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From the President’s Desk
Kate Menges, York County Farm Bureau President

It has been a year of challenge and the need for
Agriculture right here in our county has never been so
great. Like everything else, Farm Bureau has had to
shift into different directions to better serve the
members. While change is sometimes hard to accept,
it pushes us to evaluate and find news ways to conduct
our business. Policy Development and Annual
Meetings were held by digital platforms, but the goals
of our organization have continued to push forward to
serve our members in the best ways possible.
This past fall, York County sent six policies onto the
State Policy Development Committee. It is an exciting
process to see policies that originate from tractor cabs
and kitchen tables advance on to the next level to
better the future of agriculture. There are never too
many voices sharing our story. Specific areas of
membership need are serving on the York County
Farm Bureau Board of Directors, serving on
membership committees and meeting with legislators.
It is critical that we ensure agriculture’s voice is heard.
If you are interested in being a part of the conversation,
please reach out.
During the State Annual Meeting, the Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau By-Laws were updated to reflect changes
to the membership classifications and dues. With these
changes, the York County Board of Directors have
purposed changes to our By-Laws. A summary of
these purposed changes can be found in this
newsletter.
As the land is prepared for Spring Planting, I would
like to wish you a safe and prosperous Spring Season.
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Apply for Conservation Plan Reimbursements
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection has more than $530,000 still available to
reimburse farmers in the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed for costs associated with developing
conservation plans.
But be sure to apply right away. Plans must be
submitted by May 31, 2021 to be eligible for
reimbursement.
The Agricultural Plan Reimbursement Program
reimburses producers for the cost of hiring technical
experts to develop Nutrient and Manure Management
and Agricultural Erosion and Sediment Control plans.
Plans developed after Jan. 1, 2019 are eligible. More
than one plan may be submitted for reimbursement,
for up to a maximum of $6,000.
More information about the program is available at
http://bit.ly/2Nranxh.
Farmers in Adams, Bedford, Berks, Blair,
Cambria, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin,
Fulton, Huntingdon, Indiana, Juniata, Lancaster,
Lebanon, Mifflin, Perry, Somerset, and York Counties
should contact Jedd Moncavage of TeamAg at
jeddm@teamaginc.com or 717.721.6795.
Virtual Fundraiser hosted by FARMER
Registration is open for a virtual fundraiser hosted
by FARMER, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s bipartisan
political action committee that supports candidates for
the Pennsylvania General Assembly who are friends
of agriculture.
Attendees of the April 8 event will have a chance
to hear from two longtime friends of Pennsylvania
agriculture: Congressman Glenn “GT” Thompson,
who was recently selected as Republican leader of
the U.S. House Agriculture Committee, and Bryan
Cutler, speaker of the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives. The event is scheduled for 7 p.m.
and will take place via the video conferencing platform
Zoom, which can be accessed via your computer or
mobile device. For a minimum donation of $25, you
can enjoy an exclusive evening with Congressman
Thompson and Speaker Cutler as they chat about
agriculture, our current political climate and effective
advocacy.
Register
online
at
www.pfb.com/FARMER2021
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York County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors

House Passes Agritourism Liability Bill

President
-Kate Menges (717) 655-1248
klm5484@gmail.com
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-Dolores Krick (717) 487-4556
sjkrick@gmail.com
Secretary/Director
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dmackfarms@aol.com
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-Mike Ritz (717) 465-7089
mrcvf@ymail.com
Governmental Relations Director
- Corey Grove
Member Services Director
Membership Chairman/Director
-Patty McCandless (717) 319-8412
phmccandless@gmail.com
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- Kate Menges
Newsletter Editor/Director
- Julie Yahnke-Schrum (717) 324-3410
leogal34@msn.com
Directors
-Tom Earp (717) 215-4101
twearp@ptd.net
-Wayne Hoffman (717) 324-3663
ehoofman717@aol.com
-Alana Starner (717) 577-0873
ajocelyneisenhour@gmail.com
-Matt Kessler (717) 587-4043
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-Lisa Jackson (717) 993-6309
thebigpond2@gmail.com
York County Planning Commission Update
An update was given to the York County Farm
Bureau Board from YCPC Felicia Dell and Rachel
Stahlman (County Action Plan Coordinator). They
shared a stormwater overview that’s in York
County’s Action Plan for Clean Water and how we
can work together in meeting DEP requirements
(noted all volunteers). Ag Preservation was asked
to share all conservation plans (after sending a
release authorization form to farmers). YCCD are
sharing their conservation plans and BMP’s that
are currently in place with YCPC so records are
updated in systems and then York County will
receive credit. Ag Preservation Board should hear
presentation. YCPC will update us again in a few
months.

A bill that would limit civil liability for farms that
invite the public onto their property for agritourism
activities, one of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s top
legislative priorities, has cleared the state House.
Representatives voted 142-60 in favor of House Bill
101, sending the legislation to the Senate for
consideration.
The bill, sponsored by Rep. Barb Gleim of
Cumberland County, would offer commonsense
legal protection to farms that invite the public onto
their property for agritourism activities, such as corn
mazes, pick-your-own produce, hayrides, and
similar attractions. Specifically, the bill would grant
farms that offer agritourism activities reasonable
protection from lawsuits that arise from
circumstances beyond their control as long as they
warn visitors of the inherent risks of being on a farm.
At the same time, farmers would still need to take
steps to ensure guest safety.
“We are thankful that the State House of
Representatives agrees with Pennsylvania farmers
that reforming civil liability for agritourism should be
a top priority for the new legislative session,
especially as we work to rebuild our economy
following the COVID-19 pandemic,” PFB President
Rick Ebert said. “Agritourism helps farms do just
that by delivering what consumers increasingly
want: Opportunities to connect with their food and
make lasting memories on local farms. But the
threat of frivolous lawsuits—and the related
difficulty of insuring agritourism operations—
remains a significant barrier for farms that want to
begin or continue offering agritourism experiences.”
The legislation would protect farms from
lawsuits in cases where no party is at fault if they
warn visitors of potential risks by either having them
sign a waiver or printing a disclaimer on a ticket or
other material that’s given to visitors. The measure
would not give farms a free pass from ensuring
guest safety and farms could still be held
accountable if they fail to fix or warn patrons of
obvious and dangerous safety risks. The bill is
modeled off similar laws already on the books in at
least 20 other states, including New York and Ohio.
Reforming civil liability for agritourism has been
a longtime priority for PFB and other agriculture
organizations. The measure passed the state
House last fall with a bipartisan, 120-81 vote. It
cleared the Senate after being amended into a
separate bill related to COVID-19 but was ultimately
vetoed by Gov. Tom Wolf. Wolf cited concerns
about the COVID-19 measure as the reason for his
veto and did not signal any objection to the
agritourism bill.
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Grain Bin Safety Week
February 21 – 27, 2021 was Grain Bin
Safety Week sponsored by Nationwide
Insurance collaborating with industry leaders
and agricultural professionals. "Grain bin
accidents can tragically impact individuals,
families and entire communities," said Brad
Liggett, president of Nationwide Agribusiness.
"Accident prevention means everyone working
together, and Grain Bin Safety Week provides
a forum for the agricultural community to help
keep people safe."
As part of this ongoing safety effort,
Nationwide is sponsoring a contest where you
can nominate your local fire department, with
Winning entries being awarded:
• One (1) grain rescue tube, valued
between $3,000 to $5,000
• One (1) six-hour grain entrapment
rescue training session, at winner’s
location, valued at up to $5,000!
You can submit your entry by April 30. To
enter, describe how your local fire department
or emergency rescue team and community
would benefit from grain entrapment training
and a rescue tube, and how the tube and
training could be shared with nearby
departments. Please include: Your name,
Occupation, Phone number, Mailing address,
Email address, Name, address and phone
number of the fire department or rescue team
nomination.
Nominations are accepted from the general
public as well as from fire fighters who wish to
nominate their own fire department.
Employees and agents of Nationwide are not
eligible to submit nominations for the contest.
Submit your entry during the contest:
• Online
• Via email: gbswinfo@nationwide.com or
• Mail to: NECAS, Grain Bin Safety Week
Contest, 8342 NICC Dr., Peosta, IA
52068

