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From the President’s Desk

YCFB Annual Meeting a Success

Kate Menges, York County Farm Bureau President

As the 2020-2021 YCFB year comes to an end we would like to
thank our board for their leadership and guidanceDolores Krick - Vice President
Deborah Macklin - Secretary
Mike Ritz - Treasurer
Julie Yahnke-Schrum - Newsletter
Patty McCandless
Tom Earp

The annual meeting of York County Farm Bureau was held on Wednesday, September 8 at
Stewartstown Fire Hall with dinner provided by Big
Bob’s Catering. The meeting consisted of electing
new Board of Directors, and voting on proposed
changes. 65 members or family members were in
attendance and had the opportunity for door prizes
and bidding on the Silent Auction. Members who
wished to stay after the meeting were able to watch
the movie Silo. Thank you members for your participation and support!

Lisa Jackson

Livestock Pandemic Relief Deadline

Matt Kessler
Wayne Hoffman
Alana Eisenhour
Thank you all for your time and support to the York County Farm
Bureau!
As we gear up for the 2021 - 2022 year the York County Farm
Bureau Board would love to extend an invitation to our members
to become more involved by helping to plan events or serve on
committee. If this sounds interesting to you, please contact any
board member for additional information!
We wish all of our members a safe and prosperous harvest!
-Kate
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture has extended the deadline for livestock and poultry
farmers to apply for the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP) to Oct. 12, 2021. Producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to lack access to processing have until
then to apply for assistance for those losses
and the cost of depopulation and disposal of the
animals.
Eligible livestock must have been depopulated between March 1 and Dec. 26, 2020 due to
insufficient processing access as a result of the
pandemic. Applicants must have had legal ownership of the livestock; contract growers are not
eligible.
Payments are based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the
cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal.
Aid previously received through other programs
will be subtracted from the payment amount.
Eligible livestock and poultry include swine,
chickens and turkeys.
Eligible producers can apply for PLIP by completing the application found at https://
www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemicassistance/plip , and submitting it to any FSA
county office.

PA Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting is returning to an in-person format for
2021. This year’s event will be bigger and better than ever with top-notch entertainment and
educational sessions as well as attractions for
the entire family.
PFB’s 71st Annual Meeting will take place
Nov. 15-17 at the Hershey Lodge, Hershey. In
addition to celebrating PFB’s accomplishments, hundreds of members will gather to
elect leaders and establish our policies on
farming and rural life issues. We will honor
achievements in membership and Farm Bureau’s accomplishments over the past year.
We will also recognize farmers who have
made an impact on agriculture in Pennsylvania.
This year, attendees will hear from keynote speaker Greg Peterson, of the
YouTube sensation The Peterson Farm
Brothers, whose popular, agriculture-themed
parody music videos have both engaged
farmers and helped educate consumers about
agriculture. This presentation will be Monday
evening after the dinner. There will also be a
Silent Auction following. Tuesday evening is
the banquet with ice cream social and Trivia
Night. Throughout the event, we will offer valuable seminars that can help your farm operation, including a look at how cutting-edge augmented reality technology will transform agriculture. Register online at https://pfb.com/
events-landing-page/2021-pfb-annualmeeting/

Welcome New YC Board Members
York County Farm Bureau voted in three new
board members at the annual meeting. We welcome Heather Grove, Barron Shaw, and Ed Livingston. Heather and her family live in Winterstown on the family farm which includes grain,
chickens, and pigs. Barron lives in New Park and
is the owner of Shaw Orchard’s. Ed Livingston
was a prior member of the board so has history as
Chairman of the Board. Ed is part of the family
farm in grain and primarily beef and hogs with retail and wholesale sales. We welcome these
three knowledgeable farm members to the Board
to help serve all farm families in York County.

Spotted Lanternfly Here in York County
Spotted lanternfly (SLF) is an invasive insect
that has spread throughout Pennsylvania since its discovery in Berks County in 2014. SLF feeds on the
plant sap of many different plants including grapevines, maples, black walnut, and other important
plants in PA.
SLF is a serious invasive pest with a healthy appetite for our plants and it can be a significant nuisance, affecting the quality of life and enjoyment of
the outdoors. If not contained, spotted lanternfly potentially could drain Pennsylvania’s economy of at
least $324 million annually, according to a study carried out by economists at Penn State. The spotted
lanternfly uses its piercing-sucking mouthpart to feed
on sap from over 70 different plant species. It has a
strong preference for economically important plants
including grapevines, maple trees, black walnut, birch,
willow, and other trees. The feeding damage significantly stresses the plants which can lead to decreased health and potentially death.
If you see SLF, help us stop it in its tracks!
To report a sighting, use our reporting tool at https://
extension.psu.edu/spotted-lanternfly or call our hotline
at 1-888-422-3359.
Source: Penn State Extension

