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Hello to My Fellow Farm Bureau Members,
Well, we have made it to the fall. I hope you all had a successful summer. Some of you might have remembered
back when this pandemic started and everything was shut down. There were Facebook posts saying we’re s�ll
farming. We are s�ll farming� I also hope you are all s�ll farm members. By now, most of you have go�en your ﬁrst
reminder to pay your dues for next year. I ask you to do this and if you read further into this newsle�er, we are
having a drawing for ��� ���.�� Wawa gi� cards for those who mail in their membership early.
There’s many things that are s�ll going on. Even though we can’t meet in person, we had our County Annual Mee�ng
virtually. I thank those that joined us for the mee�ng. I’m hoping that next year we can all meet face-to-face again
to socialize with our friends and neighbors. Harrisburg hasn’t stopped working. We were hoping to get a vote in the
House on a bill that would ease liability for ag tourism which is a very growing business in the agricultural ﬁeld
especially here in Bucks County with our corn mazes and pick your own pumpkins and hayrides which are all taking
place this fall. If you visit the Farm Bureau website, p�.com, you will see there is an upper right corner called
����n �lerts which no�fy our members when we need to contact our legislators to ask them to vote one way or the
other. It’s a very simple way of contac�ng legislators to let them know that we need them to vote to support
Farm Bureau’s policies. As I’m wri�ng this le�er, the bill for ag tourism liability has been stalled in the House of
�epresenta�ves. We hope we can get a vote on it before the end of the year.
As we start moving into fall, the roads of Bucks County will be ﬁlled with farm equipment and large harvesters picking
corn and soybeans. I ask that when you encounter one, please be pa�ent and try not to pass them on a dangerous
posi�on on the road. The operator of that equipment would like to be able to go home to his family just like you do
every night. So, please be cau�ous and take your �me when encountering this farm equipment. Thank you.
May all of you have a wonderful fall and enjoy the rest of the year with hopes that ���� will be be�er than ����.
Sincerely,

President

BUCKS COUNTY FARM BUREAU BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mark Scheetz, President
Don Buckman, Vice President
Dolly Rutherford, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. James Diamond, Gov. Rela�ons
Tom Haldeman
Jeﬀrey Heacock
�enneth Hers�ne
Jessica Moyer
Joshua Rice
Joel Roney
Beth Snyder
Michael S�tzinger
Bruce Weikel
Glenn Wismer

215-723-4904
267-718-0313
267-566-2123
610-847-0867
215-795-0627
215-453-1195
215-795-2385
267-221-9128
215-738-6927
610-847-5702
215-485-7203
215-348-1914
215-257-1962
215-766-0675

ﬁvemfarm@verizon.net
donbuckman81@yahoo.com
orruth91@yahoo.com
janbdiamond@fron�ernet.net
susanhaldeman3530@comcast.net
jdjeth@verizon.net
kshers�ne@verizon.net
oreosspot@yahoo.com
overlookhillfarm@hotmail.com
traugersmarket@aol.com
bethjonczyk@comcast.net
bs�tz@gmail.com
bruceweikel@gmail.com
wisglen1@verizon.net

�en & Sandy Hers�ne, Membership Chairs
215-795-2385
kshers�ne@verizon.net
Glenda Wismer, Women’s Commi�ee Chair 215-766-0675
pamperedchefglenda@gmail.com
Dolly Rutherford, �ewsle�er �ditor
267-566-2123
orruth91@yahoo.com
The Bucks County Farm Bureau meets the 4th Wednesday of the month @ 7:30 p.m.
Plumsteadville Grange, #1738, Route 611, Plumsteadville

FARM-tas�c Book Program�2020 Book: It’s Milking Time $10.00

Past books are also available. Contact Glenda Wismer 215-766-0675 or pamperedchefglenda@gmail.com

Mobile Ag On the Go Teacher (Part Time)

Mobile Ag on the Go Teacher: Conduct promo�ons & Administra�ve mee�ngs with schools prior to “Ag
on the Go” visits. Conduct instruc�on of “Ag on the Go” program according to established lesson plans &
procedures. Mobile Ag Ed Science Lab Teacher: Conduct instruc�on of mobile Ag �d Science �ab program
according to established lesson plans & procedures.
Please mail le�ers of introduc�on � resumes to:
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, Personnel
PO Box 8736, Camp Hill, PA 17001-8736 or as an email a�achment

Jerry Harris Young Ag Professionals Grant-2021

Applicants must be between ages 20-30, a Bucks County resident, and be ac�vely involved in produc�on
agriculture. Applicant and/or family must be members in good standing of the Bucks County Farm Bureau
and be commi�ed to a career in produc�on agriculture. Applicants may receive up to two grants of
$2500.00, but not in succeeding years. Preference will be given to ﬁrst �me applicants. Applicants must
be present to receive their grant at the Bucks County Annual Mee�ng in September. This grant is
non-renewable. Please contact Mark Scheetz at 215-723-4904 or ﬁvemfarm@verizon.net or
Don Buckman at 267-718-0313 or donbuckman81@yahoo.com to request an applica�on.

