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Spring Annual Meeting
Going Face-to-Face
Thursday, March 18, 2021

Trinity Point Church of God, Clarion
7 PM
After much discussion, the CVF Board of
Directors decided to hold a face-to-face but
scaled down Spring Annual Meeting. The
meeting will not include a dinner
meal but pie and ice cream will
be served afterwards.
This meeting will feature
membership business, a
drawing for three scholarship winners, a
Chinese auction and a live auction. We are
always looking for your input on policy
development ideas.
The COVID pandemic has greatly hindered
our fundraising activities, just as in many
other organizations. We need these funds in
order to continue our scholarships and
support many ag education activities. Please
come out and bring items for our auctions. If
you can’t come, you can send auction items
with any CVF Board Director.
There will be no cost for the meeting, but
donations will be received to help with
expenses. Please make a reservation so
that the board can make adequate plans.
Reservations should be made to Linda
Stahlman by March 16 at 814-365-5161 or
linda.stahlman@yahoo.com.
The board was very disappointed to cancel
our 2020 spring and fall meetings. We have
missed our members and look forward to
seeing you again.
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Rural Broadband Issues
Discussed at Legislative Breakfast
Rural Broadband was a hot topic on
February 19 when state and county officials
met with CVF board directors at the annual
legislative breakfast held at the Big Country
Restaurant at Wentlings Corner.
U.S. Congressman Glenn
“GT” Thompson talked about
his priorities for the U.S.
Agricultural Committee of
which he is the Republican
House Leader. He wants to see our robust
U.S. economy restored, starting with farm
families. He also wants to repopulate our
rural areas by bringing in the right
amenities in to keep our young people
here. Internet connectivity is a very
important part of this priority.
State Congressman R. Lee James also
spoke to the importance
of broadband in rural
communities. With the
pandemic, the need has
been even greater with
students and their
parents working from home. He is
exploring plans for erecting towers and
antennas to increase connectivity.
State Senator Scott
Hutchinson also reiterated
those same concerns about the
rural connectivity. Additionally,
he spoke about his opposition to Gov.
Wolf’s plan to toll the bridges and concerns
about the new state budget.
Continued on page
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Young Ag Professionals
Leadership Conference
Postponed until
February 12-13, 2022
Wyndham Garden | 310 Elks Club Rd.
Boalsburg, PA

March 15-19, 2021
Book of the Year:

Tales of the Dairy
Godmother:
Chuck’s Ice Cream
Wish
.

Paul and Linda Stahlman are making plans to
read virtually to the four kindergarten classes at
the Redbank Valley Primary School. Each
classroom teacher will receive a copy of the book
and detailed lesson plans for dairy related
activities, including making ice cream in a bag
and butter in a bottle. The book will help the
children make a connection between all the work
that goes into producing milk on the farm and
the foods that they eat.

Rural Roads Safety Week
April 18-24
Listen for Radio Spots on
WWCH C93 that will warn
drivers to be on the lookout
and slow down for farm equipment out on
the roads as the spring planting season
begins.

Contact these Farm Certified Nationwide Agents:

Bret Atwood and Tammy Ferraino
bret@tgif.solutions and tammy@tgif.solutions
814-226-8820
Lisa Goth
Lgoth!leachagency.com. 814-275-3224

Don’t Forget Scholarship
Applications are Due
CVF Farm Bureau is offering three
scholarships for post-secondary students
coming from member households.
Applications were sent out in the December
newsletter and are due by March 15, 2021.
The winners’ names will be randomly drawn
and announced at the Annual Spring Meeting
held on March 18, 2021. Send them to CVF
Farm Bureau, 736 McCleary Road, Clarion, PA
16214.

