

• The SCC approved a $6.7 million Nutrient Management Program Fund budget for 
FY 2024-25 which focuses on the key role of conservation districts in that program, 
and also approved reimbursement of PACD expenses for doing ag planning work. 

• The SCC discussed plans for changes to the REAP tax credit program for 2024-25. 
The key change will be a shift in focus with drone usage toward cover cropping 
applications and away from herbicide/pesticide spraying, as well as away from 
thinning out or cutting trees in silvopasture. The intent of these and other changes 
is to spread dollars more evenly throughout the state and make REAP more 
accessible to smaller farmers. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Do you have a Business?  
Would you like to advertise in the Newsletter? 
 
The Adams County Farm Bureau would love for you to advertise in 
their newsletter. A full page ad cost $100.00, half page ad cost $60.00, 
and a quarter page cost $40.00 per newsletter. 
Your ad will be seen by all Adams County Farm Bureau Members. 
Contact Deb Stock at edstock1005@gmail.com 



  

 Nationwide is on your side. Visit a Nationwide Agent today! 
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Pabody Insurance 

147 North Fourth St. 

Gettysburg, Pa. 17325 

Now Offers 

NAU Crop Insurance 

Full line, including Dairy Revenue Protection 

For more information, call Larry Blount 

717-339-0055 
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