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Start Off Your
Memorial Day Celebrations
With a Pancake Breakfast
At Yeany’s Maple

113 Chestnut Street, Marienville, PA
7 AM to Noon
$8.00 all you can eat
Also available. Maple Kettle Korn,
Maple Cotton Candy &
Vendors

Fundraiser for CVF

2021 Scholarship Winners

June 2021

Board Pleased with
Annual Spring Meeting
Face to Face Turnout
Given the current situation with COVID, the CVF
Board of Directors was pleased that 27 people
came out to attend the Annual Spring Meeting on
March 18 at Trinity Point.
We are hopeful to increase that number for our
Fall Annual Meeting coming up on September 23.
Jordan Siegal, CVF President,
did a good job of conducting his
first annual meeting. He along
with Steve Reichard and Ernie
Mattiuz, District 13 State Board
Member, gave reports on our
local and state activities.
Like many other non-profit organizations, fund
raising has been very limited for CVF this past year.
To help our scholarship and Ag education funds, a
Chinese auction was held with many desirable
items. The auction netted $250 and donations
gave us an additional $70.
Nine scholarship applications were submitted and
three winners were drawn at random to receive
$300 scholarships.

Autumn Blouse, Emlenton,
Vet Science
@North Carolina State University
Penny Wagner, Tionesta,
Expanded Function Dental Assistant
@ Altoona Career & Tech
Abigail Brockett, Polk
Middle School Education
@ Penn State

At the beginning of the meeting, everyone
enjoyed apple dumplings with vanilla ice cream.
Tom Brown, Hit and Miss Ice Cream, donated the
ice cream and furnished the apple dumplings.
Many thought that this was a wonderful way to
start off the meeting.
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Spotlight on the Board
Dave Yeany
Dave Yeany has served on
the Board of Directors since
2016 when he was willing to
fill a vacancy.
Dave is well known in our area because of his
Marienville business, Yeany’s Maple. Tapping
4200 trees, he is the only producer of maple
syrup in Forest County. Dave markets his
maple syrup and value-added products in area
small stores, local festivals, the Clarion Farmers
Market and in Pittsburgh area restaurants.
His wife Zenobia is a partner in his business and
adds to it with her own talent of making a wide
variety of jellies and jams. His family includes
two grown children and four at home. His
younger generation is showing a great interest
in making and eating maple products.
Dave feels that “Farm Bureau does a good job
of representing farmers and Pennsylvania
agriculture. There are many farming issues that
Farm Bureau has helped to resolve to advance
our industry of agriculture.”

GREAT NEWS
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Our ROD Brittany
Eisenman and her
husband Corey have
announced the arrival of their second
son Dawson “Daws” James on April 28.
This bouncing baby boy was 8 lbs. 5 oz
and 19.5 inches long at birth.
Big brother Decker is
smitten with his new
baby brother.

Congratulations to
the Eisenman Family!

New Chief Administrator Hired
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s State Board of

Registration Open for Virtual
Educator’s Ag Institute
Educator’s Ag Institute, a program that helps
educators to incorporate lessons about agriculture
into their curriculum, will continue in a virtual format
June 28 through 30.
The annual program is organized by the
Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture Foundation, a
charitable organization supported by Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau. Teachers learn about modern
agriculture and leave with tools, including lesson
plans and educational materials, to help them add
lessons about agriculture into their existing
curriculum.
Educators who participate in the virtual institute
this year will have an opportunity to earn Act 48
credit hours, participate in interactive educational
sessions, receive a box of teacher resources and
register for hands-on experiences and farm tours.

Learn more and register at
pfbfriends.com/ag-institute

Keystone Smiles
Progressive Ag
Safety Day
For the second year in a row, Ag Safety Day
will not be conducted in-person for the second
graders of Clarion, Venango and Forest
counties.
CVF has contributed $500 to help Keystone
Smiles assemble take-home activity bags for
each child. The reusable bags will include six
hands-on activities and the materials to do
them. They will also get an ag safety t-shirt.
Hopefully, the students will complete the
activities with their families to increase their
awareness of safety in their homes and farms.