Young Ag Professionals

Farm Bureau has changed the name “Young Farmer and Rancher” to “Young Ag Professionals” to be more
inclusive of ag based people, through career or other ways, that may not live or operate a farm or ranch.
We are looking for a District Representa�ve to serve on the state commi�ee.
�f you are interested in the posi�on, please contact Don Buckman at donbuckman81@yahoo.com or
267-718-0313.
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MEET BOARD MEMBER— Tom Haldeman
Tom Haldeman is a 5 th genera�on farmer. The Haldeman farm was always a dairy farm, in previous
genera�ons also growing and selling tomatoes, eggs and other commodi�es. In his �randad’s genera�on,
ﬂuid milk became the primary commodity. In 2016, Tom and his wife, Sue, sold their dairy herd and now
Tom farms about 300 acres, growing hay, soybeans and corn. He raises and sells replacement heifers and
the occasional steer. Tom divides his �me between his ��sville farm where he lives with Sue, and the
Doylestown farm where he grew up. He and Sue have two daughters who have married and made them
the proud grandparents of two granddaughters and two grandsons

Please renew your Farm Bureau Membership to take place in a
�2�.00 Wawa Gi� �ard Ra�e. � Lucky Winners will be drawn
at the Board Mee�ng on October 28, 2020. Good Luck!
The Bucks County Annual Mee�ng was held virtual on September 19, 2020.
�epresenta�ve �endy �llman a�ended.
The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau Annual Mee�ng will be held virtual on November 16-19, 2020. Please join
us! h�ps���p�.com�annual-mee�ng-homen
Hello, do you know someone, maybe a young person thinking about a career in agriculture� A lot of �mes
when people talk about agriculture, the ﬁrst thing they think of is someone being a farmer. That is a very
important part of agriculture, but there are many careers in agriculture that doesn't mean you're a farmer
from a feed salesman and a nutri�onist to a forester who looks at your �mber and harvests for wood
products. There are many agricultural careers, so I encourage you to go to a website put together by the
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau's Ag Promo�on Commi�ee and view all the diﬀerent careers that are in
agriculture. www.agandfoodcareersinpa.com Thank you. Mark A Scheetz, President

2021 PA Farm Bureau Young Ag Professionals Awards
AFBF YF�R Applica�ons
Discussion Meet, Achievement Award, Excellence in Ag, Social Media �ontests—applica�ons
are available at p�.com. Please contact Member Rela�ons at 717-761-2740 or email
memrel�p�.com with any �ues�ons about this program.
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BackgroundTree-of-heaven, commonly referred to as ailanthus, is a rapidly growing deciduous tree native to both

northeast and central China, as well as Taiwan. It was first introduced into the United States in the Philadelphia area in 1784. Immigrants later in- troduced tree-of-heaven to the West Coast in the 1850s. It was initially valued as an urban street tree and was
widely planted in the Baltimore and Washington, D.C., area. From these areas, tree-of-heaven has spread and become a common
invasive plant in urban, agricultural, and forested areas.

Description Size: Tree-of-heaven has rapid growth and can grow into a very large tree, reaching heights of 80 to 100
feet and up to 6 feet in diameter.

Bark: The bark of tree-of-heaven is smooth and green when young, eventually turning light brown to gray, resembling the skin
of a cantaloupe.

Leaves: Tree-of-heaven leaves are pinnately compound, mean- ing they have a central stem in which leaﬂets are a�ached on
each side. One leaf can range in length from 1 to 4 feet with anywhere from 10 to 40 leaﬂets. The leaﬂets are “lance” shaped
with smooth or “en�re” margins. At the base of each leaﬂet are one to two pro- truding bumps called glandular teeth. When
crushed, the leaves and all plant parts give oﬀ a strong, oﬀensive odor.
Twigs: The twigs of tree-of-heaven are alternate on the tree, stout, greenish to brown in color, and lack a terminal bud.They
have large V- or heart-shaped leaf scars. The twigs easily break to expose the large, spongy, brown center, or pith.

