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Meet the Candidates-PA 48th District Senate
Candidates Questionnaire
Sadly, our State Senator Dave Arnold passed away in January after a long battle with cancer. As a
result, the 48th District State Senate seat to the PA general assembly was vacated and a special
election has been called during the PA primary on May 18 th. With 4 candidates running for the
position, the Lebanon County Farm Bureau directors felt it was important to give our members an
opportunity to get to know the candidates and their policy stances before visiting the polls. Each of
the four candidates were given the same five questions and an equal amount of time to respond.
The questions were as follows:
Question #1
Farm Bureau members believe agriculture is a vital and critical part of the Lebanon County
economy and culture. Do you agree? As our Senator, how would you envision assisting and
strengthening agriculture? What experiences and qualities do you possess to accomplish this?
Question #2
What do you view as the most pressing needs facing Lebanon County agriculture today?
What legislative initiatives do you believe could address your stated issues?
Question #3
Do you support maintaining the current number of Senators and Representatives in the PA
General Assembly? Why or why not?
Question #4
Real estate property taxes are a constant concern for farmers, as most are depending on the land
they own for their livelihoods. What plan do you envision that would prevent the costs of the State
and public school employee pension crisis from being thrust on landowners, while at the same
time maintaining local control over our public schools?
Question #5
As an elected official, what principles would guide your decision making? Do you believe you are
primarily responsible to reflect the views of a majority of your constituents as opposed to
expressing your personal convictions?
Answers on the following pages…

Christopher Gebhard

Timothy McMaster

GOP Candidate
Question #1
I absolutely agree that agriculture is a vital and critical part of our county’s
culture and economy. Being the owner of an insurance agency, my top
priority is to help establish my clients for success, even in unforeseen
circumstances. My office works with a diverse array of agricultural clients
and I am well aware of the many difficulties and challenges facing our
farmers in these unprecedented times. As a state senator, I plan on
relying on the expertise of the leaders in the agricultural community for
advice and guidance. I am honored to announce my Campaign Chairman
is Glen Wenger of Wengers of Myerstown and AG Industrial and my
Campaign Treasurer is Daniel Siegel of Siegel Farms.

Libertarian Candidate
Question #1
As a small farmer myself, I know all too well the onerous and often nearly
debilitating levels of restriction and regulation placed on farmers.
Agriculture (both large and smaller holders) is the very backbone of our
economy and our civilization. As an elected representative, I would
make every effort to reduce the amount of property taxes billed to
farmers, to reduce the excessive legislative regulations placed on farmers
whom also produce goods to sell off of their farms and work with
members of all parties to increase the ability of land succession.

Question #2
I have heard firsthand the devastating effect this pandemic has had on
our local dairy farmers. The sheer volume of milk dumping is
heartbreaking and unacceptable. I fully support legislative measures that
will give dairy farmers an even playing field in today’s market. A legal
definition of the word milk will go a long way to force non-dairy
competitors to stop confusing consumers about what they are actually
purchasing. If elected, I would support tax credits or other incentives to
encourage the development of a dairy processing plant to take advantage
of the amount of milk produced in this county. Finally, we need to increase
grants to invest seriously on training skilled laborers, which I know are in
high demand.
Question #3
I do believe in maintaining the current number of Senators and
Representatives in PA. What I would support is reducing the size of the
bureaucracy, wasteful spending and other costs related to maintaining the
legislature. The legislature is afforded vehicles, large staffs, per diems,
meals and other benefits. If we reduce the number of senators and
representatives we will only serve to give more power to leadership and
special interests. I believe the best leadership comes from those who are
closest to the people. Less representatives would mean larger districts
and the elected officials would represent more people. That would
diminish the voice of those citizens in Harrisburg.
Question #4
For decades the property tax debate has focused on how could we
replace the billions in revenues from property tax with a different tax. I
believe the best way to approach this issue is by allowing our school
districts to have a local option.
Allow local elected officials to determine the best way to adequately fund
their schools while reducing property taxes accordingly. Some areas will
continue as-is, but this approach would allow others to be creative and
find new ways to lessen the burden on property owners while giving them
the option to look for new options to secure funding. One of the major
costs driving up property taxes in addition to the rising costs of healthcare
and pension costs, remains the unfunded mandates coming from both
Washington and Harrisburg. We need to work to put an end to these
unnecessary and costly edicts. Education should be driven from the
ground up, not pushed from the top down.
Question #5
I believe that my role is to represent the views and positions held by the
majority of the people of the 48th district. I think it is important to gather all
the necessary information to reach an informed policy decision. Every
public policy measure I support will adhere to both the United States and
Pennsylvania Constitutions and our rights and liberties as individuals.

