
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau

        Find Out More!

Contact Us to Get Started! 

http://www.wsi.nrcs.usda.gov/

products/w2q/strm_rst/stream.

html

Stream Restoration 
information from the USDA.
http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/

Pennsylvania Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, 
Division of USDA. 
http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/

news/FTPPublications/

LandownersGuide.pdf

A compilation describing 
major federal, state, and 
private voluntary conservation 
programs that provide 
financial incentives to private 
landowners for the installation 
of conservation buffers in PA.

Good for your livestock
Good for local stream quality
Good for PA Agriculture

 

Voluntary 
Flexible Stream Bank 

Fencing  
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A cooperative eff ort to retain fl exibility regarding 

Best  Management Practices  for maintaining stream quality

Worth 
Considering 

TTThe PAAA Faaarrrmmm Buurreaau 

eennccoouuuraaaggeess eeevvveerryy faarrrmmmeer 

ttoo feennncce  livvveeessstooocckkk heerrddds 

oout ooof aalll PPPeeennnnnnssyyylvvaannnia 

ssttreeaammmsss.  OOOuurr eeennnddoorssseemmmeeennt 

iis aa dddiireeecctt reeesssuuultt ooff f aa vveeerry 

ssuucccceesssssfffuul   ““ff leeexxiibble 

ffeennccinnggg”” pprrooogggraaamm inn tthhe 

SShheennaaannnddoooahhh VVVVaaallleeyy..  

““FFlexxiibbblee”” ooorrr “aaddaaapptttivvvee” 

ff ee nn cc i nnn gg  mmm eee aa nn sss  tt hh aaa t 

yyyoou, thee ffaarmmeerrr,   caan 

vvooluunntttaarrilyy dddeetteermmminne 

tthhee aammmoouuunnt oooff sseeet bbbaaccck 

yyyoou rreeeqquuiirreee ffrromm thhe 

ttoopp oooff aa sttrrreeeaammm bbaaannkk. 

YYo uu  aaa l ss oo  hhh aa vv eee  t hh e 

lliberrttyyy oof ddeeeteeerrmmminnninng 

tthhee ttyypppee oooff fffeennnccinngg tto 

uusee aannndd  hhooww tooo bbbeesst 

mmmaannaaagggee thhheee feencceedd--in 

oor “bbbuufffffeer”” aaarrreeaa.  LLaaanndd-

oowwnneeer ccooosstss mmmayyy vvvaary 

ffrroommm 1110000%%%%% laanndddoowwwnn-

eer eexxxpppeennnssee fooorr leesssseer 

mmmeeaassureesss tttooo 10000%%%% ccooosst 

sshhaarree fooorr uussee oooff  tthee mmmooosst 

pprootteeectttivvee mmmmeeeaasssureesss!

 TThhee PPPAA FFaarmm BBuurreaau 

eennccoouurrraggesss yyouur sttrrronng

ccoonnssiddeeerraattiooonnn off  tthhhiss  neeeww 

ffeennccinnggg iinnnittiiaaativvee! 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau

Governmental Affairs and  

Communications Division

510 S. 31st Street

Camp Hill, Pa. 17011
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CCCoonnnssidddeer sssttaarrtiinnggg wwwwittth

aa 10 fff oo ooo t  ff eee nn c e d  ss eee tt

bbb aa ccc kk .  AA ss  yooo uu  oobbbseerrvvvee  

ppp oo sss i t i vv eee  cc hh a nn g e sss  i n  

ssttreeeammm qqquuaaaliittyy, yyou mmmaaayy 

ddd ee ccc i dd e  oo nnn  aa d dd i ttt i ooo nn aaa l

sseeetbbbaackkss iinn ttthhhee fuuutuurrre.. 

Clean water, healthy 

livestock and up to 100% 

cost share may  be yours 

for choosing the most 

p r o t e c t i ve  m e a s u r e, 

the  “Forested Riparian 

Buffer”.  

