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DATES TO
REMEMBER

MCFB Board

Meeting
County Board meets
7:30 p.m., the first
Monday of the
month, at the Pig
Barn, Munnell Run
Farm

March 15
Deadline for twine
orders to be placed
with Larry Moose
724-944-2666 or

Imooseacres@gmail.com

March 25
Reservations due for
Spring Dinner

March 31
Spring Dinner at the
Mercer County Ext.

6:30 pm - $20 per
person

Find us on Facebook
Mercer County PA
Farm Bureau

NOT SO SMOOTH SAILING ON NAVIGABLE WATER RULE

Suddenly purchasing a Pennsylvania Farm Bureau membership is the bargain of a lifetime
when you compare it to attorney fees and spending your time pleading with lawmakers concerning
how water on your property must be handled. The Waters of the United States (WOTUS) is back in
the news as the current administration is making regulations regarding these areas on your
property. Farm Bureau is your voice and fighting for you.

A couple weeks ago, AFBF filed a new lawsuit challenging EPA’s latest WOTUS rule—joined by
other organizations. EPA issued its new “Waters of the U.S.” Rule, which will replace the Navigable
Waters Protection Rule put in place during the Trump Administration. Farm Bureau is extremely
disappointed in the content of the new rule, which not only does not provide the needed clarity
and certainty that the regulated community has long called for, but also allows the federal
government to expand its jurisdictional reach over private property. EPA and the Army Corps of
Engineers (ACOE) have doubled down on their use of the troubling “significant nexus” test,

which will require landowners to hire environmental consultants, attorneys and engineers to
ensure that they are in compliance. Furthermore, since this rule relies on case-by-case
determinations and ambiguously defined terms, it is incredibly difficult for a farmer to understand if
they have a jurisdictional feature on their property. With civil and criminal liabilities attached to
Clean Water Act compliance, it is critically important to have a clear line of jurisdiction.

Informative video link https://youtu.be/5su8JtZ-CAg
GRANT MONEY AVAILABLE - 2023 Winter Newsletter: Nick Trivelli

The Pennsylvania state budget establishes a new Agricultural Conservation
Assistance Program (ACAP).The recently passed Pennsylvania state budget includes
$154 million for a new Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP) that will
provide cost-share grants for farmers to install best management practices (BMPs). The
new program will be accessed by producers through their local county conservation
districts with Mercer County Conservation District (MCCD) projected to receive over $2
million for conservation practice implementation on agricultural operations. The money will
be assigned to MCCD this winter and must be spent by December 2026.

ACAP will help pay for projects from helping convert farming practices to no-till and
planting cover crops to more expensive projects such as barnyard management and
manure management systems. If you own or operate an agricultural operation, please
contact the Mercer County Conservation District to discuss what practices you might be
eligible for and how to apply for funding.

Please direct any questions about this program to Agricultural Resource Conservationist Nick Trivelli at
724-662-2242 or at ntrivelli@mercercountypa.gov

CHECK THIS OUT
It is absolutely worth your time to check out all of the items that show Farm Bureau General Store has available for
purchase. Clothing, school items that you can donate to your school and great banners that would be wonderful to use for
displays in the mall, at events, and fairs. https://www.dmsfulfillment.com/FarmBureau/

GET YOUR RESERVATIONS IN FOR THE SPRING DINNER BY MARCH 25!
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HELP GET WHOLE MILK BACK IN SCHOOLS

On February 21st, Representatives Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA) and Kim Schrier (D-WA)
along with 36 members re-introduced the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2023. The bill
would allow unflavored and flavored whole milk to be offered again in schools.

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Act of 2010 has placed a devastating effect on the economic state
of PA’s dairy industry. PA’s dairy industry generates almost $15 billion in annual revenue and
more than 52,000 jobs. Since whole milk’s removal from school cafeterias in 2010, the dairy
industry has seen a drastic decline in fluid milk consumption, which has impacted producers’
income. The fat is what gives milk its flavor. Children are less likely to choose skim milk
because its flavor and nutrition has been stripped away. Class | or bottled fluid milk is the
highest paying class, so when less fluid milk is being consumed, producers are losing income.
For childhood nutrition and economic benefits, it is imperative the 118th Congress pass

the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 2023.

