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The Chester/Delaware County Farm
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counties. This publication will include

news on local farming initiatives, key

events, and Farm Bureau activities,

offering valuable insights and resources
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support the growth and sustainability of

farming in the region.
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our community and our legislation.



President’s Letter
 Spring is here, fields are green, grass is growing and planting

season is about to get under way. Recent rains have somewhat

relieved our drought condition and hopefully timely rains will

come throughout the growing season.

 National Ag week was celebrated last month, and I accepted a

proclamation from our county commissioners recognizing our

county’s farmers dedication to providing food and supporting

the economy. During Ag Literacy week, many of our members

took time to visit elementary schools and read to students. This

is a great opportunity to expose young kids in our community

to agriculture and its impact on their lives. Many thanks to

those who took time to read to students. 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s annual legislative day in Harrisburg recently took

place. Chester Delaware county’s 10 representatives met in Representative

Lawrence’s office with several local representatives including Representative

Sappey, Representative Friel, Representative Krueger, and Representative

Howard. Land preservation and C2P2, wildlife management, over order milk

premiums and transportation were among the issues discussed. Governor

Shapiro spoke at lunch addressing his commitment to Pennsylvania agriculture

in the coming year.

We hope to see you at our Summer Picnic on June 29  at Hibernia Park. th

Howard Reyburn



Women’s Leadership Committee
The Women’s Leadership Committee were able to send eight different organizations in the County

$250.00 each, for Farmer’s Care 2025. A friendly competition between FFA chapters, allowed the

students to turn their allotted dollar amount into the most pounds of food. We are excited to announce

the Summer Picnic will be held June 29  at Hibernia Park. Please be sure to come out and network with

other County farm bureau members. 

th

Lastly, be sure to check out the Farm Safety Contest in this newsletter. Kids of members, ages 4-18 have

different, age-appropriate opportunities to show us what farm safety looks like to them.

Respectfully,

Anna Brown, CDCFB Women’s Leadership Committee Chair

reyburnan18@gmail.com

CDCFB Committee
Reports

Government Relations
One of the most important things that the Chester-Delaware County Farm Bureau does is advocate

for legislation that protects and aids farmers and the agriculture industry within our counties. With a

successful legislative day in Harrisburg over, there is still plenty to do. If you have an interest in

joining our Legislative Committees, contact Julie Brady 610-932-7363 or

ChesterCountyFarmBureau@gmail.com

P&E Committee
In the state, the P&E and YAP committees will be planning another joint conference after the success
of the Bridging the Future conference held in February. Look for more infromation and dates coming

soon!

YAP Committee
Check out the Eastern state YAP picnic at Paulus Farm on August 10th, starting at 11 a.m.

Fun for the whole family, there will be food, networking and games. For more information and how to RSVP,
contact Paul Harrop at paulfharrop@gmail.com



CDCFB Committee
Reports

2025 Lyme Disease Fact Sheet

·Lyme and other tick-borne diseases remain a growing problem for PA residents.

·CDC statistics have ranked Pennsylvania as the number 1 or 2 state for cases of Lyme disease for the past six years.

More than 16,000 new cases were reported to the CDC in 2023.

·The actual number of cases is more than 10 times that number according to the CDC.

·There are more than 20 additional tick-borne diseases found in PA that are sometimes as serious or more serious

than Lyme disease.

·Some, like Powassan Fever, are fatal in 10-25% of people who contract this disease. There is no treatment. Fifty

percent of those who survive suffer from life-altering permanent neurological damage.

·New tick-borne diseases are discovered every year.

·The patients who have multiple infections suffer the most. They are difficult to diagnose and treat.

·We do not have enough knowledgeable doctors in PA to handle the patient load.

·There are fewer than 20 physicians in PA that we know of to suggest to patients. They all have special expertise

and years of experience diagnosing and treating patients with tick-borne diseases.

·Despite the public’s attention being drawn to other serious illnesses, the actual number of new Lyme cases

increases every year.

·Declining interest in learning about Lyme disease puts more people at risk, and prevents people from getting

effective treatment.

·Declining support for public health at all levels of government will reduce Lyme education and reduce the

accuracy of Lyme disease statistics.

·Research funding is based on the number of people reported to be affected.

·Government support for vital research has been reduced.

·Legislation that would require health insurers to pay for Lyme disease treatment would help thousands of PA

residents who are currently denied coverage.

Doug Fearn

Chairman, Pennsylvania Lyme Disease Awareness Committee

Of the Chester-Delaware County Farm Bureau



Rural Road Safety



We are looking for contestants ages 4-18 years to participate in Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau Safety Contests! This year’s theme is “From the Barn to the Field, Safety First!”