Seeds: Seeds on female trees are a 1-to-2-inch-long twisted samara, or wing. There is one seed per samara. The samaras are
found in clusters, which o�en hang on the tree through winter.
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Dispersal
Tree-of-heaven is dioecious, meaning a tree is either male or emale, and typically grows in dense colonies, or “clones.” All rees
in a single clone are the same sex. Female trees are prolifieeders with the potential to produce more than 300,000 seeds annually.
The single-seeded samaras are wind dispersed. Established trees continually spread by sending up root sucker hat may emerge as
far as 50 feet from the parent tree. A cut

Control
Due to its extensive root system and resprouting ability, tree-of-heaven is difficult to control. Treatment timing and following up
the second year are critical to success. Mechani- cal methods, such as cutting or mowing, are ineffective, as the tree responds by
producing large numbers of stump sprouts and root suckers. When cutting tree-of-heaven is necessary to remove potentially
hazardous trees, it is best to treat with an herbicide first, allow 30 days for it to take effect, and then cut.

�������� ���� ��� ����� ��� ������� ���������squirt applications,apply the herbicide solution to spaced cuts around the circumference
of the stem. Leaving uncut living tissue between the frill cuts allows the herbicide to move to the roots. Again, make applications in mid
- to late summer. Well-established tree-of-heaven stands are only eliminated through repeated efforts and monitoring. Initial treatments
often only reduce the root systems, making follow-up measures necessary. Persistence is the key to success.

Human Health Concerns Tree-of-heaven can affect human health. The tree is a very high pollen producer and a
moderate source of allergy in some people. In addition, a few cases of skin irritation or dermatitis have been reported from contact with
plant parts (leaves, branches, seeds, and bark) and products.
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Symptoms often vary and depend on several factors, including the sensitivity of the individual, the extent of contact, and the condition of
the plant or plant product. There are rare reports of myocarditis (inflammation of the heart muscle) from exposure to sap through broken
skin, blisters, or cuts. People who have extensive contact with the tree should wear protective clothing and gloves and be careful to avoid
contact with the sap.
Prepared by David R. Jackson, forest resources educator, and Art Gover, research support associate, Wildland Weed Management
Program. extension.psu.edu

Publication EE0218 (for complete publication go to Penn State Web Site.

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS (PUMPKIN GROWERS)
HELLERICK’S FAMILY FARM-8500 North Easton Rd, Doylestown 18902
hellericksfarm.com

215-766-8388

PENN VERMONT FRUIT FARM-831 Rolling Hill Rd, Bedminster 18910. Wagon
rides to pumpkin ﬁelds on weekends in October. 215-795-2475 or 215-795-0230
TRAUGER’S FARM MARKET-370 Island Rd, Kintners�ille 18930. A Fall Fes��al
with horse-drawn wagon rides to a pick your own pumpkin patch.
traugersfarm.com 610-847-5702
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Register Now for PFB’s Virtual �nnual �ee�ng
Mark your calendar for Nov. 16 through 19 to join Farm Bureau members from across the Keystone State for a virtual
celebra�on of Pennsylvania agriculture!
Perhaps the most signiﬁcant days on our yearly calendar, PFB’s Annual Mee�ng brings farmers across the state
together to set our organiza�on’s direc�on, recognize the achievements of the past year, learn and network.
While it’s disappoin�ng that we won’t all be able to see one another face-to-face this year due to restric�ons related
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the virtual format oﬀers new and exci�ng opportuni�es that we expect will make our
7�th anniversary one of the most exci�ng to date.

If you’ve always wanted to par�cipate in PFB’s signature event but have not been able to commit to the �me and
expense of traveling to Hershey, this is �our chance to �oin the celebra�on� The virtual mee�ng is free to all PFB
members and you can par�cipate as much or as li�le as your schedule allows.
And remember to mark your calendar for Nov. 10, when the excitement begins with a kick-oﬀ event. You’ll have an
opportunity to compete for prizes and get familiar with the virtual conven�on before it begins.
Here’s what you need to know:
What will PFB’s 70th �nnual �ee�ng include�
You’ll experience most of the exci�ng features of a typical PFB Annual Mee�ng, just in a virtual format. Here is just a
sampling of what to expect.

