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Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 

Mission Statement: Growing communities. Many Voices. United  Vision.  

Vision Statement: People united around food, environment,  and community. 

Presidential Update 

Hello Juniata County. 

It is an honor to serve as your county farm bu-

reau president this year. Ten years ago, you 

elected me to serve you as a state board mem-

ber for District 10. I served for 8 years, until I hit 

term limit as determined by state by-laws. Dis-

trict 10 is Juniata, Mifflin, Perry and Huntingdon 

counties. 

In the past 10 years my life has had some changes. Serving on the state board gave me re-

sponsibilities working with environmental issues across our state. I was chair of the state 

board’s environmental committee. I served on DEP’s Watershed Implementation Plan Phase 

3 committee. The work focused on the Chesapeake Bay TMDL by 2025. 

Currently, I serve as a member at large on the Chesapeake Bay Partnership’s Ag Workgroup 

and have served on it for the past 5 years or so. 

I am serving on the American Farm Bureau’s Environmental Issues committee with members 

from across the nation. I was just re-appointed to serve a 3rd two-year term on EPA’s Farm, 

Ranch and Rural Communities Committee (FRRCC). A committee of 30 plus members from 

California to Puerto Rico. The FRRCC gives recommendations directly to the EPA secretary. 

My service on these committees has allowed me to give farm bureau’s policy  

positions in my talking points as I worked with folks at a state, regional, and national level in 

government agencies. Thank you farm bureau for the opportunity to voice the position of 

farmers. I am just one of many farmers across this nation that uses the catalyst of farm bu-

reau to impact legislators, regulators, and consumers about agriculture. 

 

Juniata County members, you are 300 plus memberships strong and growing. We are almost 

at our goal of 311 memberships for this year and I feel we can surpass that number. Many of 

those memberships are family memberships that include couples and children. Your mem-

bership shows your willingness to support the work of the farm bureau on a county, state, 

and national level. If you want to actively participate in county activities, please reach out to 

myself or one of your county board members. We will show you how to respond to action 

requests, meet with legislators, give you opportunity to read to elementary school kids, and 

meet with other farmers across the state and nation. For example, Juniata County farm bu-

reau has purchased an agricultural themed book to be read in the K-2 classrooms in the 

county. The books will be left in each classroom. Call a board member if you want to be a 

reader. As a member you have made an impact for agriculture through dues support. Active 

involvement and dues support keep our organization strong and allow it to keep agriculture 

moving forward in our challenging world. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

• February 21-23: YAP  Leadership Conference  

• March 3rd: Farm Bureau Day  

• March 14th: Farmer’s Care 

• March 17-21: Ag Literacy Week  

• April 8th: Legislative Day 

• September 20: Annual County Banquet 

NATIONWIDE CERTIFIED AGENT FOR 

JUNIATA COUNTY 

Reisinger Insurance, Elliotsburg PA  

717-582-7457       rarinsurance@gmail.com 
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This committee develops leadership and 

communications skills in young farmers 
and young ag professionals (ages 18-35). 
It also helps to surface new individuals 
for future leadership roles within Farm 
Bureau. The committee  recognizes out-
standing farming practices and contribu-

tions to the community by young farmers.  

 

For more information reach out to Cheyenne Hepner.  

       
   

Committee Chair Name Cell 
Member Relations Director Ray Geissinger 717-348-6373 

Membership & Services, Chair Ray Geissinger 717-348-6373 

Young Ag Professional (YAP), Chair Cheyenne Hepner 717-543-7273 

Women's Leadership Committee, Chair Kyley Painter 717-513-2916 

Farmers Care (Food Check-Out Day) Coordinator Kyley Painter 717-513-2916 

FARM-tastic Books Coordinator Kyley Painter 717-513-2916 

Safety Coordinator Ray Geissinger 717-348-6373 

Promotion and Education Committee, Chair Tonya Schuh 240-565-4623 

Member Services Coordinator, Chair Jeff Berry 717-513-6189 

Governmental Relations Director Jordan Bassler 570-980-3906 

Policy Development Chair Jeff Berry 717-513-6189 

Local Governmental Relations Chair Mark Partner 717-994-3508 

Environmental Coordinator Dave Graybill 717-363-0706 

Political Action Committee  

Farm Bureau has a Political Action Committee that 

raises funds to help FARMER-friendly candidates win 

elections to the Pennsylvania General Assembly. The 

committee, called FARMER (Farmers Allied for Re-

sponsive, More Effective Representation), and is con-

trolled by a committee of farmers and is funded by 

voluntary contributions.  

 

Issue Advisory Committees 

Agricultural Issues important to Farm Bureau members are 

addressed by PFB Issue Advisory Committees (IAC), which 

provide insight and guidance for future Farm Bureau policy. 

