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Hello to My Fellow Farm Bureau Members,
�s I write this, I will be star�ng another year as your president. I would like to thank the board members for their
trust in me to lead the county in farm ma�ers.
�e will soon be a�ending the Pennsylvania State �nnual Mee�ng virtually to discuss and vote on resolu�ons. �lso
this year, the state is proposing several changes to their bylaws that we will be vo�ng and discussing on at the annual
mee�ng. Some of these bylaws, if you have been reading the �ountry Focus, you will know of some of these bylaw
changes that are being proposed. I and my fellow delegates will be very involved in the debate over these bylaw
changes at the �nnual Mee�ng.

The year 2020 has been an unprecedented year and there’s been good and bad in the year of the pandemic. The
farmers s�ll had to keep farming. �s we go into the fall and winter, just remember that whatever happens around
us, farming s�ll keeps going. �s the holiday season approaches, I wish you and your families safety and health.
Thank you and just remember that if you ever have a concern in Farm Bureau, please do not hesitate to contact me
or one of the Farm Bureau board members to bring your issue forward, so that we may help you in any way we can.
Thank you and Happy Holiday!
Sincerely,

President
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BUCKS COUNTY FARM BUREAU BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mark Scheetz, President
Don Buckman, Vice President
Dolly Rutherford, Secretary/Treasurer
Dr. James Diamond, Gov. Rela�ons
Tom Haldeman
Jeﬀrey Heacock
�enneth Hers�ne
Jessica Moyer
Joshua Rice
Joel Roney
Beth Snyder
Michael S�tzinger
Bruce Weikel
Glenn Wismer

215-723-4904
267-718-0313
267-566-2123
610-847-0867
215-795-0627
215-453-1195
215-795-2385
267-221-9128
215-738-6927
610-847-5702
215-485-7203
215-348-1914
215-257-1962
215-766-0675

ﬁvemfarm@verizon.net
donbuckman81@yahoo.com
orruth91@yahoo.com
janbdiamond@fron�ernet.net
susanhaldeman3530@comcast.net
jdjeth@verizon.net
kshers�ne@verizon.net
oreosspot@yahoo.com
overlookhillfarm@hotmail.com
traugersmarket@aol.com
bethjonczyk@comcast.net
bs�tz@gmail.com
bruceweikel@gmail.com
wisglen1@verizon.net

�en & Sandy Hers�ne, Membership Chairs
215-795-2385
kshers�ne@verizon.net
Glenda Wismer, Women’s Commi�ee Chair 215-766-0675
pamperedchefglenda@gmail.com
Dolly Rutherford, �ewsle�er �ditor
267-566-2123
orruth91@yahoo.com
The Bucks County Farm Bureau meets the 4th Wednesday of the month @ 7:30 p.m.
Plumsteadville Grange, #1738, Route 611, Plumsteadville

FARM-tas�c Book Program�2021 Book: What’s In The Garden $10.00

Past books are also available. Contact Glenda Wismer 215-766-0675 or pamperedchefglenda@gmail.com

Mobile Ag On the Go Teacher (Part Time)

Mobile Ag on the Go Teacher: Conduct promo�ons & Administra�ve mee�ngs with schools prior to “Ag
on the Go” visits. Conduct instruc�on of “Ag on the Go” program according to established lesson plans &
procedures. Mobile Ag Ed Science Lab Teacher: Conduct instruc�on of mobile Ag �d Science �ab program
according to established lesson plans & procedures.
Please mail le�ers of introduc�on � resumes to:
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, Personnel
PO Box 8736, Camp Hill, PA 17001-8736 or as an email a�achment

Jerry Harris Young Ag Professionals Grant-2021

Applicants must be between ages 20-30, a Bucks County resident, and be ac�vely involved in produc�on
agriculture. Applicant and/or family must be members in good standing of the Bucks County Farm Bureau
and be commi�ed to a career in produc�on agriculture. Applicants may receive up to two grants of
$2500.00, but not in succeeding years. Preference will be given to ﬁrst �me applicants. Applicants must
be present to receive their grant at the Bucks County Annual Mee�ng in September. This grant is
non-renewable. Please contact Mark Scheetz at 215-723-4904 or ﬁvemfarm@verizon.net or
Don Buckman at 267-718-0313 or donbuckman81@yahoo.com to request an applica�on.