PPPFFBBB ssuuupppporrrtts   wwwhaatteevveeerr 

ooopptiioonnn yyooou dddeecidde wwoorkkkss 

bbbeesst fffor youurr ffaarrmm. AAAss

aalwwaayysss, wwwe aaarree  wwooorrkkiinnng 

ddd ii l ii gg eee nn tt l yy  ww ii tt hhh  yy o u 

tt oo  ppp rr ooo ttt eee cc tt  y oo uu rr 

llibbeerttyyy aannd mmmaainntaain yyoouuurr 

ccooonntrroool ooovverr immmppooorrttaannntt

dddeeccissiooonnss  aaafffeeecttinnggg  yyoouuurr

llivveeihhoooooddd aaannnddd aaabbilittyyy tttoo

ppprrovviiddde eesssseeennttiaaal ssserrvvicccee

ttooo thhee sttaatteee aaannnd wwooorllddd.



Better 
 
Vegetated Buff er
15’ to 35’ + fenced set back
Limited Landowner Expense 

Your decision to fence 
your livestock out of a 
stream with a 15’ to 35’  
vegetated buff er is even 
more benefi cial to the local 
stream quality.  Better herd 
health too!

Buff er Control:

Buff er areas are controlled 
as prescribed by sponsoring 
program or agency.

Standards Set by 
Sponsoring Program:

The standards of the fencing 
program you select will 
dictate the minimum set 
back of the fence.

The management of the 
buff er zone will also be 
determined by the program 
subsidizing your project.

Fencing type may also be 
predetermined.

Forested Riparian Buff er
35’+ fenced set back
Min. Landowner Expense

Your decision to create a
35’-100’ forested buffer
offers the most benefit
to local stream quality.
This option provides
up to 100% cost share.
Farmers may combine
programs and initatives.
CREP and DEP programs
and other grants or
nutrient trading pro-
grams are helpful.

Buffer Control:

Buff er areas are coontrolled 
as prescribed byby sponsor-
ing programsms or agencies.

Standards Set by
Multiple Programs:

TType and location of fenen-
cing, and managemement
of the buff er area mmeet
standards set byby 
sponsoringg p programs and
agenciess. 

  

Fenced Set Back
0’ - 10’ + set back
100% Landowner Expense  

Your decision to fence your 
livestock out of the stream 
is a good choice to benefit 
local stream quality. More 
importantly, fencing 
your dairy herd or other 
livestock out of  streams  
also improves your herd’s 
health.

Buff er Control:

Livestock are permitted 
inside the fenced setback 
for limited periods only and 
may “flash graze” the area 
keeping  6+” minimum of 
grass. 

No bare earth can be seen 
in the fenced setback area. 
Walkways to and from the 
stream must be properly 
stabilized.

Standards Set by Farmer:

Placement and type of fence 
and management of area 
inside of the fence.

all in a way that works best for your  
farm. The information in this brochure 
will  help you begin to assess the 
costs and benefi ts of each of the 
options as they might apply to your 
land and livestock.     

Through this cooperative eff ort, our goal 
is for  agriculture to retain the power    
to choose  what Best Management 
Practices are  most suited for our farms, 
and to maintain fl exibility on how they 
can be implemented and managed.  

By doing so,  we will continue to 
enjoy  positive improvements in water 
quality and animal health,  once again 
demonstrating that farmers are the 
best conservationists!  
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“We support a Voluntary Stream Bank Fencing Program  that encourages farmers to 
  use their  best judgement on decisions about choosing a type of fence  and it’s location,  
  minimizing possible fence damage by fl oods,  allowing  weed control in the setback 
  (buff er) area,   permitting  appropriate access to streams for livestock drinking and cross-
  ing, and  focusing  available funding on farms with the greatest problems and /or needs.”

  Pennsylvania FarmPennsylvania Farm
            Bureau Policy:            Bureau Policy:

In an eff ort by the Pennsylvania Farm 
Bureau to encourage every farmer 
to   fence livestock out of streams and 
voluntarily improve water quality, 
PFB adopted a 2009 policy resolution  
supporting a Voluntary Flexible Fenc-

ing Program.  

This program is designed to provide 
you, the livestock producer, with the  
fl exibility to decide how to protect stream 
quality on your land,  choosing what  kind 
of stream fencing to use and it’s location, 
which methods of fl ood damage control 
and  weed control you will employ,  and
how to allow livestock appropriate access 
to streams for  drinking and crossing...

Pa. Farm Bureau Supports a Voluntary Flexible Fencing ProgramPa. Farm Bureau Supports a Voluntary Flexible Fencing Program
BestGood