Tell Your U.S. House Member to Co-Sponsor The Whole Milk For Healthy Kids Act of 2023

Click the link below to log in and send your message:
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/-pl8naUTkiOpOpxDIFxeuA

McDONALD HoUSE DONATIONS — BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO HELP FAMILIES WHO
ARE ATTENDING LOVED ONES IN A HOSPITAL AND ARE AWAY FROM HOME TO THE
SPRING DINNER ON MARCH 31.

From State and Local Government Affairs Specialist Lily Guthrie
2023 State Legislative Priorities (in alphabetical order)

0 Broadband 00 Dairy 0 MS4/Stormwater 0 Solar 0 Transportation 0 Wildlife &amp; Crop Damage

PA Senate

The PA Senate passed several pieces of farm bureau supported legislation in January.
Senate Bill 35, passed, 29-19. This bill stops the automatic gas tax increase.

Senate Bill 95, streamlines the home delivery of milk and other agricultural products with a
farm vehicle registration plate. This legislation passed out of the Senate unanimously.

Senate Bill 254 passed out of the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee. This bill
addresses the issue of new California Air Resources Board (CARB) 2022 Engine Requirements
for diesel emissions and warranty periods in Pennsylvania. Since 2002, the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection&#39;s (DEP) Heavy-Duty Diesel Emissions Control
Program has required heavy-duty highway diesel engines sold in the Commonwealth to have
CARB certification. Ending this requirement will protect individuals and businesses from having
to pay thousands of dollars more to purchase, register, or title new vehicles in Pennsylvania
simply because California adopted a warranty provision as part of their new requirements.
Senate Bill 211 passed out of the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee. This bill
establishes decommissioning and bonding requirements for project developers who seek to
install or operate commercial solar electric generation facilities in Pennsylvania. Establishing
reasonable decommissioning and bonding amounts will help to address challenges as to how
to properly decommission a site or handle associated waste. We realize the potential of solar
energy development and the opportunities it brings for agriculture but believe strong protections
must be in place to ensure that farmland can be restored after solar leases expire.

Senate Resolution 9 passed out of the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee. This
resolution urges the President of the United States to restart and expedite the completion of the
Keystone XL pipeline. PFB supports

Senate Bill 297, which authorizes the provision or sale of Pennsylvania milk in PA schools.
Senate Resolution 48 This resolution urges the US Dept. of Ag. to include 2% &amp; whole
milk in the Nutrition Standards for the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. It also

urges the US DOH to recommend to the Dietary Guidelines Advisory Comm. to modify standards. Both pieces of
legislation are sponsored by Senator Michele Brooks. Farm Bureau supports these efforts.
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From Federal Affairs Specialist Bailey Thumm

118th Congress:

Congressman “GT” Thompson (PA-15) was elected by his colleagues to be the Chair of the U.S. House Agriculture
Committee for the 118 th Congress. This is the first time since the Civil War that PA chairs the U.S. House Agriculture
Committee. Congressman David Scott (GA-13) was elected to serve as Ranking Member of the U.S. House Agriculture
Committee. In the other chamber, Senator John Fetterman (PA) was assigned to serve on the Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry committee

Farm Bill: The Senate is hosting their first Farm Bill hearing of the 118th Congress concerning trade and horticulture. The
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released their estimates for the 2023 Farm Bill. The main takeaway was for the first
time in history, CBO is predicting a trillion-farm bill.

Broadband: On November 18th , the FCC released the new National Broadband Map. The map is a part of a series of
requirements by the Broadband DATA Act, which AFBF supported. Roughly 400,000 challenges were submitted to the
map. As part of a bulk challenge performed by PBDA, over 35,000 challenges were submitted by the authority. PFB
hopes to see an accurate, updated, and more granular map, so funds are distributed correctly. An updated version of the
FCC Speed Test App that will allow users to challenge the coverage reported by their provider by submitting mobile speed
test data. We encourage members to download the “FCC Speed Test” app on either Apple App Store or Google Play
Store. If you already have the app, simply update the app to use the new features. Additionally, the NTIA publicized their
plan to announce the Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program fund allocations by June 30, 2023.
The BEAD program was authorized under the Infrastructure and Investment Jobs Act (11JA), which AFBF supported. The
$42.5 billion BEAD program is the single largest broadband investment in U.S. history. An updated and granular FCC
broadband map is crucial because NTIA will be using the map as a guide to distribute those funds.