29th Annual Richard Prether Golf Outing
Since 1993, this fundraising event has
generated more than $916,000 in total
contributions to the Pennsylvania Friends of
Agriculture Foundation, which is a charitable
organization supported by Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau. The foundation funds a variety of projects,
including six Mobile Agriculture Education Science
Labs, and the weeklong Educator’s Ag Institute,
which includes seminars, farm tours and
educational materials for teachers, who work with
students in Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade.
“Pennsylvania farmers passionately believe
that children across the state should learn about
farming, the environment, nutrition and where their
food comes from. Money raised from the golf
tournament helps the foundation achieve those
goals,” said PFB President Rick Ebert, who also
serves as foundation chairman. “The foundation
also provides agriculture training for teachers and
encourages them to include accurate information
about food and farming in their classroom
curriculum.”
Golf Package Includes: Driving Range, Putting
Contest, Greens Fees, Bag Drop, Golf Cart, Boxed
Lunch, Golfer Gift, Dinner/Prizes, Raffle and Hole
Contests. Register with Natalie at (717) 731-3555.

Limit one (1) entry per person, per email
address and per household or department.
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Calendar of Events

YCFB Proposed By-Law Changes

FARMER Virtual Event
April 8, 2021
7-9 PM
Virtual evening with Congressman Glenn Thompson and
Speaker Bryan Cutler for a minimum of $25 donation.

Article I: Strikethrough “Regular Members and Associate
Members” and replace with Membership.
Article I, Section 1: (New) Eligibility. Any person, corporation or
partnership interested in supporting the purposes of this
organization shall be eligible for membership.
Article I, Section 2: (New) Classes. The membership classes of
this organization shall be: Voting Members, Friends of Farm
Bureau, and any class subcategory, subsequently and duly created
by Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s Board of Directors.
Article I, Section 3: (New) Application for Membership. An eligible
person, corporation or partnership shall apply for membership to
the county Farm Bureau in the county of residence, or of its
principal office, in the county of a corporation or partnership. Upon
acceptance by such county Farm Bureau and payment to it of the
first year’s dues and execution of such membership agreement as
may be prescribed, the applicant shall become a member of the
county Farm Bureau and of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau.
Article I, Section 1: Strikethrough “Regular Members” and
replaced with “Voting Members”
Article I, Section 2: Strikethrough “Associate Members” and
replaced with “Friends of Farm Bureau Members”.
Article I, Section 4:
Dues. The joint annual dues in the County Farm Bureau, in
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, and in American Farm Bureau
Federation shall be (added) based on the membership class as
outlined below.
Revised language to identify “voting member and Friends of Farm
Bureau” classification. Updated due fees. Strikethrough “voice”
changed to “publications”. Added section “b.”.
a. Voting Member: one hundred dollars ($100.00 $75.00) per
member (spouse and children under 18) per year payable in
advance to this County Farm Bureau for the account of this County
Farm Bureau of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and of American Farm
Bureau Federation The distribution for membership for joint dues in
these organizations shall be seventy dollars and fifteen cents
($70.15 $61.50) per year to Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, twenty
dollars ($20.00 $13.50), per year to this County' Farm Bureau. One
dollar and eighty-five cents ($1.85 $1.75) of which covers
Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance for member
families, and five dollars ($5.00 $3.50) per year to American Farm
Bureau Federation; three dollars ($3.00 $2.50) for Publications; for
membership the distribution shall be allotted and distributed as
authorized and approved by the voting delegates.
(NEW) b. Friends of Farm Bureau Member: fifty dollars ($50.00)
per member (spouse and children under 18) per year payable in
advance to this County Farm Bureau for the account of this County
Farm Bureau of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and of American Farm
Bureau Federation The distribution for membership for joint dues in
these organizations shall be thirty-seven dollars ($37.00) per year
to Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, five dollars ($5.00), per year to this
County' Farm Bureau. Five dollars ($5.00) per year to American
Farm Bureau Federation; three dollars ($3.00) for Publications; for
membership the distribution shall be allotted and distributed as
authorized and approved by the voting delegates.
Article IV, Section 1: added “Second Vice-President".
Article IV, Section 2: added “Second Vice-President".
Article IV, Section 3: added he “/she”
Article IV, Section 4: strikethrough “to him”
Article IV, Section 5: (New) Second Vice-President The Second
Vice-President shall have such powers and perform such duties as
may be assigned by the President or by the Board of Directors.
Revised Article I, Section numbers 1 to 15 and Article IV Section
Numbers 1 to 8

York County Farm Bureau Ice Cream Social
June 13, 2021 2-4PM
Lake Redman Pavilion
Annual Richard Prether Golf Classic
June 14, 2021
11 AM – 6:30 PM
Hershey Country Club, Hershey, PA
Educator’s Ag Institute
June 27 – July 1, 2021
Learning event for teachers, pre-service teachers, or
community educators who work with students in Pre-K-12th.