As one thing that pains me to my very core, is the loss of generational
farms due to over-taxation. This would, I believe, also lower the entrypoint of new farmers/farm owners, as another problem I see is that the
ability of someone new to become a farmer is often severely impacted by
the high cost of initial entry, either in land costs or regulatory overhead.
Question #2
I believe that one of the single greatest issues facing farmers in Lebanon
County is an oppressive tax system that punishes farmers for having a
successful year, then attempts to buy their loyalty with subsidies during
potential down years. I would work to eliminate programs that control
prices for agricultural products, and let the free market work. Farmers
should have far more control over the prices of their goods and products
than any governmental body or legislature.
Question #3
While, on principle, I have no issue with the actual number of Senators
and Representatives in the General Assembly, I am strongly opposed to
the General Assembly being one of, if not THE highest paid legislative
bodies in America. I have been very vocal with my proposal to slash
the salary for ALL elected legislators (myself included) by a minimum of
40%. Being hired as a representative of the people should NOT be 'getrich' scheme.
Question #4
For starters, I would eliminate the pensions for all NEW employees of the
state and public school systems. For the existing people who are on, or
are scheduled to receive pension, that is a binding contract and must be
honored. I would look for other ways to reduce spending out of
Harrisburg. One immediate solution would be to sell off all existing 'State
Stores' and privatize the sale of spirits and alcohol. The government need
not be involved in the sales of liquor.
I would work to encourage alternatives to the public school system.
Charter Schools, Home-Schooling and Private Schools can all be far
more effective and cost efficient ways of educating our next generation,
while providing parents with choices for their children’s' education, and
removing a huge cost burden from the public school system.
Question #5
As an elected Libertarian, my primary guiding principle will be "what
makes the people MORE FREE." It is my sincere belief that the
government that governs least, governs best. My job, as an elected
representative is to represent the people and at all turns, protect and
defend their freedom and liberty.
For me, my personal conviction is that the natural state of mankind is to
be free.

Calvin Clements
Democratic Candidate
Question #1
I feel that agriculture is a vital part of our community. The family farm has a long and valued esthetic and environmental history in this district. The farm
is also an essential component to our tax base. Unfortunately, we are watching the dissolution of the family dairy farm as it is being economically
squeezed out of existence. I watched the very same forces in play in the 50’s as a child when failure of the government to assist this valuable asset
resulted in the loss of my parents’ family farm.
I will act on this promptly as a Senator. I will seek a position on the agriculture committee and work to reverse this trend. I will seek to establish price
supports for milk at or above $20/hwt to stop the hemorrhage of money. I will also propose establishment of committees and commissions that will
provide working solutions for overproduction, increasing product utilization, improved trade relations and foreign competition.
I feel that the next attack on farming will be in the beef industry. Environmentalists will be on the attack over the methane issue. I would like to see our
beef farms become proactive with respect to this issue. The addition of red seaweed to cattle feeds mitigates this issue by 92%. I feel that a red
seaweed supplement production would demonstrate that our farmers are on the razor's edge of environment issues.
Question #2
As addressed above the price of milk paid to the dairy farmer is below the cost of production. We need to establish a price base that will stabilize
losses. I feel that we must advance the products in the marketplace with marketing campaigns. The state must be proactive in buying surplus that can
be used at food banks and state and local institutions.
School taxes are presenting a major burden on all real estate in Lebanon County. A major cause of high school taxes is the unfunded pension debt.
This is an issue that has been kicked down the road for twenty-five years. We must find an immediate solution with the first step being the end of
unfunded pension. Alternate methods of funding education must be put in place to distribute the burden of education.
I feel that we are failing agriculture by not advancing the use of their lands in the production of alternative energy. All farms have segments of land that
are not suitable for crops or cattle but could be ideal for solar or wind application. Biogas generation is ideal for dairy and swine operations. Providing
the technical know-how and the availability of state low cost loans would make the farm energy independent and a model of environmentalism for the
community. I know this first hand as my farm is an energy producer.
Question #3
PA has the second largest legislature in size and salary. In the current digital age I feel that this is unnecessary. I would support a 30-50 % reduction in
the number of legislators at a tremendous cost saving to the taxpayer not only in salary but pensions, healthcare, per diem and local office etc. I am
also of the opinion that less legislators will result in greater production and more bipartisanship.
Question #4
Although I have addressed this issue in earlier questions, I feel that school taxes on property have single handedly suppressed the economics of the
state and are extremely harmful to agriculture. We must: (1) Solve the unfunded pension issue and stop kicking the can down the road. (2)Develop
income streams to fund education that reduces the burden on real estate. (3) Stop the legislature from passing unfunded mandates that result in cost
passed on to the property owner. (4) Establish a commission to examine our schools and school districts to determine if they can be run in a more cost
effective manner.
Question #5
. I feel that an elected official is a servant of his/her district. Once elected he or she is no longer a R,D,I or L but the voice of the entire district
regardless of how they voted and not a party or an agenda.