Preliminary Approval—Red Tag Program
At the recent meeting in July, the Board of Game
Commissioners granted preliminary approval to some
big changes to the Deer Depredation Program, or
“Red Tag”. The proposed changes come after a review in response to stakeholder requests for modifications, including advocacy from PFB.
Some of the changes include removing the public
access requirement and signage requirements; allowing four permits per person to be consistent with
DMAP; changing valid permit dates to Aug. 1 through
Sept. 15, and Feb. 1 through April 15; allowing hunters to keep all deer harvested; and removing the landowner reporting requirement, as well as opening participation to non-PA residents. If approved at the upcoming meeting in September, the changes would
take effect in July of 2022.
Source: PFB Country Focus
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York County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors
President
Kate Menges (717) 655-1248
kml5484@gmail.com
Vice President
Dolores Krick (717) 487-4556
sjkrick@gmail.com
Secretary/Director
Deb Macklin (717) 891-4963
dmackfarms@aol.com
Treasurer/Director
Mike Ritz (717) 465-7089
mrcvf@ymail.com
Governmental Relations Director
Corey Grove
Member Services Director
Membership Chairman/Director
Dolores Krick (717) 487-4556
sjkrick@gmail.com
Information Director
Kate Menges
Newsletter Editor/Director
Julie Yahnke-Schrum (717) 324-3410
leogal34@msn.com
Directors
Tom Earp (717) 215-4101
twearp@ptd.net
Wayne Hoffman (717) 324-3663
ehoofman717@aol.com
Alana Starner (717) 577-0873
ajocelyneisenhour@gmail.com
Matt Kessler (717) 587-4043
matt.kessler@cpsagu.com
Heather Grove (717) 324-8284
secretary45firefighter@hotmail.com
Barron Shaw (717) 571-2368
barron@shaworchards.com
Ed Livingston (717) 873-2810
colwinfarm@gmail.com
Annual Dues
Reminder that your annual dues renewal for
2022 are now due. The annual membership did
increase to $100 per the by-law changes that
were voted on at June’s meeting. Remember to
get your dues paid in order to keep your benefits!

African Swine Fever Found in Haiti
On September 20, the Chief Veterinary Officer in
Haiti reported a positive case of African swine fever
(ASF) to the World Organization for Animal Health.
The sample was collected from a pig in a province
bordering the Dominican Republic and was tested by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National
Veterinary Services Laboratories through a cooperative testing program.
ASF is not a threat to human health, cannot be
transmitted from pigs to humans and it is not a food
safety issue.
While unfortunate, this detection is not unexpected
due to the recent cases of ASF in the Dominican Republic. USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) is committed to assisting both Haiti
and the Dominican Republic in dealing with ASF and
continues to consult with animal health officials in both
countries to support response and mitigation
measures.
APHIS has numerous interlocking safeguards in
place to prevent ASF from entering the United States.
Pork and pork products from the Haiti and the Dominican Republic are prohibited entry to the United States
as a result of existing classical swine fever restrictions. After ASF was detected in the Dominican
Republic, APHIS increased surveillance and safeguards in U.S. territories. These safeguards will also
help prevent the spread of ASF to the United States
from Haiti.
APHIS continues to work diligently with partners
including the DHS’s U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the U.S. swine industry to prevent ASF
from entering the United States. CBP is increasing
inspections of flights from Hispaniola to ensure travelers do not bring prohibited products to the United
States. CBP will also ensure that garbage from these
airplanes is properly disposed of to prevent the transmission of ASF.
ASF has not been detected in Puerto Rico or the
U.S. Virgin Islands, and APHIS is committed to keeping it out of both islands and the rest of the United
States. As part of the actions taken to create the protection zone, on September 17, APHIS issued a Federal Order suspending the interstate movement of all
live swine, swine germplasm, swine products, and
swine byproducts from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to the mainland United States until APHIS
can establish sufficient mitigations to authorize such
movement. USDA is taking these actions out of an
abundance of caution to further safeguard the U.S.
swine herd and protect the interests and livelihoods of
U.S. pork producers.
Source: USDA
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Junior Dairy Princess Throws First Pitch!