York County Membership Stats
2021 Membership (as of 3/21) = 1009
New Members (as of 3/21) = 53
York County Farm Bureau reminds all members to
not let your membership dues laps as AD&D insurance
accumulation will go back to $1,000 if a lapse in
membership occurs. Membership dues technically must
be received by December 31 of each year to remain
current.
If you haven’t renewed your membership, expect to
receive a phone call or visit from one of your Board
members to follow up!
Contact Membership Chair, or go to www.pfb.com for
more details.
Become a part of PA’s Voice of
Agriculture!

For questions or to review current copy of By-Laws, please contact
Kate Menges 717-655-1248 or KML5484@gmail.com
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Adding Transparency to Cattle Market

Potential Grain Indemnity Fund

Farm Bureau is supporting legislation in
Congress that would enact a series of changes
aimed at improving transparency in cattle markets.
The Cattle Market Transparency Act of 2021 was
introduced in the U.S. Senate in early March. The
measure would establish regional mandatory
minimum levels of negotiated trade and establish
new reporting requirements.
The bill’s approach is in line with the
recommendations made by Farm Bureau’s Cattle
Market Working Group, which developed several
goals for improving cattle markets after the COVID19 pandemic, coupled with fire at a Kansas beefpacking plant, disrupted cattle markets.
“When the pandemic hit, meat prices at grocery
stores went up while the prices paid to farmers fell
through the floor,” American Farm Bureau President
Zippy Duvall said. “This legislation will ensure
farmers and ranchers have fair access to markets
and are fully informed on pricing so they can
continue to put food on the table in homes across
the country.
Specifically, the bill would require the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to create and maintain a
library of marketing contracts offered by packers to
producers, giving producers better information about
pricing when going into negotiations. It would also
require daily reporting from packers on forecasted
slaughter numbers and set minimums, based on
region, for the share of cattle transactions that must
be negotiated.

A grain indemnity fund is being proposed in PA.
A grain indemnity fund differs from bonding. Bonds
would have to be secured by the warehouse/grain
buyer. Instead, an indemnity fund would be paid
through a half-cent transaction charged at the first
point of sale by a farmer who is selling grain to a
grain elevator/dealer. Once the fund reaches a
certain level, the half-cent charge will go away. The
fund will be available to pay farmers who were not
properly paid by a grain buyer in cases of
insolvency. In essence, the fund will act as a form
of insurance.
Numerous other states, including Ohio, have
either grain indemnity funds, or require grain buyers
to be bonded, so that there is protection for farmers.
Pennsylvania is perhaps the largest grain
producing/grain buying state in the country that has
no form of farmer protection. If such an
arrangement works in other grain growing states, it
stands to reason that the same can be made to
work here.

State, Federal Tax Deadline Extended
The Internal Revenue Service and Pennsylvania
Department of Revenue have each extended their
deadlines to file 2020 taxes until May 17, 2021. The
move comes as the COVID-19 pandemic continues
to complicate filing for many taxpayers. And at the
federal level, the recently signed federal stimulus
package made several changes to tax laws.
Pennsylvanians who make estimated payments
for state income taxes should continue to follow the
same schedule.

PFB’s first podcast, Farm Focus!

PFB’s first podcast is now available! Listen as we
discuss the issues facing Pennsylvania farmers and
tell the stories of our members. Subscribe and
download on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, and
Podbean.

Darrin E. Youker
Director, State Government Affairs

This is where being a part of York County
Farm Bureau comes into play. Contact your
board to let them know your thoughts on this topic
as they are your united voice!