*Edward Krebs
Independent Candidate
Mr. Krebs elected not to participate in the questionnaire. However, he did prepare this response:
“As I noted previously, my experience during multiple campaigns for the PA House led me to determine that it was unreasonable to complete the many
questionnaires that I was expected to answer with certainty of my positions on their respective issues.
Serving on House Committees, meeting with many groups that held differing opinions on the same subject matters, even conversing with my
colleagues – all taught me that I can’t be rigid before I know all or most of the facts. Also, Pennsylvania is so diverse that “one size” doesn’t always fit
the entire state. In this election, the 48 th Senatorial District has been so egregiously gerrymandered that the Senator represents Steelton,
Springettsbury which is a densely populated Township bordering on the City of York and Lebanon County’s bountiful farms and their families. I believe
that I am very qualified to represent the interests of your constituency. My biography is attached and you will find that I have spent many years of my life
engaged in agriculture. Reviewing your specific questions, I note that while I would recommend reducing the number of House members, the issue has
many other elements to be considered – should there be term limits; should the position be part time and not full time; should sessions have specific
time limits and not be year round? There are other variables to be considered to have an effective, democratic, less costly legislature.
In regard to property taxes, we know that the uniformity clause in the state Constitution has to be amended in order to make the shift from property to
graduated income taxes. Too often we forget that in the past when the retirement funds were growing robustly, the legislature decided to allow both the
state and the school districts not to contribute to the PSERS pension fund. This was the start of the crisis. The state employees pension system is also
in dire trouble but this is not paid with property taxes. It will be appreciated if you direct your members to the campaign website
https://bringpeopletogether.site and they will find identified issues on farmland preservation and the need for promoting agricultural education - careers
for all ages. I am open to including other issues/problems that need solutions.”
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*Mark Your Calendars!*
By-laws Revision Meeting—June 15 th @ 7PM
at the Lebanon Fairgrounds Pavilion. This meeting is
open to all regular members. Changes include: dues,
member classification, board of directors governance,
executive committee governance, officers, and by-laws governance.
Join us for an ice cream social!!! For a full copy of the proposed
changes visit the website at https://pfb.com/lebanon/

.

Spring Legislative Visits Recap
The Lebanon County Farm Bureau legislative committees met
with some of our elected officials this spring to discuss
agricultural issues impacting farmers across the commonwealth.
The committee met with PA State Representative Russ Diamond
on March 10, 2021 in his local legislative office at the Lebanon
Valley Mall. Members present were Tim Crouse, Bill Bennetch,
Steve Wenger and Jeff Werner. As always there was an
agreeable discussion on the issues. Rep. Diamond supports
agriculture on budget and regulation agendas. He is also in
support of continued funding for the horsemen.
On Monday March 29th, another contingency of members met
with PA State Representative Frank Ryan at his district office in
Palmyra. They discussed the proposed 2021-22 PA budget and
encouraged increased resources to battle invasive species like
the spotted lantern fly. Rep. Ryan was also encouraged to
support the creation and funding for a program called the
“Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program”. The goal of this
to create a dedicated funding source, modeled after the existing
Dirt and Gravel Road program which allows for local direction of
expenditures to be aimed initially at on-farm conservation
measures required by the Chesapeake Bay cleanup. In addition,
Dairy market issues and hurdles to interstate meat sales were
discussed. He invited ongoing dialogue, which aligns with a very
important Lebanon County Farm Bureau goal, to be able to have
a good working relationship with each of our elected officials.