Little Dairy Miss Emma threw one of the first
pitches at the York Revolution game on September 4 during the Ag Night at the stadium! She
threw one of the first pitches with a frozen cream
cheese ball! Emma also made sure to inform other kids to have 3-A-Day Everyday to make sure
they get strong bones and muscles like the players. Emma’s parents are YCFB members Greg &
Kristina Wilt who have a family owned farm, GK
Wilt Farms in New Park, PA. Great Job Emma!
The junior representative program was started
in the 1990s as a complementary program functioning within a county to assist the dairy princess
in carrying out her duties and to educate and train
future princess candidates and promoters. The
program enlists not only young women, but young
men as well. The junior representatives are
trained in the what, why and how’s of dairy promotion at a one day mini-seminar. Along with the
county princesses, the junior representatives travel across their county promoting the dairy industry
though educational displays, store and mall displays, speaking arrangements and many other
type of promotions.

PA YAP Cookbooks on Sale Now!
The cookbook fundraiser
for Young Ag Professionals
is going on now and available for your purchase.
Cookbooks
are
$10.00
each.
Payment options include:
cash, check or credit/debit.
Checks can be made payable to: PFB, put YAP cookbook in the notes section of the check. Checks can
be mailed to Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 510 S.
31st Street, Camphill, PA 17011. Please put cash/
check in a sealed envelope labeled "Young Ag
Professionals Cookbook Fundraiser" with the
quantity of cookbooks desired, name, address, and
phone number. Give sealed envelope to your ROD
or any YAP district chair.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
State Policy Dev. Committee Meeting
October 28, 2021
PA Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
November 15-17, 2021
Hershey Lodge
RSVP to attend seminars & meals
Annual Farm Bureau Convention
January 6—12, 2022
Atlanta, GA
www.annualconvention.fb.org

Shipping/Pick Up options: Cookbooks can be
picked up at Annual Meeting for Free or buyer
pays shipping.
If you need assistance placing your order,
please
contact
Sarah
Kerstetter
at
skerstetter17@gmail.com or (717) 953-6977.
Who is YAP? The Young Ag Professionals
(YAP) program is a Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
program for individuals or couples between the ages of 18 and 35.
The objective of the Young Ag Professionals
program is to provide leadership in building a more
effective Farm Bureau to preserve our individual
freedoms and expand our opportunities in agriculture.
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Conservation Easement Sale

Soil Health Steward Grant Awarded

The York County Agricultural Land
Preservation Board announces the next application round for landowners interested in preserving their farm through a conservation easement
sale to the County of York or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Applications are only
accepted every other year, so mark your calendar with the deadline of February 15, 2022. Applications are available online or mailed. Appointments are strongly encouraged to ensure a
qualifying application is submitted. Staff are
available by appointment to review program eligibility requirements and assist with application
completion and mapping. A signed map of the
lands to be preserved is required. Enrollment in
your Ag Security Area and a current conservation plan are two key eligible requirements.
Make an appointment today to review the requirements and start the application process by
calling (717) 840-7400.

York County Ag Land Preservation Office was
pleased to learn they were awarded the Soils Health
Steward Grant of $ 10,000.00 from the American
Farmland Trust (AFT) this past August. The Grant
will assist the agency promote soil health practices
with our landowners and producers. As recipients
of the grant, employees David Boose and Marty
Druck attended a 3 day virtual training on Soil
Health. The training was hosted by AFT and included speakers from AFT, NRCS, PA State Conservation Commission, PA Department of Agriculture, PA
Soil Health Coalition, along with speakers from
agencies throughout the US. The training involved
many question and answer sessions. Participants
were encouraged to become engaged and collaborate on ways to promote soil health. Soil Health is
defined as the continued capacity of soil to function
as a vital living ecosystem that sustains plants, animals, and humans. Dave and Marty learned the level of living organisms within the soil greatly affects
the health and quality of the soil. They observed
side-by-side comparisons of soil samples of equivalent soil type, nutrient and PH levels, which had significantly different abilities to produce and sustain
crops. The training clearly showed how developing
healthy soil involves much more than applying the
right amount of lime and fertilizer. Dave and Marty
are now tasked with using the knowledge and funds
received thru the grant to promote the message of
soil health. They are excited to share the message
of the importance of determining, maintaining, and
improving soil health conditions on farms throughout
York County. A search for Partners to join us as we
educate and promote soil health is now underway.