Young Ag Professionals

Farm Bureau has changed the name “Young Farmer and Rancher” to “Young Ag Professionals” to be more
inclusive of ag based people, through career or other ways, that may not live or operate a farm or ranch.
We are looking for a District Representa�ve to serve on the state commi�ee.
�f you are interested in the posi�on, please contact Don Buckman at donbuckman81@yahoo.com or
267-718-0313.
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2020 Jerry Harris Memorial Grant Recipients

Mark Scheetz, Janel Beer

Mark Scheetz, Mason Scheetz

�ook for ar�cle about recipients in next newsle�er.

WaWa �2��00 Gi� Card Give Away
Morgan Cowperthwaite - Bedminster Twp
Susan Visco - Middletown Twp
William McNaney - New Britain Twp
Michael Fournier - Warrington Twp
Glenn Wismer - Bedminster Twp
Thank you everyone for your prompt renewals!

�n the last newsle�er, an ar�cle regarding the Tree of Heaven omi�ed
the following:
Tree of heaven is a preferred host plant for spo�ed lanternﬂy, a highly destruc�ve, invasive insect,
accidentally introduced from �sia. The spo�ed lanternﬂy was ﬁrst documented in
Berks County, Pennsylvania in 2014, and has now spread across most of southeastern PA.
To learn more about controlling tree-of-heaven, visit Penn State Extension's website.
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Winterberry Christmas Tree Farm
95 Stagecoach Rd., Tinicum Township, Pipersville
Nestled between Stagecoach & Dark Hollow Roads
(approximately 1 mile E of Route 32).
Harry & Joni Bohlman
wctreefarm@gmail.com (email)
winterberrytreefarm.com (website)

Open Nov. 27, 28, 29 and all Thursdays, Fridays, &
Weekends from Dec. 3 through Dec. 20—10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday by appointment only.
Douglas Fir, Frazier Fir, & Concolor Fir trees overlook our picturesque farm. Take pleasure in the serenity of
our farm and the simplicity of a family holiday experience.

YOU CHOOSE-WE CUT
Baling is free of charge. Payment Op�ons: Cash
COVID-19 GUIDELINES WILL BE IMPLEMENTED! MASKS WILL BE REQUIRED WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING
REQUIRED! For addi�onal informa�on on our guidelines, please refer to the CO�ID-19 informa�on on the
website Tree Farm Experience page.
Member Benefit Spotlight

Earn Cash Back on Energy Bills with NRG Beneﬁt
As a Pennsylvania Farm Bureau member, you could be earning cash back on your home and farm energy
bills.
As the preferred energy supplier of the PFB, NRG Home can help members earn cash back just by paying
their home or business electric and natural gas bills. You’ll earn cash back while s�ll receiving the same delivery service from your local u�lity company.
If you enroll now, you’ll receive not only 5 percent cash back on the supply por�on of your energy bill but
also a �50 sign-on bonus a�er two months as an NRG Home customer.
Members have the choice of a variable pricing plan, with three months of an introductory supply price and
a variable price therea�er, or price security with a 12-month ﬁxed pricing plan.
Plus, NRG oﬀers other perks, including a weekly analysis of your energy usage and informa�on on energysaving �ps.
To receive the variable pricing oﬀer, call 1.855.500.8703 and men�on oﬀer code PFB-7433-024.
To receive the ﬁxed pricing oﬀer, call 1.855.500.8703 and men�on oﬀer code PFB-7555-024.
�earn more about this beneﬁt and others by visi�ng www.��.com�membershi��beneﬁts or calling PFB’s
Member Rela�ons Division at 717.761.2740.
4

