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Rural Road Safety Week was recognized
the week of April 18 - 24th. While the
Juniata County
Farm Bureau did not plan any formal
activities this year as we
activities like we usually do, we would like
to
to remind everyone to be careful on the
road, especially as Spring has arrived and
more farmers are busy moving from field
to
to field and may be on rural roads more
than
than usual. Don’t forget to reduce your
spped when driving
speed when driving on roads where you
Photo by Julia Mummau
might encounter large farm machinery.
Also make sure to slow down immediately when you see the Slow-Moving Vehicle
emblem attached to farm vehicles. If a car is
traveling 55 miles per hour and comes upon a
tractor moving 15 miles per hour, it only takes
5 seconds to close a gap the length of a footBall field between the car and the tractor.
Keep in mind that if the shoulder is soft, wet
or steep, the farmer cannot move aside
because it could cause the equipment to roll
over.

Jackie's Jottings……….

by Jackie Matter

This past November, at the PA Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting, the delegates decided
to revise the membership structure of the PA Farm Bureau, which then trickled down
to the county level. Along with this decision, a change to the county and state by-laws
were necessary. These changes were made in an effort to continue to keep the Farm
Bureau as a vibrant, relevant, and active organization for many years in the future. Voting closed on March
31st. Ballots could be cast either electronically, via email, or by a paper ballot received in the regular mail. If
an email address of the Farm Bureau member was known, an email was sent to that address that contained the
ballot. All other members should have received a paper ballot and copy of the revised by-laws in the mail. Of
the 60 ballots (paper and electronic) cast, 57 voted to adopt the proposed revisions. If you have any questions
or concerns about the process or the changes to the by-laws, we strongly encourage you to contact any Board
member. Below are some of the highlights of the revised by-laws:
1. Added a listing of the purpose of the organization: To promote, protect, and represent the business, economic,
social, and educational interests of the Juniata County farmers and businesses.
2. Allowed anyone, regardless of their connection to agriculture, to join as a regular member with voting rights.
3. Restricted Board member and PA Farm Bureau Delegate eligibility to those members in good standing who are
actively engaged in the production of agricultural products, were actively engaged in the production of
agricultural products, or those who provide support services vital to the agricultural industry.
4. Established membership classifications of Voting Member, Friend of Farm Bureau Member, and possible other
subcategories not yet determined.
5. Adjusted annual dues rates from $75 for regular or associate members to $100 for Voting Members and $75 for
Friends of Farm Bureau members.
6. Tidied up minor details in previous by-laws, such as allowing for the County Annual Meeting to be held anytime
in Fall instead of specifically in October, allowing for alternative means for meeting and voting such as electronic
instead of in-person only, allowing for a 2nd Vice President, better defining parameters regarding attendance of
Board members at meetings, and updating language from “Association” to “Farm Bureau”.

PFB Members Can Save on Farm, Household Items from MKSalesDirect.com
Shopping for tools, household and garden items or even a new computer? As a Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
member, you have access to special savings from MKSalesDirect.com, an online retailer based in Juniata County.
Your PFB membership will save you 15 percent off your order at the store or from MKSalesDirect.com and free
shipping on orders of $99 or more. Orders can be shipped to your home or they can be picked up at the company’s
brick-and-mortar store, Mifflintown Hardware.
According to owner Klaus Sperlich, what sets MKSalesDirect.com apart from
other retailers is a huge selection combined with the customer service of a
neighborhood business. “We are a local business,” he said. “We are down
to earth. We value our customers. You’re not just a number.”
To take advantage of your Farm Bureau member benefit, use the discount
code PFB15 at checkout.

The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
Young Ag Professionals (YAP) have been hosting a

series of webinars lately. In March, those participating were able
to hear from Jon Iverson, the American Farm Bureau Federation’s
Young Farmer and Rancher Chair and in April the topic of the
webinar was ag and mental health. Be on the lookout for more
webinars on relevant topics coming!
YAP Chairs are having a Contest Informational Meeting including
contests that Young Ag Professionals can compete in. Contests
include: Discussion Meet, Achievement Award, Excellence in Ag,
and Social Media Award. This event will be held at Reeds Gap
State Park in Mifflin County, Saturday, June 19th from 3-5 pm. At
this meeting we will discuss the contests that Young Ag
Professionals can participate in and begin going over the 2022
discussion meet questions. A second meeting on Sunday July,
25th from 4-6 pm, will focus on the rest of the Discussion Meet
questions and do a mock Discussion Meet. Both meetings are
open to all Young Ag Professionals interested in learning about
the contests
and
participating.
To
RSVP,
email skerstetter17@gmail.com or go to Facebook and
search "YAP Contest Informational Meeting." RSVPs are due by
Monday, May 31st 2020.
The YAP State Committee is putting together a cookbook with
recipes from all over the state! We are in search of those
recipes that are special to you and the Commonwealth. We would
like to get at least two recipes for each category from each county
we represent! Categories include: appetizers & beverages, soups
& salads, vegetables & side dishes, main dishes, breads & rolls,
desserts, cookies & candy, and this & that. If interested in
donating
a
recipe
for
our
cookbook,
please

email skerstetter17@gmail.com

Call
Karen Potteiger
717-908-0952

Meet our Board Members…….
Hello Members,
I hope everyone is enjoying this beautiful spring
weather. Many are looking forward to starting the spring
field work. Being on a tractor, out in the fields will always
a be an enjoyable time when the weather is so nice.
It was brought up at our most recent board meeting
that we should do a board member introduction in each
newsletter. This is a way to let you know more about us,
so that being said, I was nominated to go first!
I joined Farm Bureau in 2012. I didn’t know much
about Farm Bureau at the time but knew that they
advocated not only for the farmer but agriculture in
general. So, I knew that alone was something I strongly
felt that I could stand behind. Dave Graybill was the one
that signed me at the time. In 2015 I became a county
board member and learned more about the inner
workings of Farm Bureau. In 2016, I then became county
Vice President and went to the annual meetings where I
fell in love with the workings of policy development. To
this day I still strongly enjoy policy development and what
is involved in it. From 2016 to 2020 I served as Vice
President until in 2021 I was elected for County Farm
Bureau President. I am really enjoying the new
opportunities that it has presented so far.
I encouraged anyone that wants to know more or
get involved to talk to myself along with any other board
member. We all would be happy to answer any questions
you may have. Thank you all for being members and God
Bless.
Benjamin J Zook –
County Farm Bureau President