Farmland Preservation Applications
Landowners interested in Farmland Preservation, the York County Ag Land Preservation Office
reminds you applications can now be submitted
for the 2022 Application Round. Deadline is February 15, 2022, but we encourage fall appointments to ensure you submit a qualified application
well before the deadline. Please call (717)8407400 for an Application-Literature Packet, or to
make an Appointment. Visit our website and read
about farm eligibility, qualification, the ranking and
selection procedures, and the deed of easement
restrictions. Go to www.yorkcountypa.gov ,
Property and Taxes, find Ag Land Preservation, in
the drop down menu. The 2022 application is
available to download. Please remember we
moved to 2401 Pleasant Valley Road Suite 101,
York Pa 17402. Across from Heritage Valley
Credit Union and behind Diehl Toyota.
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Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Clapper!
Congratulations goes out to our Regional Organization Director, Justin Clapper and his new wife
Shayla. They were married on October 2, 2021 on
the family farm. Justin is our Region 2 Director who
not only oversees York County, but also Dauphin,
Lancaster, Lebanon, Montour, Northumberland,
Snyder and Union County!
Regional Organization Directors (RODs) within
the state Farm Bureau, act as a direct link between
the member and other staff and are crucial in the
promotion of the philosophy, policies and basic concepts of the county, state and national organization.
The function of Regional Organization Directors
is to assist the county leaders in developing and
carrying out Farm Bureau programs that will help
members to maintain a strong, effective organization to meet their needs. They have the authority to
organize and plan activities utilizing all resources
available to assist members and volunteer leaders
in implementing Farm Bureau policies.
Justin not only works full time for PFB but also is
the Young Ag Professionals Committee Director,
President of the PA Center for Beef Excellence,
Council Chair for Bedford County Penn State Extension, Farm Manager of Pleasant Acres Farm, and
Owner of Clapper Family Beef.

Energy Efficient Rebate Program for Farmers

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection has a new rebate program for farmers to
help with the cost of energy efficiency projects. The
Agriculture Energy Efficiency Rebate Program is offering rebates to defray the costs of installing LED
lighting or variable frequency drives on the farm,
which can save energy while saving money on utility
bills.
Applications will be accepted from September 20,
2021 through March 31, 2022 on a first-come, firstserved basis as long as funding is available. The
available rebates will pay for 50% of the equipment
costs, up to 2,000 dollars. Total funding to any one
applicant will not exceed 5,000 dollars.

We wish you both all the best!!

DEP has up to $10,000 available for this program
through State Energy Program funding from the U.S.
Department of Energy.
For complete program guidelines and application
instructions, visit the DEP agriculture and farming energy webpage.

York County Farms
Did you know there are 11,142 farms reported
in York County? Here is a breakdown of those
Farms per the York County Tax Assessment Office.
*Rural Res. w/Acreage

2,024

18.2%

*Christmas Tree Farms

19

0.2%

*Agricultural Other

2,927

26.3%

*Orchards

38

0.3%

*Vegetable Farms

10

0.1%

*Timber Farms

307

2.8%

*Hog Farms

16

1.0%

*Cattle Farms

75

0.7%

*Dairy Farms

123

1.1%

*Horse Farms

244

2.2%

*Poultry Farms

34

0.3%

*Crops & General Farming

3,465

31.1%

*Less than 10 acres

1,798

16.1%

*Livestock NEC

40

0.4%

*Recs/Parks/Churches/Campgrounds

22

0.2%
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Bulk Rate

York County Farm Bureau
Newsletter Editor
710 Main St.
Fawn Grove, PA 17321
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Nationwide is on your Side
These are the Nationwide agents serving York County who are

Farm Certified Agents!
Grove Financial & Associates, Inc.
252 York St., Hanover, PA 17331
Andrew Grove (717) 632-6366
general@grovefinancial.netGunn Mowery LLC
1 E. Harrisburg St., Dillsburg, PA 17019
Greg Gunn (717) 432-9635
greg@gunnmowery.com
Keller-Brown Insurance Services
9 S. Main St., Shrewsbury, PA 17361
Joy Keller-Brown (717) 235-6891
joykb@keller-brown.com
McMillan Insurance Agency, LLC
2343 S. Queen St.
York, PA 17402
Lester McMillan (717) 850-0503
lester@mcmillaninsurance.net
The Peabody Agency
64 N. Main St. Red Lion, PA 17356
Larry Blount (717) 339-0055
bloun1@pabodyagency.com
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