To participate, students would submit a finished coloring page, poster, or video according
to their age groups requirements. Video submissions will be sent directly to PFB using the

directions found at the link below. Coloring pages and posters should be submitted to
Chester/ Delaware County Farm Bureau by May 1st. Winners chosen by CDCFB will be

submitted to PFB to be judged against other submissions from across the state.
For full contest information and requirements, please visit the link below:

https://pfb.com/be-involved/womens-leadership-committee/safety-contests/
Age Categories:

4-6 years old - Coloring Page, Due to CDCFB by May 1 7-12 years old - Poster, Due to
CDCFB by May 1

13-18 years old - Video, Due to PFB by May 1
To submit a finished coloring page or poster, please contact Anna Brown at

reyburnan18@gmail.com

https://pfb.com/be-involved/womens-leadership-committee/safety-contests/
mailto:reyburnan18@gmail.com






Stay in the Know with PFB Alerts
Be the first to know about major developments in Pennsylvania agriculture, state and federal

policy, and Pennsylvania Farm Bureau advocacy and engagement by signing up for PFB text

message alerts. PFB members are informed through our print and digital communications.

But sometimes there’s news you need to know right away. That’s why we’ve developed PFB

text message alerts to send important updates right to your phone.

Signing up is easy. Simply text “PFBALERTS” to 833-554-0849. By texting to this number, you

agree to receive promotional messages sent via an auto dialer, and this agreement isn’t a 

condition of any purchase. You also agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy.

Msg&data rates may apply. Up to 5 msg/mo. To unsubscribe, text STOP to 833-554-0849.

How to sign up for PFB Action Alerts

To sign up by email: Visit www.pfb.com/ActNow. Enter your email address and ZIP code 

under “Sign Up for Alerts” and click the arrow. Enter your information and click “Save.” Make

sure to keep the box checked next to “Keep me subscribed to email alerts.” Start receiving

and responding to important Action Alerts from PFB, via email!

To sign up by text message:

Text “PFB” to 50457. You will receive a text message thanking you for signing up. Just click on

the link highlighted in blue to complete the registration. The link will send you to a

registration

page. Fill out the information and click SAVE.

Nationwide Insurance Agents

Garcia-Taylor Insurance Agency

3615 Lincoln Hwy, Thorndale, PA 19372

Chester County

Phone: (610) 384-2884

Simpers Insurance

224 East Street Rd, Kennett Square, PA 19348

Chester County

Phone: (610) 444-2610

Joseph Definis Inc

3221 Edgmont Ave, Brookhaven, PA 19015

Delaware County

Phone: (610) 874-7900

Julie Brady paticipates on
successful Ag Forum Panel

Representative Chrissy Houlahan held an agricultural forum at
the Kennett Library Auditorium on April 4 . Our 2  VP, Julie

Brady, was invited to be a part of the panel of ag experts during
the forum, along with several others, including representatives

from Penn Vet, the mushroom industry, and Representative
Christina Sappey.

th nd

The discussion centered on federal, state and local agriculture
issues, such as the phorid fly, tariffs, and farmland preservation

http://www.pfb.com/ActNow


PFB Legislative Conference 2025

Hundreds of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau members traveled to Harrisburg to
discuss Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s (PFB) priorities for 2025 with state

lawmakers as part of PFB’s annual State Legislative Conference on April 8 ,
and Chester/Delaware County Farm Bureau members, were among them.

th

Representative John Lawrence once again graciously offered his conference
room to allow Representatives from all over the County the opportunity to
meet with and hear about those issues. Representatives Friel, Sappey and

Kruger came to chat, as well as Brandi Miller, staff for Representative
Jennifer O’Mara. Great conversation was held about topics including energy,

dairy, the Farm Bill, the state budget and environmental issues, as well as
farmland preservation.

At far left, Representative John Lawrence stands with members of Chester/Delaware
County Farm Bureau: Raquel Holcomb, Melissa DiCranian, Gary Westlake, Anna Brown,
Howard Reyburn, Mel Harrop, Paul Harrop, Doug Fern and Julie Brady. Missing from the

photo is member Don Cairns.



To keep up to date with the happenings in Chester and

Delaware County Farm Bureau, visit our new website:

www.ChesterDelawareCountyFarmBureau.com

Please send items for the newsletter to: MelHarrop4482@gmail.com

CDCFB Board of Directors
Howard Reyburn, President

Andy Engle, 1st VP

Julie Brady, 2nd VP/Treas

Sam Davis, Sec.

Mindy Beam

Dennis Byrne

Deborah Ellis

Harold Hallman

Paul Harrop

Melissa Harrop

David Lytle

Chris MacCauley

Daniel Miller

CDCFB Committee Chairs:
County Membership Chair - Harold Hallman

Women’s Leadership - Anna Brown

PLDAC - Doug Fearn

Young Ag Professionals District 3 Rep and

County - Paul Harrop

Promotion & Education District 3 Rep and

County - Melissa Harrop

Ag Safety / Rural Road Safety - Darryl King

Government Relations Director - Julie Brady

Ag Lab / Ag in the Classroom - Deb Ellis

Visit Us at our website: https://chesterdelawarecountyfarmbureau.org/

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChesterDelawareCountyFarmBureau