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Hires
New Chief Administrator
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s State Board of Directors has hired
Michael L. Stolitca, Jr. as PFB’s new chief administrative officer.
Stolitca started in the role April 19, filling a vacancy that opened
when former chief administrator Sam Kieffer was hired for a
position with the American Farm Bureau Federation.The chief
administrative officer serves as a bridge between PFB’s State
Board of Directors and professional staff, leading the
organization’s senior management team and overseeing the dayto-day operations of PFB, PFB Member Services Corporation,
and the Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture Foundation.
Stolitca comes to PFB from Kubota, where he was regional sales
manager and previously served as district sales manager for
New Holland Agriculture. He has a bachelor’s degree in
government and legal studies from Bowdoin College and a
master’s degree in agricultural economics from Penn State. He
grew up on a family farm in Westmoreland County.

Tax Plans Would Threaten
Family Farms
Farm Bureau is opposing plans in Congress that would tax
unrealized capital gains at death and eliminate the stepped-up
basis on those capital gains, warning the move could force
many family farms out of business.
Enacting those changes would result in a significant tax burden
for agriculture, putting at risk the ability of family farms to remain
financially sustainable as they continue to the next generation.
“Taxing capital gains when a loved one passes away would
have a devastating impact on farm and ranch families, even
more so if the stepped-up basis tool is taken out of the toolbox,”
American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall said. “Steppedup basis encourages families to grow their businesses and pass
them on to another generation, and elimination could force
those families to sell their farms just to pay the taxes.”
Stepped-up basis enables farms to reduce the burden of capital
gains taxes by resetting the value of an asset when it is
transferred between generations. It’s especially important in
agriculture because assets, such as land, are often held for
decades and passed on from generation to generation.
Currently, the capital gains taxes on the stepped-up value of an
inherited asset are deferred until that asset is sold. So if capital
gains are taxed at death and the stepped-up basis is removed,
the next generation inheriting the farm could be forced to pay
taxes on the increase in value over generations. “The value of
many farms is tied up in land and equipment,” Duvall said.
“Cash flow on most farms is much too small to pay large capital
gains taxes. These taxes would cause further consolidation in
agriculture with small farms more likely to be forced out of
business by the tax liability.”
In Pennsylvania, the average cropland value has increased 168
percent since 1997, resulting in an estimated capital gains tax of
$890 per acre. In that scenario, the capital gains tax would be
close to 10 times the average cash rental rate. Make your voice
heard!
Members of Congress need to hear from the farmers they
represent how taxing capital gains at death and eliminating the
stepped-up basis would be devastating to the future of
Pennsylvania’s family farms. Make your voice heard by
responding to PFB’s Action Alert at www.pfb.com/ActNow .

Young Farmer Finds Success in
New Venture During Pandemic
Palmyra Native and Lebanon County Farm Bureau
member Joel Smith saw a need for locally grown and
processed meat as Covid started to affect our food supply.
According to Joel, “My Father and I decided to try to start
selling beef 1/4's. We raise our own heifers and board
heifers for a dairy close by so we started buying older
open heifers from him to feed out for a few months and
finish them for market.” In March and April of 2020, they
were able to sell a cow per month just from neighbors
seeing the sign they put out along the road by their farm.
During that time, he scheduled out for 2021 with a USDA
butcher to try to start selling by the cut. He also started
raising calves for future beef sales; raising holstein steers
and angus cross calves. Starting in January, Joel has
been able to sell out 2 cows each month between selling
1/4's and by the cut. A recently launched Facebook page
has helped tremendously to grow the business as well.
“Over the summer we always put out a produce wagon
and sell a lot of sweet corn that we grow on the farm”
Smith added. “It has grown over the years and you can
almost always find someone at the wagon buying sweet
corn or other local produce that we purchase to keep the
stand stocked.” It’s definitely a family business on the
Smith farm. Once sweet corn season ends, the shift is
made to a fall décor stand managed my Joel’s
grandparents; selling pumpkins, mums, and other items.
The beef business has recently seen another spike in
growth with the addition of a partnership to supply beef to
a local food truck. “There has been a huge push for
supporting small businesses and buying local, especially
since Covid hit last year” Joel says. “With the very
populated area that we live in and the continued
expansion of houses and developments all around us, we
thought that the beef business would be a great addition
and so far it has been!”
*The Smith farm has been in operation for 95 years
and they are now in their 5th generation.