Legislative Breakfast continued from page 1

Chip Abramovic, Venango County Commissioner, spoke
about the progress that Venango County is making in
bringing broadband to parts of Venango and Forest
Counties. He said that they have jumped through a lot
of hoops to do it and feels that their efforts are a pilot
for the nation on how to do it. Ed Heasley, Clarion
County Commissioner, also spoke about Clarion’s
progress.
Those in attendance included Congressman Glenn
“GT” Thompson and Aide Brad Moore, State Senator
Scott Hutchinson, State Rep. R Lee James, Lisa Kerle for
State Rep. Donna Oberlander, Clarion County
Commissioners Ted Tharan, Wayne Brosius, and Ed
Heasley, Venango County Commissioners Mike Dulainey
and Chip Abramovic, Jill Fisher, Clarion County
Administrator, Mindy Frampton, Clarion Deputy Chief
Clerk, ROD Brittany Eisenman, PFB District 13 State
Director Ernie Mattiuz, Jordan Siegal, CVF President,
Steve Reichard, CVF Vice-President, Chyanne Shuffstall,
CVF Secretary-Treasurer, Bud and Gwen Wills, Fred
Allen, Dave Yeany, Paul and Linda Stahlman, Gaylord
Wagner and Larry Dunkerley. Also in attendance was
Ron Wilshire from Explore Clarion and Randy Bartley of
The Derrick and Clarion News.

18th Annual Maple Taste & Tour
March 13 & 14 2021
10 Am -4 PM
Tour maple camps in Crawford, Erie, Warren,
Venango & Forest Counties
Complete list on pamaple.org

In Forest County, you can visit
Yeany Maple owned by David & Zenobia
Yeany, 113 Chestnut St., Marienville, PA
16239. Email: yeanymaple@gmail.com
Ph 814-221-4360. Web: yeanymaple.net
CVF Farm Bureau
Mission Statement
To be an active and unified voice of the Clarion
Venango Forest County Farm Bureau
membership through policy development,
education, political engagement and community
enhancement endeavors.
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Lightning Can Strike More than Once
2021 WLC Safety Contest Theme
Farm Bureau Kids
It’s time to get creative for the annual
safety contest sponsored by the Women’s
Leadership Committee. The contest is open
to any child in Pennsylvania. Each county
will choose one winner per category and
submit these to the PFB Office. Entries
should be submitted to Michele McMinn,
985 Long Level Rd., Ridgeway, PA 15853 by
June 1, 2021.
The contest covers three main categories.

Coloring Page Contest (see page 5)
The page can also be downloaded at
www.pfb.com/safetycontests .
This contest is open to
children ages 4-6 years old.
They will be judged on
neatness,
appropriateness of coloring, appearance, and
coloring within the lines.

3-D Contest
A winner will be selected in each age category of
children 7-9 years and 10-12 years old. Entries will
be judged on the following:
• Dimensions: 12” x 12” x 12”
• Materials: Anything you choose
• Slogan: Ten words, or less, which addresses
the theme
• Originality: Be creative
• Portability: Ability to display
• Photos: 3-5 photos of different angles of
the project so you can be judged.
The following information must be on the back of
the coloring page or the 3-D: child’s name,
address, phone number, home county &
submitting county, age and parent’s name.
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Video Contest
This contest is open to any youth 13-18 years old.
The counties will select a FIRST and SECOND place
winner from each of the following age categories:
• 13-15 years old
• 16-18 years old
Video Contest Rules:
• Length: 30-60 seconds long
• Content: Educational information based on
the theme
• Date: Must be taken within the last twelve
months
• Quality: Composition, clarity
• Entrants may only win one time in each age
category.
All entries must include the following information:
entrant’s name, address, phone number, home
county & submitting county, age and parent’s
name as well as a signed photo release. The
release form can be downloaded from
www.pfb.com/safetycontests.

