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BOARD MEMBERS’ SPRING BEAUTIES

Thoroughbred Filly foaled 4/9/21 on Rutherford Farm

Chicks, pigs, & pigs on Bruce Weikel’s Farm
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MORE SPRING BEAUTIES

Bruce Weikel’s Farm-Lamb

Bruce Weikel’s Farm-Shorthorn x Hereford

Mark Scheetz’s Farm-Cows & Calves
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Spotted Lanternfly Update
Farmers across the state will have to continue to deal with the spotted lanternfly invasion this year.
In March, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture expanded the quarantine zone for the pesky bug by eight
counties, adding Cambria, Cameron, Franklin, Lackawanna, Montour, Pike, Wayne, and Westmoreland to the list.
Pennsylvania now has a total of 34 counties in the quarantine zone, which stretches all the way across the state.
Control efforts to newly identified populations of spotted lanternfly in Pennsylvania have been funded through the
Pennsylvania Farm Bill for the past two years. The 2021-22 PA Farm Bill proposes another $3 million to combat
spotted lanternfly. Researchers from Penn State are expecting this year to see another large hatch.
“We are continuing to see growth of SLF populations. Each female can lay 30-150 eggs each, more than replacing
herself and her mate. Eggs are able to survive cold winter conditions, so we expect a ‘healthy hatch’ this year,”
said Heather Leach, spotted lanternfly extension associate at Penn State.
Leach also said that grape vines remain at high risk to damage from spotted lanternfly infestation, while new
research is providing insight as to which crops are more or less at risk.
“High populations and damage continue as SLF expands,” she said. “We have looked at other crops that might be at
risk, with some surprises. Early indications suggest that tree fruit is less at risk, cucumbers perhaps more so at risk.”
Preliminary data shows that other crops that may be at high risk are avocado, fig, kiwi, hemp, hops, peach, and
raspberry.
But, there is new research taking place and new methods for controlling the pests may be emerging.
A recent study aided by photographs submitted by citizen scientists have shown that chickens and praying mantises,
along with some other birds and bugs, may act as effective predators to the spotted lanternfly.
Other findings have shown that spotted lanternflies are attracted to high vertical surfaces, like telephone poles,
which may aid in trapping and controlling the bugs.

And the first dog trained to sniff out egg masses—Lucky, a female German Shepherd—was trained at PennVet’s
Working Dog Center. The hope is that trained dogs can help to inspect businesses like nurseries, greenhouses,
vehicle fleets, and log yards. Lucky is the first dog in the nation trained to detect spotted lanternfly.
Member Benefit Spotlight
Save on Essentials from Grainger with PFB Membership
Managing your farm and maintaining your home can be a challenge. Grainger, the preferred MRO (maintenance,
repair and operations) supplier of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, can help you manage with their industry leading
availability, free technical support, and effortless ordering.
With Grainger’s extensive product inventory, you can avoid the costly hassle of searching numerous suppliers for
your farm or home needs. They stock a huge selection of products for you, from power tools, cleaning supplies,
hardware, safety materials, paint, plumbing, outdoor equipment and much more.
Take advantage of your Farm Bureau membership with discounts of 5 to 50 percent off on products from Grainger,
including everything you need to keep your property and business looking good like rakes, leaf blowers,
wheel-barrows and chainsaws. Grainger can even help you with repair work, as they stock welding equipment and
accessories, tools, and shop and machining supplies.
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As a Farm Bureau member, you also get discounts on all Grainger Catalog items, and on select brands. And it’s very
easy to find what you’re looking for on their website, plus they offer 24/7 customer service.
For more information, visit www.pfb.com/grainger.

2021 Safety Contests—Theme “Lightening Can Strike More Than Once”
www.pfb.com/safetycontests

Sample Coloring Page

The Safety Coloring Page Contest is open to any youth ages 4 to 6 years old. Only the provided page will be accepted.
First Place Winner $25.00 VISA gift card; Second Place Winner $15.00 cash reward.
The 3-D Display Contest (7-9 & 10-12 years old) First Place Winner $50.00 VISA gift card; Second Place Winner $25.00 cash
reward.
The Safety Video Contest w/Release Form (13-15 & 16-18 years old). First Place $100.00 VISA gift card; Second Place winner
$50.00 cash reward.
These contests are not limited to children or grandchildren of Farm Bureau members, but they must be a Pennsylvania resident.
Counties will select ONE winner from each age category.
As outlined in the contest rules, all applications are due into the County Women’s Leadership Committee
(Glenda Wismer, Bucks County) by June 1, 2021.
Absolutely no entries will be accepted after the deadline. Entries which do not include all necessary information will be
automatically disqualified. Only one entry will be accepted for each contest/age per county.
First prize winners and parents will be invited to the PFB Annual Meeting on November 16, 2021. Winners will be announced
in the County Focus and will be displayed at Ag Progress Days and PFB Annual Meeting

————————————————————————————————————

As a reminder, after much deliberation from our county boards and
organizational leadership, all Pennsylvania Farm Bureau members’ dues will be
raised to $100.00 effective July 2021. With you membership, we will
continue to advocate for family farms and Pennsylvanian agriculture as we
have done for decades. Thank you for your continued support!
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