Milk Hauling Bill Advances
in State Senate
A bill supported by Farm Bureau that would allow milk to
continue to be transported from farms to processing plants
during weather-related commercial travel bans is moving
forward in the state Senate.
The Senate Transportation Committee voted 9-4 to send
House Bill 186 to the full Senate for consideration. The bill,
sponsored by Rep. Marty Causer of McKean County, has
already been passed by the state House.
The measure would exempt haulers transporting milk from
farms to processing plants from weather-related travel
bans. Pennsylvania Farm Bureau believes the change is
needed to ensure that farmers are not at risk of losing
thousands of dollars in lost production due to restrictions
on the movement of raw milk. Because milk is perishable
and on-farm storage is limited, raw milk must be
transported in a timely fashion or dumped. Milk haulers are
accustomed to driving in poor weather and on rural roads
and typically have their vehicles equipped with safety
features to aid in winter driving.
The measure was passed by both the House and Senate
last session but was ultimately vetoed by Gov. Tom Wolf.

CALLING ALL YOUTH!!! 2021 Women’s Leadership
Committee Safety Contest
Each year the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee hosts a youth safety contest. The goal of the
contest is to increase farm safety by engaging youth and getting the word out about practicing safety as we go about our
daily routines on-farm. The 2021 theme is “Lightning Can Strike More Than Once.” This year there are three categories:
1. 2021 Safety Coloring Page Contest w/ 2021 Coloring Page (Ages 4-6)
2. 2021 Safety 3-D Display Contest (Two age categories: Ages 7-9 &amp; 10-12)
3. 2021 Safety Video Contest w/ Release Form (Two age categories: 13-15 &amp; 16-18)
For the materials and more information including complete contest rules visit: https://pfb.com/be-involved/womensleadership-committee/safety-contests/

Pennsylvania Voters Will Consider Ballot Measures During May
Primary
Pennsylvania voters will consider four statewide ballot questions, including three proposed amendments to the
Pennsylvania Constitution, during the May 18 primary election.
Below, are two of the questions that will be asked on all ballots statewide. Read below for an explanation of what each
measure means and Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s position.
Question: Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law and increase the power of the General
Assembly to unilaterally terminate or extend a disaster emergency declaration—and the powers of Commonwealth
agencies to address the disaster regardless of its severity pursuant to that declaration—through passing a concurrent
resolution by simple majority, thereby removing the existing check and balance of presenting a resolution
to the Governor for approval or disapproval?
What it means: A yes vote would amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to give the General Assembly authority to end or
extend a disaster emergency declaration. Currently, that power is limited to the governor. This would be done via a
resolution passed by both the House and Senate, which would not need to be presented to the governor and therefore
could not be vetoed.
PFB’s position: While PFB does not have policy directly relating to this provision, our policy generally supports giving the
General Assembly a greater role in determining the length of disaster emergency declarations.
Question: Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to change existing law so that: a disaster emergency
declaration will expire automatically after 21 days, regardless of the severity of the emergency, unless the General
Assembly takes action to extend the disaster emergency; the Governor may not declare a new disaster emergency to
respond to the dangers facing the Commonwealth unless the General Assembly passes a concurrent resolution; the
General Assembly enacts new laws for disaster management?
What it means: A yes vote would amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to limit disaster emergency declarations made by
the governor to a maximum of 21 days unless extended by a vote from the General Assembly.
PFB’s position: PFB policy directly supports this proposal.
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