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Choose your planting site
• Mums grow best when planted in full
sun.
• Mums' small, shallow roots can't compete with larger roots, so don't plant them
too close to trees or shrubs.
Make sure the planting site has good water
drainage.

Prepare the soil
•

Mums will grow in just about any soil. Before you plant, dig in plenty of organic matter such as
composted manure or garden compost around the area where you will plant your mums.
• Mums need a lot of nitrogen. You can provide the needed nitrogen and other nutrients by using
a balanced fertilizer (10-10-10) sprinkled over the roots of the plant or by using a generous
amount of organic fertilizer (garden compost or manure). Carefully follow fertilizer label directions in order to prevent over-feeding the plant and causing fertilizer run-off.

Choose your plants carefully
Plants that go in the ground healthy require less care (and time) in the long run. When you are looking at
plants to buy, make sure you get plants without diseases or insects. How will you know if there are
diseases or insects? Look at the leaves for signs of disease (spotted or wilted leaves) and signs of insect
damage (holes, strangely shaped leaves, or winding trails inside the leaves). Also look at the flowers, if
many of them are lopsided then there are either insects on the plant now or there were insects at one
time.

Plant your mums
•

Remove the plant from the pot and check if the roots are wound around the inside of the pot.
If they are wound around then the plant is root bound and you should make a few cuts to break
up the root ball or rough up the root ball with your hands to tease out some of the roots.
• Space your mums 18 to 24 inches apart.
Plant the mums in the ground at the same depth as they were grown in the pot. Do not put soil on
top of the existing root ball.

Care for your plants as they grow
Mulch the mums with about 2 inches of organic mulch, but not grass clippings. Mulch the root area
of the plant but try to keep the mulch from touching the plant stems. Why should you mulch?
Because mulching cuts down on the amount of watering you need to do, controls weeds, and makes
the garden look nice.
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•

Water the plants for the first few weeks following planting. Water the plants slowly and deeply to
avoid a shallow watering which will not do the plant as much good. Watch how dry the soil is
because mum roots are shallow and the plants may dry up quickly.
• Look for insects and diseases, usually treat diseases and insects by removing infected leaves and
destroying them.
Remember, healthy plants are less likely to get very bad disease or insect problems.
Enjoy the beautiful blooms!

Overwintering your mums

If you want to keep your mums over the winter for next year then prepare the plants for the long cold
period ahead by:
•

Making sure there is good drainage of water away from the roots. If the roots stay wet then they
will probably freeze and die before spring. If you chose your planting site well to begin with, you
are already on your way to successfully overwintering your mums.
• Cutting the plant back to 2-3 inches high once the ground has become frozen.
Putting a layer of mulch (such as evergreen boughs, shredded leaves, or straw) over the tops of the
plants.

Note: Although mums are perennials, if they are planted late in the growing season (mid-September)
then they might not get enough time to grow roots deep enough to overwinter successfully.
This is a Penn State article.

IF YOU HAVE NOT RENEWED YOUR FARM BUREAU
MEMBERSHIP, PLEASE GO ON LINE AT www.pfb.com or contact
Ken & Sandy Herstine, Membership Processors, at
ksherstine@verizon.net or 215-795-2385.

2

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS (PUMPKIN GROWERS)
HELLERICK’S FAMILY FARM-8500 North Easton Rd, Doylestown 18902 hellericksfarm.com
PENN VERMONT FRUIT FARM-831 Rolling Hill Rd, Bedminster 18910.
Wagon rides to pumpkin fields on weekends in October. 215-795-2475 or 215-795-0230
TRAUGER’S FARM MARKET-370 Island Rd, Kintnersville 18930. A Fall Festival with horse-drawn wagon
rides to a pick your own pumpkin patch.

traugersfarm.com 610-847-5702

Member Benefit Spotlight
Farm Bureau Members Can Save on New Ford/Lincoln Vehicles
It’s a great time to save on a new Ford or Lincoln vehicle.
As a Farm Bureau member, you can receive $500 bonus cash towards the purchase or lease of a new, eligible Ford
vehicle or $750 bonus cash towards the purchase or lease of a new, eligible Lincoln vehicle.
That means you can get big savings now on your choice from the comfortable and capable lineup of Ford cars and
trucks or from the luxurious Lincoln lineup. The savings alone could pay back your Farm Bureau membership dues
for the past six to 10 years!
To be eligible for the offer, you must have been a Pennsylvania Farm Bureau member for at least 30 days. Certain
vehicles are excluded from the special offer.
To take advantage of this benefit, simply register for the offer at FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com.
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