Published by the �overnment A�airs and Communica�ons Division

New Round of COVID-19 Aid for Farmers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced a second round of its Coronavirus Food Assistance Program,
which provides direct payments to farmers to help with losses suﬀered due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The agency is accep�ng applica�ons for the $14 billion “CFAP 2” program through Dec. 11.
Farm Bureau had advocated for an addi�onal round of payments, no�ng that farmers have con�nued to face
challenges due to the market vola�lity of the pandemic and many aﬀected producers were not eligible for the ﬁrst
round of payments.
Eligibility requirements are similar to the ﬁrst CFAP program. Payments are limited to $�50,000 per person or en�ty,
with excep�ons for partnerships and corpora�ons where all members are ac�vely involved. There is an Ad�usted
Gross Income limit of $900,000, except for producers who make at least 75 percent their income from farming,
ranching or forestry-related ac�vi�es. And applicants must meet conserva�on compliance provisions.
Several commodi�es that were not eligible for the ﬁrst CFAP program will now be eligible, including broilers, more
types of eggs, turkey and other specialty livestock, addi�onal fruit and vegetable crops, honey, maple sap, and more.
The following commodi�es are eligible for the CFAP � program�
Row crops: alfalfa, amaranth grain, barley, buckwheat, canola, corn, Extra �ong Staple co�on, upland co�on, crambe,
einkorn, emmer, ﬂax, guar, hemp, industrial rice, kenaf, khorasan, millet, mustard, oats, peanuts, quinoa,

rapeseed, rice, sweet rice, wild rice, rye, saﬄower, sesame, sorghum, soybeans, speltz, sugar beets,
sugarcane, sunﬂowers, teﬀ, tri�cale, and all classes of wheat.

Dairy: Cow and goat milk are both eligible.
Broilers and eggs
Livestock: beef ca�le, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep.
Specialty crops: More than �30 fruit, vegetable, hor�culture and tree nut crops as well as honey, maple sap
and indigo.
Wool
Specialty livestock: alpacas, bison, buﬀalo, beefalo, deer, ducks, elk, emus, geese, goats, guinea pigs, llamas,
mink (including pelts), mohair, ostrich, pheasants, quail, rabbits, reindeer, and turkey.
Floriculture and nursery crops
Aquaculture
Tobacco
For more detailed informa�on, including payment rates, visit www.farmers.gov/cfap.
Apply online or through your USDA Service Center. You can also contact USDA at 877.508.8364. If you applied for the
ﬁrst CFAP program, the applica�on process will be easier for the second round because USDA likely has many of your
documents already on ﬁle.
Visit www.farmers.gov/cfap for addi�onal informa�on.
Farm Bureau Pushes for Commonsense Protec�on for Agritourism
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau made an all out push in September to urge the General Assembly to adopt legisla�on
limi�ng civil liability for agritourism before the �019-�0�0 session ends and progress on outstanding bills resets.
PFB hosted a news conference at Paulus Mt. Airy Orchards in York County to voice support for House Bill 1348, which
would grant farms that oﬀer agritourism ac�vi�es reasonable protec�on from lawsuits that arise from circumstances
beyond their control. The measure has been a long�me legisla�ve priority for PFB.
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As of the start of October, the bill was awai�ng a vote by the state House.
“Agritourism is a win-win for farmers who want to diversify their businesses and for community members who want
to connect with local farms through fun ac�vi�es,” PFB President Rick Ebert said. “But the threat of frivolous lawsuits
is a signi�cant barrier for farmers who want to begin or con�nue invi�ng the public onto their farms. Farms are natural
environments and despite farmers’ best eﬀorts to ensure guest safety, it is impossible to eliminate every hazard.
House Bill 1348 would give reasonable protec�on and peace of mind to farmers who are oﬀering agritourism in a
safe manner.”
Ebert was joined at the news conference by state Rep. Barb Gleim, the prime sponsor of House Bill 1348; state
Rep. Danilo Burgos, a co-sponsor of the bill; and Karen Paulus, who owns and operates the orchard and agritourism
venture along with her husband, Dan.

To receive the protec�ons oﬀered by House Bill 1348, farms would have to warn visitors of poten�al risks by either
having them sign a waiver or prin�ng a disclaimer on a �cket or other material that’s given to visitors. The measure
would not give farms a free pass from ensuring guest safety and farms could s�ll be held accountable if they fail to �x
or warn patrons of obvious and dangerous safety risks.
Paulus explained that there are certain risks that visitors need to be careful of when coming onto a farm. For example,
vines in a pumpkin patch could be a poten�al tripping hazard and apples on the ground in the orchard may a�ract
wasps.
“We do everything we can to keep you happy and safe,” Paulus said. “But there are certain things that we can’t control. There are
inherent risks with coming onto our property… If we do something that is negligent, then we absolutely should be held

responsible for that. We’re just looking for protec�on in cases where there is an incident completely out of our
control.”

As the public grows more and more interested in local food and connec�ng with agriculture, more Pennsylvania
farmers have turned to agritourism to diversify and tap into another source of income that is not dependent on
markets and commodity prices.
“It is evident, as the farming industry struggles to recover from the economic rami�ca�ons of a statewide shutdown,
state and federal regula�ons, and mother nature itself, diversi�ca�on through agritourism ac�vi�es keeps farmers
aﬂoat,” Rep. Gleim said. “House Bill 1348 provides commonsense liability protec�ons from frivolous lawsuits, which
allow the farming industry to con�nue what is already an integral part of Pennsylvania agriculture� interac�ng directly
with consumers and the public in a safe way.”
“This legisla�on will allow our farmers to increase their incomes and provide for their families,” Rep. Burgos said.
Once approved by the House, the bill would need to be passed by the Senate and signed by Gov. Tom Wolf to become
law this session.
����� �������� �������� ��������� ����
A Farm Bureau-supported bill that would help expand broadband access in rural Pennsylvania is on its way to being
considered by the state House of Representa�ves.
The House Consumer Aﬀairs Commi�ee recently advanced Senate Bill 835. The bill, which cleared the state Senate last
month, now heads to the full House for considera�on. The House passed a similar bill earlier this year.
The legisla�on—introduced by Sen. Wayne �angerholc of Cambria County—would create a special account for grants
to develop broadband service in underserved areas. The grants, which would be overseen by the Commonwealth
Financing Authority, would be funded by shi�ing an exis�ng �5 million tax credit.
Expanding broadband access is among Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s chief legisla�ve priori�es. While high-speed
internet is becoming more and more essen�al to agriculture, business and daily life—a reality underscored by the
CO�ID-1� pandemic—many rural communi�es lack ade�uate access.
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Senate Commi�ee Advances Bill to �m�rove �rans�arency of �ver��rder Premium
A bill that would allow the Pennsylvania Milk Marke�ng Board to coordinate with the state Department of Revenue
on collec�on of milk premiums paid by consumers is on track to be considered by the state Senate.
House Bill 1224, sponsored by Rep. John Lawrence of Chester County, was advanced by the Senate Agriculture and
Rural A�airs Commi�ee recently and can now be considered by the full chamber. The House passed the legisla�on
last year.
PFB supports the measure and believes it would help all dairy farmers share in the beneﬁts of premiums paid by
consumers and increase transparency into how those premiums are distributed. The over-order premium is mandated
by the PMMB and paid on milk produced, processed and sold en�rely within Pennsylvania.
The proposed change is also one of the recommenda�ons made by the Dairy Future Commission in its recent report
on bolstering the state's dairy sector.
MAV Width Bill Advances in House
The state House Transporta�on Commi�ee has given its approval to a Farm Bureau-supported bill that would change
the state’s vehicle code regarding the width of mul�purpose agricultural vehicles (MAVs), commonly known as ATVs
or side-by-sides.
The Senate Bill 995, sponsored by Sen. Dan Laughlin of Erie County, now heads to the full House for considera�on.
The Senate already passed the bill.
Currently, the state vehicle code requires that MAVs be no wider than 62 inches; however, newer models of
side-by-sides are o�en up to 66 inches wide. Senate Bill 995, would change the vehicle code deﬁni�on of an MAV to
include vehicles up to 66 inches wide.
Farmers are allowed to operate MAVs in a limited capacity on roadways as part of their farming opera�ons.
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau wanted to make sure that farmers who had newer models of MAVs would s�ll be able to
legally move those vehicles on the road.
Bill Would Create Locally Focused Conserva�on Program
Legisla�on that Pennsylvania Farm Bureau helped develop to make it easier for farmers and local conserva�on
oﬃcials to partner on conserva�on projects that improve water quality has been introduced in the state Senate.
Senate Bill 1272, introduced by Sen. Gene Yaw of Lycoming County, has been referred to the Senate Agriculture and
Rural A�airs Commi�ee.
The bill would create an Agricultural Conserva�on Assistance Program administered by the State Conserva�on
Commission that would provide funding to county conserva�on districts across the state to partner with local farmers
to implement conserva�on prac�ces. Conserva�on districts would determine what types of projects should be
priori��ed to make the greatest improvements to water quality, allowing the program to be tailored for each county
to meet local needs.
Funding would be distributed based on a formula. Coun�es with the most need for investments in conserva�on—
such as those working to meet federally mandated goals for reducing nutrient and sediment pollu�on in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed—would receive the most funding. But the program would provide funding to
conserva�on districts throughout the state.