70th �nnual �ee�ng Celebra�on: In place of the typical Annual Mee�ng meal func�ons, we’ll be holding a
broadcast to celebrate the year’s achievements. Think an awards show, like the Oscars or Grammys, but
celebra�ng Farm Bureau and agriculture. We’ll recognize our Outstanding Woman in Agriculture,
Dis�nguished Local Aﬀairs Leader, Dis�nguished Service to Agriculture Award, and Young Ag Professional
contest winners; celebrate the accomplishments of county Farm Bureaus; and much more. There will also be
an inspira�onal message from Pennsylvania Farm Bureau President Rick Ebert. You won’t want to miss this.
�duca�onal seminars: Learn about emerging and important issues in agriculture from a variety of knowledgeable
speakers. See a lis�ng of seminars in the October issue of Country Focus and at ww.p�.com��nnual�ee�ng.
Virtual exhibit hall: Visit with vendors and PFB services and commi�ees to learn about their oﬀerings and sign up
for special oﬀers, drawings and merchandise. Some exhibitors will have staﬀ available to live chat with
a�endees so you can talk to a real person, just like at an in-person trade show.
Networking: You’ll have a chance to chat with exhibitors, presenters and other a�endees through the virtual
pla�orm.
Compete for prizes: To add even more excitement to the virtual Annual Mee�ng, there will be a contest that
encourages a�endees to make the most of their experience. You’ll earn points for par�cipa�ng in sessions, engaging with
sponsors and more. Compete with other a�endees to win great prizes!

How do I access PFB’s 70th �nnual �ee�ng virtuall��
You'll be able to par�cipate in the virtual mee�ng from most computers and mobile devices with an internet
connec�on.
If you are using an Apple or Android mobile device, such as a smartphone or tablet, you'll be able to download our
Annual Mee�ng app from the Apple or Google Play app stores. For desktop computers, laptops and other devices,
you'll follow a link and par�cipate via your web browser. Either way, you'll be able to access all aspects of the
Annual Mee�ng in one, easy to ﬁnd place.
Be sure to register ahead of �me to receive more detailed instruc�ons.
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How do I register?
�egistra�on is open now� A�endees, except for vo�ng delegates, are asked to register online by ﬁlling out and
submi�ng the form available at www.p�.com/register.
�our registra�on may take up to a few days to process so be sure to register as early as possible.
If you are serving as a vo�ng delegate, do not register through the online registra�on form. �ou will receive special
registra�on instruc�ons a�er you are selected by your county Farm Bureau.
�ou will need an email address to register and access the mee�ng. If you do not have an email account, you can sign
up for a free email account through services such as Gmail (visit mail.google.com), AOL (visit login.aol.com) or
Outlook (visit outlook.live.com/owa).

How can I learn more?
Look for even more details in the October edi�on of Country Focus. We’ll also post updates on our Annual �ee�ng
webpage, www.p�.com/annualmee�ng.
Remember to Apply for COVID-19 Relief Programs
The window is closing soon to apply for two coronavirus-relief program that are specially designed to help farmers.
If you haven't done so already, make sure to review whether you are eligible for these programs and get your
applica�on in.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Coronavirus Food Assistance Program oﬀers direct payments to farmers to
help oﬀset their losses due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Payments are guaranteed for eligible producers of certain, eligible commodi�es but you must apply by Sept. 11.
Following advocacy by Farm Bureau, the list of eligible commodi�es was recently expanded, and the deadline was
extended, giving producers an extra two weeks to apply.
Eligible commodi�es include:
Dairy
Wool
Livestock: hogs, ca�le, sheep, liquid and frozen eggs
Eggs: liquid and frozen
Non-specialty crops: mal�ng barley, canola, corn, upland co�on, millet, oats, soybeans, sorghum, sunﬂowers,
durum wheat, and hard red spring wheat
Specialty crops: alfalfa sprouts, almonds, aloe leaves, anise, apples, ar�chokes, arugula, asparagus, avocados, bananas, basil,
batatas, bean sprouts, beans, beets, blackberries, blueberries, bok choy, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage,
cantaloupe, carrots, cauliﬂower, celeriac (celery root), celery, cherimoya, chervil, chives, cilantro, citron, coconuts,
collard greens, corn (sweet), cucumbers, curry leaves, daikon, dandelion greens, dates, dill, donqua (winter melon),
dragon fruit (red pitaya), eggplant, endive, escarole, ﬁlberts, frisee, garlic, grapefruit, greens (others not listed), guava,
horseradish, kale greens, kiwifruit, kohlrabi, kumquats, leeks, lemons, le�uce, mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple
syrup), marjoram, mesculin mix, microgreens, mint, mushrooms, mustard greens, nectarines, okra, onions

(dry and green), oranges, oregano, papaya, parsley, parsnips, passion fruit, peaches, pears, peas (English/
garden, snap, and sugar), pecans, peppers, persimmons, pineapples, pistachios, plantains, pomegranates,
potatoes, pummelos, pumpkins, radicchio, raspberries, rhubarb, rosemary, rutabagas, sage, savory, shallots,
sorrel, spinach, squash, star fruit, strawberries, sugarcane, sweet potatoes, Swiss chard, tangelos, tangerines,
taro, thyme, tomatoes, turmeric, turnip top greens, turnips/celeriac, upland/winter cress, walnuts, water
cress, watermelons, yau�a/malanga, and yuca/cassava

Aquaculture: ca�ish, crawﬁsh, largemouth bass and carp sold live as foodﬁsh, hybrid striped bass, red drum,
salmon, sturgeon, �lapia, trout, ornamental/tropical ﬁsh, and recrea�onal spor�ish
Nursery crops and cut ﬂowers
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Learn more about the program at www.farmers.gov/cfap. Farmers can apply online or via their local Farm Service
Agency Service Center. Applicants can contact USDA's CFAP Call Center for assistance at 877.508.8364.
Pennsylvania dairy producers are eligible for indemnity payments through the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
if they suﬀered losses due to having to discard milk themselves and/or if they were assessed a fee by their coopera�ve
to share in the cost of milk dumped by other coopera�ve members. Each eligible farm will receive a minimum
payment of $1,500. Once each eligible farm receives the minimum payment, farms that suﬀered losses or were
assessed fees greater than $1,500 will receive an addi�onal pro-rata share of the remaining funds, not to exceed the
actual amount of the loss. Producers can ﬁll out and print an applica�on form online that must be mailed in to PDA
and postmarked no later than Sept. 30. Instruc�ons, including the mailing address, are provided on the form. Visit
h�ps�//bit.ly/���b�FI to learn more and apply.
Safemark Sold to Ohio Company
PFB Members’ Service Corpora�on, the for-proﬁt wing of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, has sold its Safemark division to
K&M Tire, Inc. of Ohio.
K&M Tire assumed the Safemark opera�ons on Aug. 31. The agreement included all Safemark employees becoming
employees of K&M Tire.
Safemark—a wholesaler of �res, twine, �llage and other farm supplies—has been an integral part of the PFB family of
companies for decades, serving farms and rural communi�es not only in Pennsylvania, but across the mid-Atlan�c and
northeast regions. The decision to pursue a sale of this asset was not taken lightly, and had been in the works for
more than a year. Ul�mately, increasing compe��on in the wholesale and e-commerce marketplaces, the cost of
necessary technology upgrades to compete and shrinking margins amid an eight-year sour farm economy brought
PFB’s leadership and Board of Directors to this course of ac�on.
K&M Tire, a family owned business started in 1970, has a long history of providing a full line of �res including
agricultural, industrial, passenger and light truck, medium truck, ST trailer �res and lawn and garden �res via
wholesale lines. K&M operates 30 distribu�on loca�ons spread out geographically from Maine to Iowa and North
Dakota to Texas.
“This is a bi�ersweet moment, but it also gives Safemark’s nine employees, the business, our wholesale customers
and PFB be�er opportuni�es in the future,” said Sam Kieﬀer, PFB’s chief administra�ve o�cer. “We are grateful for
the leadership and dedica�on of Glen Rence who managed Safemark for the past 15 years, and has been a member
of Farm Bureau’s staﬀ for a total of 35 years. We are also grateful to Glen’s team and wish them all the very best in
this new opportunity.”
Help Tell USDA How to Improve Farmer Experience
The U.S. Department of Agriculture wants to know how its agencies can be�er serve farmers.The department will
conduct an annual survey of farmers to understand what the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conserva�on
Service, and Risk Management Agency are doing well and where they can improve.
The survey includes �0 �ues�ons and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. Responses are conﬁden�al, and
individual responses will be aggregated.
Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.
Panel Issues Five-Year Plan for Bolstering Pennsylvania Dairy

Pennsylvania has a road map for promo�ng and strengthening its dairy sector.
The PA Dairy Future Commission recently issued its recommenda�ons to General Assembly for ac�on items that can
be implemented over the next ﬁve years to support Pennsylvania dairy. The commission was created by legisla�on
last year supported by Pennsylvania Farm Bureau.
“We have been talking for years about what is really needed to help our industry thrive, and we want this report to be
used as an ac�on plan rather than just being yet another report that sits on a shelf without substan�al
implementa�on,” said Commission Chair Bre� Reinford, �uniata County dairy farmer and PFB member.
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The report was developed with input from farmers as well as other representa�ves from the dairy industry. Numerous PFB members served on the commission, including Somerset County dairy farmer Glenn Stoltzfus who represented Farm Bureau.
Several of the commission's recommenda�ons are items PFB is already advoca�ng for and the organiza�on is reviewing the report to determine what other measures would be supported by Farm Bureau policy. Farm Bureau members
may also wish to consider whether other recommenda�ons in the report should be addressed through PFB's
grassroots policy development process.
Read the full report at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org/pa-dairy-goodness-that-ma�ers/pa-dairy-futurecommission-recommenda�ons.
PASS Program Receives $10 Million Boost
A state program that connects the charitable food system with surplus products from Pennsylvania farms will be able
to ramp up its eﬀorts more than seven-fold thanks to an infusion of federal s�mulus cash.
The state Department of Agriculture recently announced that $10 million of Pennsylvania’s share of federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding will be used to bolster the Pennsylvania
Agricultural Surplus System. The PASS program, which Farm Bureau supports and rou�nely advocates for, helps
cover the costs associated with ge�ng surplus farm products to the state’s food banks, and ul�mately families in
need.
The addi�onal funding—$5 million for dairy purchases and $5 million to purchase a variety of other products like
fruit, vegetables, meat, and eggs—is a major ramp-up from the program’s typical funding of $1.5 million a year. The
state is partnering with Feeding Pennsylvania to administer the program.
“If there’s anything worse than the waste of fresh, local food and the labor of love from Pennsylvania farmers, it’s
the hunger that more than two million Pennsylvanians are facing every day as we ﬁght COVID-19,” said Pennsylvania
Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding. “This is $10 million in relief for Pennsylvania farmers who have lost markets
but have not swayed in their commitment to nourishing our commonwealth. It’s $10 million in fresh, local food to go
on the plates of families who were unsure of where their next meal would come from.”
�rum� �ssues E�ecu�ve �r�er on Rural Health
A new direc�ve from President Donald Trump aims to expand rural communi�es’ access to telemedicine during the
COVID-19 pandemic.The execu�ve order aims to expand the availability of certain telehealth services and allow more
prac��oners to provide telehealth services.
The order directs the U.S. Departments of Agriculture and Health and Human Services to develop and implement a
plan to improve rural health op�ons by expanding access to communica�ons infrastructure in rural communi�es. It
also directs HHS to develop a new payment model and regulatory ﬂexibility to help ensure that rural healthcare
provider are able to provide the necessary level and quality of care.
Ebert Highlights Agriculture’s Concerns During Forum
Even as Pennsylvania farmers have faced unprecedented challenges amid the COVID-19 pandemic, they have
con�nued to focus on their important mission to feed their neighbors and the world, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau
President Rick Ebert said during a recent virtual forum on agriculture.
Ebert noted that the pandemic came as farmers were expec�ng a year of recovery a�er years of market vola�lity,
low prices and trade disputes. Instead, the pandemic le� many producers without a market and caused commodity
prices to plunge.
“Across all commodi�es, farmers con�nue to do what they do best,” Ebert said. “We take care of our animals, grow
our crops and make sure our workers are safe.”
His comments came during a virtual forum on Pennsylvania agriculture hosted by U.S. Rep. Glenn “G.T.” Thompson.
In addi�on to Ebert and Thompson, Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture Russell Redding and Bill Northey, USDA
Under Secretary for Farm Produc�on and Conserva�on, spoke and ﬁelded ques�ons.
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Ebert also highlighted Farm Bureau’s legisla�ve priori�es and discussed how federal relief programs have served as a
lifeline for agriculture during a diﬃcult �me.
P�i�ade�p�ia Se�ected for �ew �rban Agricu�ture FSA Commi�ee
Philadelphia is among the ﬁrst ci�es na�onally that will have its own Farm Service Agency commi�ee focusing on
urban agriculture.
U.S. Department of Agriculture announced recently the crea�on of new FSA county commi�ees that will focus
exclusively on urban agriculture. Philadelphia was among the ﬁrst ﬁve ci�es selected for the program. FSA county
commi�ees give farmers an opportunity of help shape delivery of federal farm programs.
“County commi�ees represent farmers and set priori�es at the local level,” Under Secretary for Farm Produc�on and
Conserva�on Bill Northey said. “Urban and suburban farmers are uniquely qualiﬁed to iden�fy the needs of growers
and their communi�es, especially when it comes to making fresh, healthy food accessible.” FSA will begin accep�ng
nomina�ons for the new urban and suburban county commi�ee members Sept. 8.
Urban farmers who par�cipate or cooperate in an FSA program in the county selected may either be nominated or
may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Organiza�ons, including those represen�ng beginning, women,
and minority producers, also may nominate candidates.
To be considered, a producer must sign an FSA���9A nomina�on form. The form and other informa�on about FSA
county commi�ee elec�ons are available at fsa.usda.gov/e�ec�ons or farmers.gov/urban. All nomina�on forms for
the urban and suburban county commi�ees must be postmarked or received in the local FSA oﬃce by Oct. 2.
Elec�on ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Oct. 23.

Funding Avai�ab�e for Organic Cer��ca�ons
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has funding available to help organic producers pay for the cost of their organic
cer�ﬁca�ons.
Organic Cer�ﬁca�on Cost Share Program reimburses par�cipants for up to 50 percent of the cer�ﬁed organic
opera�on’s eligible expenses, up to a maximum of $500 per scope. If addi�onal funding is appropriated by Congress,
the maximum may increase to $750 for up to 75 percent of eligible costs.
Applica�ons are due Oct. 31 for reimbursements of eligible costs incurred between Oct. 1, 2019, and Sept. 30, 2020.
Learn more at www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index or contact your Farm Service Agency
county oﬃce.
Grants Avai�ab�e for Farm Conserva�on Pro�ects
Funding is available through the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protec�on’s Small Business Advantage
Grant program to help farmers purchase energy eﬃcient or pollu�on preven�on equipment, or adopt waste
reduc�on processes. The program provides 50 percent matching grants, up to a maximum of $7,000.In addi�on to
projects that decrease energy usage, the grants can be used on best management prac�ces that improve water
quality. Examples of eligible projects include, but are not limited to� riparian buﬀer plan�ngs, streamside
exclusionary fencing, barnyard runoﬀ controls, energy eﬃcient ligh�ng, high eﬃciency hea�ng and cooling
equipment, geothermal heat pumps, energy eﬃcient refrigera�on, process equipment upgrades, waste recycling
systems, solvent recovery systems, and agricultural solar pumps. Learn more at ��ps�//bit.��/3����c�.

Pa. Fire Companies Awarded Grain Bin Rescue Equipment
Two Pennsylvania ﬁre companies will be be�er equipped to rescue farmers or grain handlers who become trapped
in grain bins.
Avoca Fire Department in Luzerne County and Womelsdorf Volunteer Fire Company in Berks County were selected
to receive grain bin rescue tubes and specialized training through Na�onwide’s seventh annual Nominate Your Fire
Department Contest. In addi�on to the support from Na�onwide, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and Kathy Barry
Agency donated to help supply the rescuers with the important equipment and training. The ﬁre companies were
among 41 selected across the country as part of the annual contest, held by Na�onwide, in partnership with the
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Na�onal Educa�on Center for Agricultural Safety.
Every year, thousands of farmers and commercial grain handlers risk their lives by entering grain bins to remove
clumped or ro�ed grain. As rural communi�es have come to know all too well, an accident in a grain bin can quickly
turn deadly. In just seconds, adults can sink to their waists in ﬂowing grain, rendering them completely trapped
without the proper rescue devices.
In 2014, Na�onwide ini�ated its Grain Bin Safety advocacy campaign to educate those entering grain bins about the
hazards involved and the importance of implemen�ng safe entry procedures. A central piece of the campaign, the
Nominate Your Fire Department Contest, aims to address the lack of specialized resources available to rural ﬁre
departments who are responding to bin entrapments. Since beginning the eﬀorts, Na�onwide has awarded grain
rescue tubes and training to 152 ﬁre departments in 30 states.