Directors has hired Michael L.
Stolitca, Jr. as PFB’s new chief
administrative officer.
Stolitca started in the role April
19, filling a vacancy that
opened when former chief
administrator Sam Kieffer was
hired for a position with the
American Farm Bureau
Federation.
The chief administrative officer serves as a
bridge between PFB’s State Board of Directors
and professional staff, leading the
organization’s senior management team and
overseeing the day-to-day operations of PFB,
PFB Member Services Corporation, and the
Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture
Foundation.
Stolitca comes to PFB from Kubota, where
he was regional sales manager and previously
served as district sales manager for New
Holland Agriculture. He has a bachelor’s
degree in government and legal studies from
Bowdoin College and a master’s degree in
agricultural economics from Penn State. He
grew up on a family farm in Westmoreland
County.

Ag Promotion Committee
Ag Awareness Crates
Ag Awareness Crates are boxes of teaching materials
that are being assembled and sold to help teachers bring
ag awareness into their classrooms.
There are three sets of crates:
Fall with a focus on pumpkins,
Winter with a focus on
Pork,
Spring with a focus on soybeans.
The crates which cost $50 each will include a book,
teacher resources, a classroom sets of Ag Mags and a
themed experiment.
CVF is willing to purchase the crates to promote ag
awareness in our counties. We are reaching out to
teachers to gauge their interest in this project. PFB is
only making 100 sets of these crates available.
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Tax Plans Would Threaten
Family Farms
Farm Bureau is opposing plans in Congress
that would tax unrealized capital gains at death
and eliminate the stepped-up basis on those
capital gains, warning the move could force
many family farms out of business.
Enacting those changes would result in a
significant tax burden for agriculture, putting at
risk the ability of family farms to remain
financially sustainable as they continue to the
next generation.
“Taxing capital gains when a loved one
passes away would have a devastating impact
on farm and ranch families, even more so if the
stepped-up basis tool is taken out of the
toolbox,” American Farm Bureau President
Zippy Duvall said. “Stepped-up basis
encourages families to grow their businesses
and pass them on to another generation, and
elimination could force those families to sell
their farms just to pay the taxes.”
Stepped-up basis enables farms to reduce
the burden of capital gains taxes by resetting
the value of an asset when it is transferred
between generations. It’s especially important
in agriculture because assets, such as land,
are often held for decades and passed on from
generation to generation.
Currently, the capital gains taxes on the
stepped-up value of an inherited asset are
deferred until that asset is sold. So if capital
gains are taxed at death and the stepped-up
basis is removed, the next generation inheriting
the farm could be forced to pay taxes on the
increase in value over generations.
“The value of many farms is tied up in land
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and equipment,” Duvall said. “Cash flow on
most farms is much too small to pay large
capital gains taxes. These taxes would cause
further consolidation in agriculture with small
farms more likely to be forced out of business
by the tax liability.”
In Pennsylvania, the average cropland value
has increased 168 percent since 1997,
resulting in an estimated capital gains tax of
$890 per acre. In that scenario, the capital
gains tax would be close to 10 times the
average cash rental rate.
Make your voice heard!
Members of Congress need to hear from the
farmers they represent how taxing capital gains
at death and eliminating the stepped-up basis
would be devastating to the future of
Pennsylvania’s family farms.
Make your voice heard by responding to
PFB’s Action Alert at www.pfb.com/ActNow.

Contact these Farm Certified Nationwide
Agents:
Bret Atwood and Tammy Ferraino
bret@tgif.solutions and tammy@tgif.solutions
814-226-8820
Lisa Goth
Lgoth@leachagency.com. 814-275-3224

CVF Farm Bureau
Mission Statement
To be an active and unified voice of the Clarion
Venango Forest County Farm Bureau
membership through policy development,
education, political engagement and community
enhancement endeavors.