Environmental Update -From Environmental Specialist Grant Gulibon

Farm Bureau Informs Members on Pennsylvania HPAI Incident Response Farm Bureau continues to participate with PA
Department of Agriculture (PDA) officials, industry professionals, and other stakeholders regarding the state’s response to
recent outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) across Pennsylvania. Six commercial turkey flocks were
depopulated in November, with a loss of over 128,000 birds. Outbreaks also occurred on both the Pennsylvania-New
Jersey and Pennsylvania-Maryland border, with implications for cross-state poultry movement in both cases. On Jan. 30,
a commercial duck flock of 40,000 birds in Lancaster County was affected, along with a backyard flock in Allegheny
County. Continued vigilance is cautioned in the coming months, as the spring migration season begins and wild birds
continue to spread avian illnesses. PDA recently recommended that all poultry be maintained indoors, updating and
expanding its earlier recommendation regarding organic poultry.

Farm Bureau Continues Work on Updated PAG-12 (CAFO) Permit. DEP reported plans to proceed with the one-year
administrative extension of the PAG-12 (until March 31, 2024).

The AAB also heard updates from DEP regarding:

» Ongoing revisions to the state’s BMP manual for post-construction stormwater management.

» Ongoing revisions to the state’s manure management manual. Those revisions are working through DEP’s internal
approval process, with the AAB expected to receive them in the first quarter of 2023.

* Positive results for ag from the DEP Expanded Ag Inspection Program, particularly in the areas of completed manure
management and agricultural erosion &amp; sediment control (E&amp;S) plans. State Conservation Commission
Continues Development of Revisions to Nutrient, Manure, Odor Management Regulations

FDA Draft Milk Guidance on Plant-Based Alternatives
FDA issued a draft guidance for “Labeling of Plant-Based Milk Alternatives and Voluntary Nutrient Statement”. The
proposed guidance would allow for plant-based dairy beverages to be labeled as milk.

U.S. and Canada Dairy Dispute in the USMCA

The U.S. has established a second U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) dispute panel with Canada over their
application of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs) for dairy products. The issue remains that Canada is not following the decision of
the December 2021 USMCA dispute settlement panel, where the U.S. won.

TRANSPORTATION

East-Palestine, OH Train Derailment

PA Department of Agriculture (PDA) Secretary Russell Redding held a press conference to address the concerns of
animal health on the western PA border following the East Palestine train derailment. According to Secretary Redding,
PDA has received no reports of animal health problems as a result of the air and water contamination. Although, there
were two reports from private veterinarians treating horses affected by smoke inhalation from the controlled burn. It should
also be noted that PA DEP will be conducting an independent test of water quality due to the ambiguities surrounding
whether the water is potable. Representative Kelly (PA-16) has been working to get federal funding for those affected in
surrounding areas
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The Mercer County Farm Bureau Business Directory

BYLER'S

FEED -N- SUPPLIES

802 ORCHARD ROAD, MERCER, PA 16137

HOURS
Monday - Friday 8am-6pm
Saturday 8am - Spm

NO SUNDAY SALES

Matt Fenton
Branch Manager

T. 330 402 4815
O. 724 533 8004
mifenton@CenterraCoop.com

Centerra Co-op
’># 193 Black Road, Volant, PA 16156
www.centerracoop.com

TIIABEF. INC.
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HARVEY B‘fLE.B

Cell: 724.674.5124

Byler s Sawmill &
Hemlock Lumber

23 Angel Road
New Wilmingrton, PA 16142

“Making Water Bood for Life”