National Kiss a Pig Day
Some people share cool facts about pigs or a
picture of themselves holding a newborn piglet to
celebrate National Pig Day on March 1. However,
former America’s Pig Farmer of the Year Chris
Hoffman, was up against dairy farmer and
Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture Foundation
board chairman Rick Ebert in a bragging rights
challenge to see who can raise the most funds to
help their state’s ag literacy and outreach
programs. Whomever raised the most money got to
cuddle a pig, while the looser of the contest got
bragging rights of kissing a pig!!
“We just wanted to do something fun and light to
celebrate agriculture, and I wanted to represent the
pork industry of course,” Hoffman says. “The world
seems to have a dark cloud over it now. We are just
trying to create a chuckle using cute piglets and
hoping to make a difference for agriculture.”
Over $20,400 was raised during this
competition, exceeding their original goal of
$5,000, all for ag education!
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Create a Grainger Account and Save

York County Farm Bureau
Ice Cream Social
You and your family are invited to attend an
Ice Cream Social
Sunday, June 13th - 2-4pm
Lake Redman - Musky Pavilion
274 Hess Farm Rd, York, PA 17403
(Look for the boat launch area)
•
•
•
•

Social with other York Co. Farm Bureau
members and local representatives
Short Business Meeting including voting on the
proposed By-Law changes
Free event, open to the whole family
Perrydale Ice Cream Truck

RSVP to Deb at (717) 891-4963 or
email dmackfarms@aol.com

Spotted Lantern Fly Update
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture has
added eight more counties to its spotted lanternfly
quarantine area in an effort to stop further spread
of the invasive species before spring hatch.
The newly added counties—Cambria, Cameron,
Franklin, Lackawanna, Montour, Pike, Wayne, and
Westmoreland—are not completely infested but
have a few municipalities with a known infestation.
They join the 26 counties already under quarantine
which include Lancaster & York County.
Businesses, including farms, that operate within
or cross through the quarantine counties must
comply with certain regulations, including obtaining
a permit demonstrating that they can identify the
spotted lanternfly and will take steps to stop its
spread.
An invasive pest native to Asia, the spotted
lanternfly was first discovered in Berks County in
2014. It poses a major threat to agricultural
commodities, including grapes, tree fruit, hops and
hardwood.

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau members enjoy a number
of special savings and discounts when shopping with
Grainger.
Creating an account at www.grainger.com makes it
easier to take advantage of all the deals available to PFB
members. And remember, PFB members enjoy free
shipping on all internet orders through Grainger as well
as a minimum of a 5% discount.
In addition, various tools are eligible for discounts of up
to 50%!
Here’s how to create an account:
• Go to www.grainger.com
• Click on “Register Now” in the top right corner
• Select “Company or Organization”
• Does your company / organization already
have an account with Grainger?
• Select “Yes”
• Enter Grainger account number 855488417
• Fill in all of the appropriate information and
click “Submit Registration”
Then, enjoy your savings! Our local Grainger rep is
Joey D’Agostino and can be reached directly at (717)
603-2380, call him for your best pricing!

What Does My Membership Dues Do?
As a York County Farm Bureau member, you
get various discounts from local restaurants,
hotels, stores, and more! You also get a discount
through Nationwide Insurance as well as Ford and
John Deere. You have access to Accounting
services, life insurance, health and dental
insurance.
Did you know your membership dues help
support the Mobile Ag Lab which visits multiple
schools, supplies reading material for Ag Literacy
Week, and over 160 county outreach events.
Being a member also helps you address issues
and topics you can take to your local County Farm
Bureau, and as a united voice, we can be heard
louder vs. just one voice. You now belong to a
grassroots agriculture advocacy organization
where you can voice opinions on the policy
positions and stances that direct your
organization. We are the leading agriculture voice
in Harrisburg and Washington!
There is so much more to being a member than
discounts, you are the voice of agriculture in your
community!
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BULK RATE

York County Farm Bureau
Newsletter Editor
710 Main St.
Fawn Grove, PA 17321
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Nationwide is on your Side
These are the Nationwide agents serving York County who
are Farm Certified Agents!
Grove Financial & Associates, Inc.
252 York St., Hanover, PA 17331
Andrew Grove (717) 632-6366
general@grovefinancial.netGunn Mowery LLC
1 E. Harrisburg St., Dillsburg, PA 17019
Greg Gunn (717) 432-9635
greg@gunnmowery.com
Keller-Brown Insurance Services
9 S. Main St., Shrewsbury, PA 17361
Joy Keller-Brown (717) 235-6891
joykb@keller-brown.com
McMillan Insurance Agency, LLC
2343 S. Queen St.
York, PA 17402
Lester McMillan (717) 850-0503
lester@mcmillaninsurance.net
The Pabody Agency
64 N. Main St. Red Lion, PA 17356
Larry Blount (717) 339-0055
bloun1@pabodyagency.com
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