The IACs are organized in areas of labor, wildlife, dairy/farm 

policy, environment, beef, animal health, and other areas 

of concern that arise on an ad-hoc basis. Pennsylvania is 

also represented by members serving on American Farm 

Bureau Federation committees.  

Women’s Leadership/Leadership Development  

Committee 

This committee creates programs and projects which 

enhance the ability of county Farm Bureaus to surface 

and develop new leadership for the organization. The 

committee will identify, recruit, and guide farmer 

members into meaningful roles in their county Farm 

Bureau.  
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Board Introductions 

Jeff Berry, VP 
Wife: Jessica | Children: Alexia (20) and Easton (14) | Port Royal, PA 

Cow/ Calf to Finish Black Angus Herd / 350 ac of row crops 

 

What does Farm Bureau mean to me: The Farm Bureau plays a crucial role in address-
ing the challenges faced by farmers and promoting sustainable practices that benefit 
both the agricultural industry and the wider community. 

Why am I an active member: Community Involvement: The Farm Bureau fosters a 
sense of community and collaboration among its members. Participating in local 
events, meetings, and committees allows you to contribute to the growth and success 
of the agricultural sector. 

 

Connection to farming: In 2014, farm owner Don Groninger decided it was time to start 

operating the farm himself again. While he has devoted the last 50 years of his life to his role in higher 

education, he never lost his love of cattle and knowing that retirement from his position in education was on the horizon, 
he simply said, “I needed another job.” He recognized early on however, he needed someone on the farm while he trav-
eled back and forth from New Jersey. Enter, Jeff Berry. In the past, Jeff worked on the farm part-time as a landscaper, and 
according to Don, “in so doing, he convinced me, without reservation, that he was a farmer at heart. Since I have no chil-
dren of my own, he became the logical choice of partners for an old man with agricultural, growing pains.” So, as Don and 
Jeff formed their farm partnership, they established long-term goals to manage 150 brood cows, pure black angus, 1/2 of 
which are registered. They sell the offspring as finished steers or seed stock. As Don enters into the 228th year on the Gro-
ninger Homestead, he was reminded how much a farm family cares for their land. “There exists so many adages extracted 
from Paul Harvey’s speech, in 1978 at the FFA Convention; e.g, On the eighth day God looked down on his planned para-
dise and said, “I need a caretaker.” So, God made a farmer. For a Homestead that’s remained a legitimate, non-developed, 
family farm since 1797, this Homestead needed a caretaker. “I saw Jeff; I saw a farmer; and, I found the Homestead’s fu-
ture caretaker.” 

 

 

 

Ray Geissinger, VP 
Mifflintown, PA 

 

 

Connection to farming: We had a herd of registered Holsteins and I milked cows for 
about 50 years until 2014.  Currently I am working with combine operators during 
harvest and hauling grain out of the fields to either local mills, distant mills or our 
own grain drying and storage system.  We can store 100,000 bushels. 

Why am I involved with Farm Bureau?:  I see strength in being part of a group, 
and realize that when dealing with legislative issues that deal with agriculture; 
farmers and Farm Bureau are recognized for their policies that build community 
through good stewardship of our resources.   
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Ag Literacy Week 
March 17-21, 2025  

Join Jackie and her garden friends in this 
charming picture book as they discover the 
wonders of gardening, soil secrets, and the 
magic of composting. 

Jackie and her garden friends embrace the joys 
of planting a garden, nurturing and harvesting 
their own food, and recycling scraps to com-
post, ensuring that the magical cycle of growth 
and sustainability continues anew. 

Science facts about soil, plants, pollinators, 
decomposers, and more are included on every 
spread. 

A fantastic book to engage young readers in 
becoming environmental stewards, learning 
how to care for a garden, understanding a plant life cycle, discovering the power of pollinators and the importance of 
composting. 

REAL Life Money Savings: From an Actual PFB Farmer in Juniata County  

Below are the 2024 costs that were impacted by the work of the PFB to maintain tax breaks for seed, feed ferti-

lizer, and diesel. He did not have any vehicles with Farm Stickers but that is also a savings to farmers. Also, the 

saving from Clean and Green. Without PFB these breaks could easily go away.  

Seed cost: $34,052, 6% sales tax savings were $2,043 

Feed Cost (Minerals and Supplements): $8,767, 6% sales tax savings were $526 

Fertilizer Cost: $28,797, 6% sales tax saving were $1,728 

Diesel Cost: $16,989, assume $2.98/gallon=5,879 gallons     

 Tax would have been 25 cents/gallon, so savings were $1,470 

Total Savings from seed, feed, fertilizer, and fuel=$5,767 

Estimated tax on 400 acres would be $17,467. C&G in this area is a 27% reduction meaning the tax 

would have been $22,183. A savings of $4,716 

Total 2024 Savings were: $10,483 thanks to PFB 
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