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Blair County Farm Bureau
members pose with donated milk.

COVID-19 Aid
Program for
Farmers Opens
Farmers can now apply for the

are stepping up to help and industry leaders see a brighter future.

Blair County Farm Bureau members saw an opportunity to help.
Across the county, many families were struggling to put food on the table as
businesses and schools closed due the COVID-19 pandemic, putting many people
out of work. At the same time, local dairy farms were facing a new and intense
wave of struggles due to the pandemic, just as they were expecting to recover from
several years of market volatility. Some had to dump milk.
So the county Farm Bureau developed a plan to address both challenges at once.
They coordinated a donation of close to 4,000 gallons of milk to be distributed to
local food banks and given to families in need at drive-through giveaway events
with the goal of supporting both local families and dairy producers.
“The milk that was given away in that donation was milk that would have been
dumped otherwise,” said Joe Diamond, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s Regional
Organization Director for Region 4, who helped coordinate the effort. “It shows
that the agriculture community cares about the community as a whole and not just
itself. Even in times when agriculture is in a desperate situation, they would rather
see milk be given away than dumped.”
Blair County’s efforts are just one example of many stories across Pennsylvania
of farmers and county Farm Bureaus stepping up to help as the dairy sector—the
largest segment of Pennsylvania agriculture, the state’s largest industry—faces
renewed challenges brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.
June is National Dairy Month, a time
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PMMB Pursues Action to Ensure
Dean Foods Pays Producers
The Pennsylvania Milk Marketing Board has announced steps to ensure that
dairy producers who have not been paid by Dean Foods are compensated for milk
they have produced.
Pennsylvania law requires milk handlers to post bonds so that producers are
compensated in the event that the handler fails to make payments. Dean Foods—
which operated seven dairy processing plants that take Pennsylvania milk,
including four in the Keystone State—is currently in bankruptcy proceedings and
has reportedly failed to make some payments.
The timeline for producers to be paid is unclear at this point as uncertainty
remains over how the bond claim may be affected by Dean’s bankruptcy proceedings.
There’s no form or paperwork producers need to complete at this time; however,
producers should maintain milk production records and records of communication
with Dean for the period they shipped milk to Dean that hasn’t been paid yet.
The PMMB plans to conduct audits of monthly reports from each Dean-related
plant, notify insurance companies that hold the bonds that a bond claim is being
prepared, and ask the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s Office to determine whether
federal bankruptcy court would need to approve a bond claim. The board would
then either file a claim immediately or seek bankruptcy court approval.
Based on Dean’s prior corporate structure, most of the seven plants are bonded
separately and would be treated separately in the bond claim process.
If a bond claim is approved, the mandated minimum amounts owed (including
the over-order premium) would first be paid to each individual independent producer
and to each cooperative as a single producer. Then, if money remains after the first
payment, that money would be available to pay voluntary amounts owed.
If there is not enough funding from the bond claim to pay all producers,
payments would be prorated based on what percentage of the total amount owed the
bond covers. For example, if one of the Dean subsidiaries is bonded for $7 million
but owes producers a minimum of $8 million, each producer would receive 87.5
percent of the minimum amount owed to them.

Developing Policy
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National Dairy Month:
Hurting, Helping and Hope
COVID-19 dealt a significant blow to Pennsylvania dairy. But Farm Bureau members

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Coronavirus
Food
Assistance
Program, which aims to help
agricultural producers weather the
price and market challenges they’ve
faced amid the global COVID-19
pandemic.
The pandemic has sent agricultural
commodity prices into a tailspin and
caused disruptions throughout the
food supply chain. The crisis unfolded
just as the agriculture economy was
showing signs of improvement after
years of price and market volatility.

www.pfb.com

The CFAP program calls for $16
billion in direct payments to producers
based on actual losses. Farmers will
receive 80 percent of the payment
upfront and then the remaining 20
percent if funding remains at the end
of the application period.
To be eligible, farmers must:
• Have produced a commodity
that suffered at least a five
percent price drop or had losses
due to market supply chain
disruptions due to COVID-19
and face additional significant
market costs;
• Have an average adjusted
gross income of less than
$900,000 for tax years 2016,
2017, and 2018 unless 75 percent
of their adjusted gross income

Dairy Programs Reviewed
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A Pennsylvania Farm Bureau member publication
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Target Audience
Country Focus is the official publication
for Pennsylvania Farm Bureau members
engaged in agriculture.

Members receive a
5 percent discount
on advertising.

Advertising Rates

Reaching PA
residents engaged
in agriculture and
agribusinesses
Pennsylvania’s
leading industry.

Country Focus tracks and reports on state
and national legislation issues affecting
agriculture and rural communities. It also
contains informative articles about the
organization’s activities and other agriculture-related events which are of special
interest to farm families.
The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB) is a general
farm and rural organization working to promote
and represent the interests of farm and rural family
members in Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
P. O. Box 8736
Camp Hill, PA 17001-8736

Farming Member Publication

Technical
Requirements
is a tabloid size newspaper, printed eleven times
a year. It is the official publication for Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau members engaged in agriculture.
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Cost-bw/color

Full

10.25” x 13.625”
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832/943
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10.25” x 6.75” landscape

27

447/557

1/4

5” x 6.75” portrait

13.5

243/353
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5” x 3.25” landscape

6.75

124/234

Multiple Insertion Discounts

Per Insertion Cost | Add $100 for color

Page Size
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799
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233

223

207
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119

114
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Rates are net. No agency discounts.
Placement is at the
discretion of the publisher.
An advertiser may request
a specific location in the
publication, subject to
space availability.

1/4

Web offset, 35# bright center and cover, 28#
newspaper print inside. Final reproduction quality is
contingent on the materials furnished. Due to the
nature of web offset printing, color reproduction may
vary from proofs and originals provided.

Ad Materials:
Electronic pdf files preferred. Resolution must be at
least 300 dpi.

Sizing:
A full page equals 54.5 column inches and measures
10.25”w by 13.625” h. The width of one column
equals 14.4 picas or 2.4 inches.

Production Charges:
We are able to offer assistance in preparing and
altering ads. For additional work, there is a minimum
$
25.00/hr layout fee. Simple conversion from color to
grayscale ads will not be billed.
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1/8

Printing Process:

Full
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Bonus Ad Feature with 3 or more insertions:

With a commitment of 3 or more insertions, you will receive an e-advertisement in our
bi-weekly e-newsletter, Farm Bureau Express, for the length of your commitment. This jpg
format ad will measure approximately 600 pixels wide x 200 pixels deep. Advertisers may
create this ad, or have it created by our staff. Permissible items for e-ads will be: text, logo,
one photograph and one hyperlink per ad.

Country Focus reserves the right to reject or cancel advertising which the publisher deems unacceptable, either because of objectionable material, artwork
of inferior quality, inconsistency with Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s mission, vision and policy objectives, or existing non-compete agreements with current
service providers or affiliate companies.

Country Focus shall not be liable for any failure to print, publish or
circulate all or any portion of any issue in which an advertisement
has been accepted if such failure is due to acts of God, strikes,
accidents, or other circumstances beyond the publisher’s
control. The advertiser and the agency, jointly and separately, will
indemnify and hold harmless the publication, its officers, agents,
and employees against expenses (including legal fees) and losses
resulting from the publication of contents of advertisement,
including, without limitation, claims or suits for libel, violation of
right of privacy, copyright infringement or plagiarism.