Ehatﬁel&cﬁ Wate Care

A service of Chatfield Drilling, Inc

724-588-2652

854 Mercer Rd_ Gresmville PA www chatfielddnlling com

GROVE CITY AGWAY & PErs

111 Breckenridge S
Grove City, PA 16127 724-458-9830
www.GroveCityAgway.com

CAMPBELL-PETERSON
TRAIL & TURF

(7241-588-4533 ===
FAX (724)-588-6899
e -
: MOMN. 2 THUR. : 8:30-5:30
TUES. WED. FR).: 8:30-5:00 ON
"«:m‘” ST OFF ROAD

Clear View Farm

Roy & Amy Stevenson

.- "
P : 1529 Leise Rd

3 ¥ Greenville, PA 16125

724-253-2950

7244564110 Hay, Qats, Straw

Bevause we have a clear view of what Christ has dooe for us

(‘,ROVE CiTy

1Taylor Plaza
Grove City, PA16127
(724) 748-4790
grovecityford.com

Hadle ym Wolle Rood
D FAR Hadley, PA 16130
Larry G. McCloskey

(724) 253-3900 (888) 253-5290
Fax (724) 253-3654

CANON CREAMERY-JOSIE OFFERDAHL

= First National Bank

Ronald R, Scarnon




Jackson's Truck & Auto
Complete Truck & Auto Service & Towing

Ron Jackson
Owner

4 Church Road

Greenville Pa. 16125
Phone 724-588-5514

Cell 724-813-2009
Wreckerron@hotmail.com

MIKE LONG

Phil Godfrey Motors

Ddl//(/ F. Hock FEROE Mtk rnt
._M”t L T N
Cwn mersiol Lending

JIMTOWN MASONRY

“Tone your home with stone.”

| Footers + Block Foundations = Brick

Mast's Ereenhouse
155 McFarland Lane
Mercer, PA 16137
Ornamentals, bedding plants, mums,
poinsettias
Full service nursery and

Christmas Center

Profpuitonet Waler Syunm Setrice

234 5. Maysvilio RS
Greemville, DA 16124
T74588-2022

Wetes Well Drilling

Fumy end Leak Lstatiation
Water Treormene

Taloe 304 Service

PEACHTY

1
CULTIMULCHER UP\{
124 SIMON V. KURTZ
7 et b WNOSIRG
= KURTZ REPAR
WHITE ' HORSE 842 Pulaski Mercer Road
s New Wimington, PA 16142 EFHE

LA My Lpir

Maysville
Fence

All Types of Ag, Residential & Commercial Fencing
Specializing in Horse Fence
Customer Satisfaction is Our Goal
Dewayne Troyer 218 Hughes Rd.
(724) 588-2299 Jamestown, PA 16134

Financial

Tz2,(25

LANDPRO—

EQUIPMENT

Harry M. Elder, Jr.
Store Manager

jr@landproequip.com

4488 Greenville-Sandy Lake Rd
Stoneboro, PA 16153 JoeiDowe

www.LaANDPROEQUIPMENT.COM

P: 724-376-3740

“Thank You for Your Support ”

8416 Sharon-Mercer Road - Mercer
724,662.3730 - 800.242.2420

mccandlessford.com

The STRENGTH in Lubrication:

Becky Foster
Sales & Support

becky@musclelubricants.com
musclelubricants.com
752 Kilgore Rd, Jackson Center, PA 16133

Mobile: 330-720-9542
Office: 814-786-0166

Independently Owned and Operated

. _tsei 5O

724-456-2561
PetSetGoVet@gmail.com
www.PetSetGoVet.com

\ GIRAIN ]
HCClll.l.ﬂllGllGRAlN COM

RIL Froducis..

102 Backwaiter Rd. - New Wilmingion, PA 161/
724-908-8226 - ru 724-506-2157

Landscape Material
Firewood Sales

HMuasscgvaars s

Salee & Sewulce

DAVE-- (724}99.551 [ Py g~~~
Plant’s Herb Farm Shelley Struthers Carfolo  $7ex@masskn
Commercial Lending Of%
Bed and Breakfast it At

www.plantsherbfarm.com
email: plantsherbfarm@gmail.coj

Come lo the country for an herbal wel
Checkout our website for upcoming e

MC
IIISHHNMEINIIIKL

Fax 7mﬂ”
Cell §18-282.3367

3261 5. Moin Street
Sandy Lake, PA 16785

SANDY LAKE
E

IMPLEMEN

—

(724) 376-2489

www.sandylakeimp.com

3675 Sandy Lake Rd, Sandy Lake PA 16145
1% miles north of Sandy Lake on SR173




Sereday's True Value
Hardware & Feed

Hussqr arns Chn Sows
Brockwell & Duck Stoves
Bird Sewd Mines Hlevaded Frosh ot Ovr MR
et & Farm Anienal Foods
I: 024) VX224
Ken Seecday
Sevewn Ropair
Chialn Saw & Mower Sharpenmg,