YAP is Calling All Cooks
To Send their Best Recipes
Board Updates CVF By-Laws
At the May meeting, the CVF Board of Directors
approved the by-laws revisions recommended by
the By-Laws Review Committee.
Changes were made to several sections:
Article II, Section 3. Application for Membership:

An eligible person, corporation or partnership shall apply for
membership to the county Farm bureau in the county of their
choice, or of its principal office, in the case of a corporation or
partnership, or to the Farm Bureau in an adjoining county.
Upon acceptance by such county Farm Bureau and payment
to it of the first year’s dues and execution of such
membership agreement as prescribed, the applicant shall
become a member of the county Farm Bureau and of the
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau.

Article II, Section 6. Dues:

The annual county dues in this county Farm Bureau shall be
based on the membership class, as outlined below, plus any
amount required to be forwarded to the PFB and the AFBF for
each member, including any costs for the AD&D program and
Farm Bureau publications:
a. Voting Member: Total Dues $100.00 County Share $20.00
b. Friend of Farm Bureau Member: Total Dues $100.00
County Share $20.00
c. Subsequent member class or class subcategory created
by PFB Board of Directors: As determined by the county
Board of Directors.

A full set of the approved by-laws can be obtained
by contacting Chyanne Shuffstall, board secretary,
at 814-657-5928.

Pennsylvania Young Ag Professionals is
creating a cookbook fundraiser and they
need our county’s
help!
They are looking to
put together a
cookbook with recipes
from all over the state
of Pennsylvania. Most
importantly, they want the recipes that
people of the Commonwealth love. They
would like to get at least two recipes from
each county per category. Categories include
appetizers & beverages, soups & salads,
vegetables & side dishes, main dishes,
breads & rolls, desserts, cookies & candy,
and this & that.
Recipes can be uploaded to:
https://www.typensave.com/get-started/
Contributor (county members) username:
pfbyap password: peanut629
Or recipes can be emailed to:
skerstetter17@gmail.com .
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CVF Members Have
Local Discounts

Sign Up for PFB Text
Message Alerts
Be the first to know about major developments in
Pennsylvania agriculture, state and federal policy,
and Pennsylvania Farm Bureau advocacy and
engagement by signing up for PFB text message
alerts.
PFB keeps members informed through our print
and digital communications. But sometimes, there’s
news you need to know right away. That’s why
we’ve developed PFB text message alerts to send
important updates right to your phone.
Signing up is easy. Simply text “PFBALERTS” to
833.554.0849 or sign up online at
www.pfb.com/text-alerts.
By texting to this number or signing up online, you
agree to receive promotional messages sent via an
autodialer, and this agreement isn’t a condition of
any purchase. You also agree to the Terms of
Service and Privacy Policy. Msg & data rates may
apply. Up to 5 msg/mo. To unsubscribe, text STOP
to 833-554-0849.

Clarion Conservation District
No-Till Planter Rentals

The Conservation District has ordered a 7foot Great Plains No-till Planter for local
farmers to rent.
It is supposed to be in sometime in late
May/June, in time to do fall cover crops for
2021. In 2022, it will be available for all
crops.
The rental fee is $12 per acre. PFB
members will be given a $1/acre discount.
To get on a sign-up list, contact Tricia Mazik,
Clarion Conservation District Resource
Technician, at 814-227-5530.
6

Be ready to show your PFB
Membership Card
J.D. Lumber and Hardware near
Knox 5% off building materials
purchase of $1000 or more
Riverhill Battery Warehouse in
Clarion 5% off any purchase of
$100 or more
Toy Drilling
Contractor (Armstrong) 15% off
total bill for all of our water related
services
West Branch Dairy Diner in
Morrisdale10% off any full
breakfast, lunch, or dinner meal.
Weaver Auto Parts, Shippenville.
7% or $10 off purchase over $50.
Any tool, filter or part to do with
farming. Counterperson has the
right to distinguish eligibility.
Look for the Local Discounts Sign
at these businesses. If you know
of any other businesses willing to
give CVF members discounts,
please contact Jordan Siegal @
814-221-5301.