Winners
In the Coloring Contest, two
winners will be chosen at the
state level. First place will be a
$25 Visa card and second place
will receive a $15 cash award.
In the 3-D contest, one winner per age category
will be chosen. First place prize will be a $50 Visa
gift card and second place with receive a $25 cash
award.
In the Video contest, one winner per age category
will be chosen. First place prize will be a $100 Visa
gift card and second place with receive a $50 cash
award.
All winners will be invited with their parents to the
PFB Annual Meeting on Monday, November 16,
2021. They will also be announced in the Country
Focus and will be displayed at Ag-Progress Days
and the PFB Annual Meeting.
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Virtual FARMER Fundraiser
Being Planned for Spring
FARMER, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s
political action committee, is planning a virtual
fundraising event for this spring that will give
PFB members a chance to tune in from the
comfort of home to hear from influential
speakers.
Details are still being planned so be sure to
look for additional information in Farm Bureau
Express and on PFB’s social media pages.
The virtual event will take the place of the
FARMER Dinner, typically held ahead of the
State Legislative Conference. Restrictions on
large events due to the COVID-19 pandemic
led to the decision to instead host a virtual
fundraiser for 2021.
FARMER, which stands for Farmers Allied for
Responsive More Effective Representation,
recognizes and supports the campaigns of
members of the Pennsylvania General
Assembly who are friendly to agriculture. The
PAC is led by a bipartisan committee of PFB
members.

Webinar Series to
Examine Energy
Savings
Penn State Extension and the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection are
offering a free, lunchtime webinar series to
help farmers learn more about options for
improving energy efficiency.
The sessions will focus on strategies that
farmers can implement to improve their bottom
lines by reducing energy costs, while also
benefiting the environment. Topics include
solar power, information for new farmers, highefficiency lighting, heating, biogas, analyzing
utility bills and strategies specific to dairy and
poultry operations.
The hour-long webinars will be held each
Thursday at noon March 25 through May 6.
Learn more and register at
bit.ly/farmenergyday.
6

Free Utility Bill Analyses
Available for Farmers
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection and Penn State Extension have
launched a new energy assistance program for
agricultural producers in Pennsylvania.
Utility bill analyses will be provided free of
charge upon request. A utility bill analysis
involves review of 12 months of utility bills to
determine simple ways for saving energy, to
ensure taxes and fees are correct, and to help
you make sense of the charges on your bills.
Farmers, take advantage of this free service
now by contacting Ed Johnstonbaugh, Penn
State Extension, at exj11@psu.edu.

New Options to Help
Support Foundation
New tools are available to help you support the
Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture
Foundation, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s
charitable organization that raises awareness
and understanding of agriculture through
educational programs.
To help support its signature Mobile Ag Ed
Science Lab program, the foundation has
developed an Amazon
wish list. Those
interested in purchasing
items to help with the ag
lab program can select
the number and quantity
of an item they would like to purchase and the
items will be shipped automatically to the
office. You can check out the foundation’s
charity list at
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/ch/list/222699958/ref=smi_cl_ls_llol_lol.
You can also support the foundation via your
purchases at Rite Aid pharmacies. The
foundation is a recognized organization with
the RX fundraising program. Rite Aid
customers can register their wellness+ card
and select the Pennsylvania Friends of
Agriculture Foundation as their supporting
organization. Then, you will help support the
foundation every time you use your wellness+
card at Rite Aid. To register, visit
https://rxfundraising.com/s/?id=Pafbfriends
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CVF County Farm Bureau
175 Marks Lane
Fairmount City, PA 16224

Address Correction Requested

Mailing Address
Street Number and Name
City, PA 98765-4321

Notable Events in 2021
March 2 - CVF Board Meeting, 7:30 PM. Perkins, Clarion

March 15-19 – Ag Literacy Week

March 15 – Deadline to submit CVF Scholarship Applications
March 18 – Annual Spring Meeting, Trinity Point, 7 PM. Please RSVP

April 6 - CVF Board Meeting, 7:30 PM. Place TBA
April 18-24 – Rural Roads Safety Week
May 4 - CVF Board Meeting, 7:30 PM. Place TBA

NOTE: Any last-minute changes in meeting locations will be posted on the CVFacebook
page and website: www.cvffarmbureau.com