M-ESS5Sa 84
3 Carfield St
Wost Middlesex, PA 16159

Douglas L. Dick, CCEMT-P

EMS Chief

EEERECE

AViIiBULANCE
* Where Patient Care Is Priority One ©

P.O.Box 247 921 East Main Street Ext  Grove City, PA 16127

724-458-5350 www.superior-emscom  gdick@zoominternet.net

.|
EBB WINERY

KEVIN WEBB

KEVIN@OWEBBWINERY.COM

WEBB

WINERY.COM

CORPORATE OFFICE/MANUFACTURING i ROOM

724-856-2770
WWW.WEBBWINERY.COM

AG COMMODITIES, INC.

Let our experience work for you!

Phone: 814.425-3508
Fax: 814.425.3904
www,trshearer.com

T.R. Sherer Ag Commodities, Inc
4691 Sondy Loke Rd
Corlton, Po 16311

I L
State Board Director  District 15
dairyfarmer1@consolidated )
Beaver, Butler, Lawrence,

www.pfb.com

357/Kinsman,Road
Jamestown, PAgl

Viartha Yoder
(724)-932-3960

565 onation Road

,;:me}.gu' PAIG12

Cormrrsecrisge Kok
ctrred Resil

FPhomnc: 814-42S5-3508
Foax: 814-42S5-3904

RS Teaa n EN.
4691 Sandy Lake Rd

Caritoxn, A 16311
Todd R. Sh -
toa

WHISPERING PINES

veterinary services

21 Kidds Mill Road, Greenville PA 16125
724.588.3297 724.588.5834

BRIAN F. SIEGE BUILDING AND
CONSTRUCTION

15 Wasser Rd.
Greeoville, PA 16123

1244561300 (C

Farm & Lawn Equipment

.4 —_—
Watson's ..

. Srvgroty
= Grashogoer
TINE State St
Hermitage. PA 16148
T24 3466514
18004688515
W w3130NLNC Com

WAYNE SAMPSON
1-814.573-8236

@Whiting Family Foods, Lic

FRESH/SMOKED COUNTRY MEATS

Dealer - Meadow Creek® BBQ Equipment
Wholesale « Retail = Fed. Inspection #8609

305 Easy St., Rt. 208E., New Wilmington, PA 16142

www.whitingweber.com
Sam Whiting Phone: 724-946-8633
sam@whitingweber.com Fax: 724-946-8667

Are You Turning s

65 This Year 4§ "5
and Going <

on Medicare? 3‘

i

Choosing your Farm Bureau’s experienced
Medicare plan con  and trained staff are ready to
be overwhelming.  help. At no cost to you, we can:
It can be hard to
figure out what
you want, or more
imporiani, what
you need.

= Answer your questions
Explain and compare options
Work within your budget
Help with informed Medicare
coverage decisions

Knowledgeable. Helpful. Dedicated
To check availability in your county call 800.522.2375.
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Mercer County Farm Bureau
Steve Paxton, President
409 Springfield Church Road
Grove City, PA 16127
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RESERVATIONS for the March 31 Spring Dinner
$20 per person_Reservations are due March 25, 2023

The dinner is at 6:30 p.m. on March 31, at the Mercer County Extension Office, Route 19, Mercer, PA 16137

Mail reservations to Sandy Craft, 27 Cassidy Drive, Mercer, PA 16137. You can also RSVP to Sandy at 814-715-
4244 or smvcraftS@gmail.com . She also accepts text messages.

Number of people attending @ $20 total

Make checks payable to Mercer County Farm Bureau

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

USRS |
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