Wedding Barn Bill
Passed by Senate
A bill supported
by Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau that
aims to make it
easier for farmers
to rent out barns
for weddings and
similar social
events has been passed by the state Senate.
Senators voted 28-19 in favor of Senate Bill
191, sponsored by Sen. Judy Ward of Blair
County. The measure now heads to the House
for consideration.
The bill would exempt certain agricultural
buildings that are used occasionally for
weddings or other social events from some
parts of the Uniform Construction Code, as
long as other safety conditions are met. The
exemption would apply only to existing
structures, not new construction.
With more people wanting to connect with
agriculture and hold events in rustic settings,
wedding barns can be a great option for farms
to diversify and bring in additional revenue to
supplement farm income. However, some
municipal governments have required farms
that want to host events to retrofit historic
barns and agricultural buildings to meet the
entirety of the construction code, which can be
cost prohibitive, especially if a sprinkler system
is required.
The legislation would allow farms to avoid
having to install a sprinkler system in existing
buildings if they meet certain safety
requirements. Those include: ensuring
electrical wiring is up to date, ensuring there
are sufficient and operational smoke detectors
and portable fire extinguishers on site,
prohibiting smoking and open flames (except
for food-warming trays), and ensuring there are
multiple ways to exit the building safely in an
emergency.
The bill is based on agreements that some
farmers have reached with local officials in
their municipalities and would establish a
statewide standard that makes it easier for
farms throughout the commonwealth to host
events safely.

Senate Committee Advances
Bills Clarifying Sales Tax
Exemptions for MAVs,
Deer Farms
A pair of Pennsylvania Farm Bureausupported bills that clarify sales tax exemptions
related to deer farming and multipurpose
agricultural vehicles (or MAVs) are on track to
be considered by the state Senate.
The state Senate Finance Committee voted
unanimously to advance Senate Bill 325, which
deals with sales taxes on MAVS, and voted 7-4
to advance Senate Bill
343, which relates to
deer farms. Both bills
now head to the full
chamber for
consideration.
Senate Bill 325,
sponsored by Sen. Judy Ward of Blair County,
clarifies when purchases of MAVs for
agricultural purposes are exempt from state
sales taxes. Farmers receive a sales tax
exemption when purchasing MAVs to be used
primarily for farming. However, the state
Department of Revenue has a narrow definition
of what is considered a farming activity. Many
farm chores—maintaining and repairing
pasture fencing, for example—fall outside of
the department’s definition.
PFB has heard from an increasing number of
members who have faced state tax audits after
claiming the exemption for MAVs used on the
farm and had to pay state sales tax because
their use of the equipment did not meet the
department’s criteria for farming. The bill would
expand the scope of activities considered
“farming” to include the wide range of ways
MAVs can be used on a farm to support the
farmer and their business.
Senate Bill 343, sponsored by Sen. Doug
Mastriano of Franklin County, would clarify that
farmers who raise deer and other cervids are
eligible for the agricultural sales tax exemption
on feed and other items needed to run the farm
regardless of how the animals are used.
Currently, farmers who raise cervids for meat
can claim the sales tax exemption but those
raising animals for lures, antlers, breeding, or
controlled hunting cannot.
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Notable Events in 2021
May 29 – CVF Pancake Fundraiser, 7 AM -Noon, Dave Yeany’s yard,
113 Chestnut Street, Marienville
June 1 - CVF Board Meeting, 7:00 PM. Home of Dave Yeany, Marienville
All CVF members are welcome to attend the CVF Board Meetings.
June 28-30 – Educator’s Ag Institute (Virtual)
July 6 - CVF Board Meeting, 7:00 PM. Home of Allison Beichner, 1496 Beichner Road, Shippenville
August 3 - CVF Board Meeting, 7:00 PM. Gumtown Park, New Bethlehem
August 10-12 – Ag Progress Days
September 7-CVF Board Meeting, 7:00 PM. Home of Linda Stahlman, 175 Marks Lane, Fairmount city

NOTE: Any last-minute changes in meeting locations and times will be posted on the CVF
Facebook page and website: www.cvffarmbureau.com