Keeping You Informed
Seems the latest buzz in the
Juniata County farming community is the
solar farm issue.
As a farmer, I enjoy the convenience of turning on a light and
flipping a switch to start an electric motor. But it pains me to see
some of the most productive farmland taken out of production and
woods being ripped out to produce “Green Energy”. Seems a bit
counter-productive to me. No, I’m not here to tell you what to do or
not to do with your land, it’s your choice. What I am here to do is
offer a few words of caution if you’ve been or will be approached
about signing up.
Don’t go it alone. Contact an attorney who specializes in
contracts. Yes, it’s going to be expensive.
Currently, the PA Farm Bureau is helping landowners in
another part of the state dealing with another form of energy. Some
landowners signed a bad contract which hadn’t been gone through
with a fine-tooth comb and got stung. Initially, things looked good,
then things went downhill. For some landowners, instead of
receiving payments for extracted energy, they got bills and had no
recourse.
In closing, it’s your ground, do as you choose. Just
remember, there are three types of people in the world: dumb, smart,
and wise – the dumb don’t learn from their mistakes, the smart learn
from their mistakes, and the wise learn from others’ mistakes. Let
us be wise as we go forward
Matt Matter

PFB President Rick Ebert
puckers up to kiss a piglet
as part of a friendly
fundraising
competition
between him and PFB Vice
President Chris Hoffman
(left) to recognize National
Pig Day and benefit the PA
Friends of Agriculture
foundation.
Ebert and
Hoffman raised more than
$20,400 combined for the
foundation’s educational
programs.

Juniata County Reached
Membership Goal.
Juniata County reached and
surpassed their goal of 357
members for the 2020-2021 year.
Current membership stands at 361.
Thank you to everyone who
renewed their membership or
signed up for the first time.
We are confident that you will find
that membership in the Farm
Bureau will be beneficial.

Sign Up Now for PFB Text
Message Alerts

Be the first to know about major
developments
in
Pennsylvania
agriculture, state and federal policy,
and Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
advocacy and engagement by signing
up for PFB text message alerts.
PFB keeps members informed
through our print and digital
communications. But sometimes,
there’s news you need to know right
away. That’s why we’ve developed
PFB text message alerts to send
important updates right to your phone.
Signing up is easy. Simply text
“PFBALERTS” to 833.554.0849

2021 Safety Video Contest Release form
I hereby grant employees or agents of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB), permission
to use my likeness, name or images I have videoed, and submitted for this video
contest, in print and/or electronically, without payment or any other consideration in
perpetuity.

I agree that Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB) may use the submitted video of my likeness, name or images,
with or without my name, and for any lawful purpose, including, for example, such purposes as publicity,
illustration, advertising, and web content that the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB) may determine to be
appropriate and lawful. My video may also be used for my personal or professional use.
I release the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB) and its affiliates, employees, agents and assigns of any and all
liability related to the taking, creation, editing, handling or use of the video taken by me, digital, electronic or
other productions or reproductions of me and/or individuals in the video, or my statements or actions for this
contest.
I am 18 years of age or older, and am competent to contract in my own name. I have read this release before
signing below, and I fully understand the contents, meaning, and impact of this release. If under the age of 18,
I will have consent signed by my parent or guardian.
Signature of Photographer________________________________________ Date ___________________
Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian _________________________________ Date ___________________
Printed name of parent/legal guardian _______________________________________________________
Signature of parent/legal guardian is required if a photographer is under the age of 18.

PREFERRED NATIONWIDE AGENTS
Rebecca Kerstetter – 717-527-2636
22977 Route 75S, Port Royal

Mark Partner – 717-436-8929

4265 William Penn Hwy, Mifflintown

10% Discount
On regular rates,
including weekends & holidays
Any site, any cabin, no exclusions
On Juniata River Adventures rentals
25% Discount
Any weeknight stay,
Monday – Thursday
Any site, any cabin, no exclusions
1515 East River Rd. Mifflintown PA
717-436-8334
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Did you Know???

For the past several
years, Juniata County
has consistently had a
county winner of the
Safety Contests
advance to the State
level and place there as
well. Congratulations
to those winners and
I’m excited to see who it
might be this year!

Safety 3-D Guidelines.
Coloring Page Guidelines.

Open to any youth ages 4 to 6 years old.
Only the provided coloring page will be
accepted. (download at:
www.pfb.com/safetycontests)
Entries will be judged on the following:
- Neatness
- Appropriateness of coloring
- Appearance
- Coloring within the lines

Open to any youth ages 7 to 12 years old
Winners will be selected from EACH of the following
age categories. 7 – 9 years old and 10 – 12 years old
Entries will be judged on the following:
- Dimensions: 12 in x 12 in x 12 in.
- Materials: Anything you choose
- Slogan: Ten words, or less, about the theme.
- Portability: Ability to display.
- Photos: 3 photos (from each angle) nonreturnable. - 3x5 card with name, address, phone, age, etc.
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