“We began our Grain Bin Safety campaign in 2014 to support the agriculture community and put an end to avoidable
deaths from individuals entering grain bins without recognizing the dangers and taking precau�ons,” said Brad
Ligge�, president of Na�onwide Agribusiness. “Thanks to the generous and increasing support of our partners, I’m
extremely proud to say that we’re providing more rescue tubes and training to ﬁrst responders this year than we
have ever before.” The rescue tubes and training awarded through the contest in past years have already been put
into use in Pennsylvania. In 2018, rescuers used equipment and training they received from Na�onwide to save the
life of a Somerset County Farm Bureau member who became entrapped in a grain bin. “It’s as important as ever to be
following proper safety precau�ons when entering a bin,” said Ligge�. “�ur goal is to con�nue these eﬀorts un�l we
can ensure every rural ﬁre department has access to these cri�cal rescue resources.”
Member Beneﬁt Spotlight

Farm Bureau Members Can Save on New Ford/Lincoln Vehicles
It’s a great �me to save on a new Ford or Lincoln vehicle.
As a Farm Bureau member, you can receive $500 bonus cash towards the purchase or lease of a new, eligible Ford
vehicle or $750 bonus cash towards the purchase or lease of a new, eligible Lincoln vehicle.
That means you can get big savings now on your choice from the comfortable and capable lineup of Ford cars and
trucks or from the luxurious Lincoln lineup. The savings alone could pay back your Farm Bureau membership dues
for the past six to 10 years!
To be eligible for the oﬀer, you must have been a Pennsylvania Farm Bureau member for at least 30 days.
Certain vehicles are excluded from the special oﬀer.
To take advantage of this beneﬁt, simply register for the oﬀer at FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com.

ADVERTISING CORNER
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AD�ERTISING CORNER-con�nue�

————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bucks County Farm Bureau is collec�ng so�a � sou� can tabs for chari�es �Farmers Care Day�. �ou can
give them to a Boar� member or �ro� o� at a Boar� mee�ng or bring them to any Farm Bureau event.
Thanks you!

GROWMARK FS, LLC
ESMOND B. CROOKE, CCA
LOCATION MANAGER
GROWMARK FS, LLC

CELL: 267-446-3013

60 Lehigh Ave.

OFFICE: 908-479-4500

Bloomsbury, NJ 08804

FAX: 908-479-1411

www.growmarkfs.com
EMAIL: ecrooke@growmarkfs.com

Growing �our E��ecta�ons
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AD�ERTISING CORNER-con�nued

Windybush Hay Farms LLC
Nathan Crooke
267-446-5518
108 Irish Meetinghouse Rd.
Perkasie, PA 18944
Hay—Mulch Products—Trucking—Seed
Farm Office 215-766-2865 or 215-353-7438

“DRINK MILK” YARD SIGNS
Free
Contact Bruce Weikel 215-257-1962
License Plates $5.00 Contact Mark Scheetz 215-723-4904

DRINK MILK YARD SIGNS FREE- CONTACT BRUCE WEIKEL 215-257-1962
Want to ad�er�se� Please send your business card to Dolly Rutherford orruth91@yahoo.com or
67 Sherman Rd� O�s�ille PA 1�942
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BUCKS COUNTY
NATIONWIDE
AGENCIES
James Bodnar
4 Terry Dr.
Suite 19
Newtown 18940
215-968-0116
Ryan Crookham
164 Lincoln Hwy.
Suite 205
Fairless Hills 19030
215-788-3100
William Dirugeris
4201 Neshaminy Blvd.
Suite 111
Bensalem 19020
215-752-4401
Robert Flounders
2307 Bristol Pike
Bensalem 19020
215-638-1525
Kevin Halpin
308 N. Main St.
Suite 600
Chalfont 18914
215-997-1834

John Holroyd
1516 W. Street Rd.
Warminster 18974
215-672-3400

Patrick Kenney
607F Louis Dr.
Warminster 18974
215-444-9350
Paul Kowalewski
2809 Bristol Pike
Bensalem 19020
215-639-8788
Aaron Landis
570 S. West End Blvd.
Quakertown 18951
215-536-5111

Jordan Rosen
8919 New Falls Rd.
Suite 9
Levi�own 19054
215-547-1221
Michael Savio
1 Market Place
New Hope 18938
215-862-2025
Michael Sheehan
204 Poplar Rd.
Chalfont 18914
215-997-9304

Jeﬀrey Landis
1456 Ferry Rd.
Suite 701
Doylestown 18901
215-345-4665

Steven Tamburri
1241 W. Broad St.
Quakertown 18951
215-536-3090

Thomas Orrino
970 Second Street Pike
Richboro 18954
215-710-0660

Donald Ward
1870 Veterans Highway
Levi�own 19056
215-757-7979

Stanley Prajzner
401 Lakeside Dr.
Southampton 18966
215-364-9440

Paul Wehner
528 S. Oxford Valley Rd.
Fairless Hills 19030
215-945-6670

Chris�an Re�ce
8330 Easton Rd.
Building B1
O�sville 18942
610-847-8476

Jan Winheld
272 N. York Rd.
Warminster 18974
215-443-9020
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