PFB Advocates for Allowing Community Solar Projects
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau is asking the General Assembly to enact legisla�on that would promote development of
solar energy by allowing mul�ple people to share in the costs and the beneﬁts of solar installa�ons.
�n recent wri�en comments to the state House Consumer A�airs Commi�ee, PFB urged lawmakers to remove barriers
to so-called “community solar” projects, which allow mul�ple par�es to partner on solar energy. PFB noted that many
farms are already engaged in solar energy and see the beneﬁts of a home-grown energy source that is compa�ble
with farming ac�vi�es and does not involve permanent development of farmland.
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“Installing solar power can be expensive and not every farm can a�ord the capital expenditure of pu�ng panels on
their roofs,” PFB wrote. “That is why we are suppor�ve of ini�a�ves like community solar development, that can
spread the cost and ownership of a solar energy system between mul�ple people.
PFB supports House Bill 531, which would remove policy barriers currently preven�ng community solar energy
projects in Pennsylvania.
“Community solar will give farm families and others the chance to partner together on a solar project,” PFB wrote.
“Each will receive the beneﬁt of credits on their electricity bills while also sharing the costs of installing a project.”
Farm Bureau Task Force Examines Re�orms �o �a�le �arke�s
A panel organi�ed by American Farm Bureau Federa�on has issued a report examining policies that could poten�ally
provide greater stability in ca�le markets.
The working group, made up of 10 state Farm Bureau presidents, was formed earlier this year, in the wake of major
market disrup�ons caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and a ﬁre at a beef-packing plant in �ansas. During that �me,
retail beef prices skyrocketed while farmers saw a decrease in the prices they were paid for their ca�le.
The report is intended to serve as a guide to help Farm Bureau members develop policy related to ca�le markets
through Farm Bureau's grassroots policy development process.
Read the report at h�ps���www.�.org�ﬁles�AFBF�Ca�le��arket�Working��roup�Final�Report.pdf.
�e� �onser�a�on �ompliance Rule Falls �hor� o� �eeded �hanges
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s new Highly Erodible �and and Wetland Conserva�on ﬁnal rule does not make
the changes Farm Bureau has advocated for to provide clear guidance to farmers and prevent unfair treatment and
abuse of farmers by federal agencies.
The regula�on, more commonly referred to as the conserva�on compliance rule, sets criteria that farmers who own
or farm land that is highly erodible or considered a wetland must abide by in order to par�cipate in Farm Service
Agency or Natural Resources Conserva�on Service programs. Farm Bureau has advocated for greater transparency
and safeguards for farmers following the revela�on of widespread abuse of farmers and unfair enforcement by
NRCS.
“A�er decades without a ﬁnali�ed rule in this area, we ﬁnally have one, but unfortunately it falls short,” American
Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall said. “Farmers and ranchers are some of the strongest advocates of
conserva�on, as demonstrated by the 1�0 million acres they’ve voluntarily commi�ed to federal conserva�on
programs. That’s not what this is about. This is about unfair treatment, which we’ve clearly laid out for USDA in
previous comments and many mee�ngs, backed by court rulings.”
Farm Bureau is examining op�ons to address the rule’s shortcomings.
Federal Funding Bill Replenishes Farm Program Funding
A recently adopted federal spending bill replenishes funding for farm safety net and support programs that help
farms remain in opera�on through disasters and �mes of crisis.
Congress recently passed and President Donald Trump signed a measure to con�nue funding the federal government
that included a provision reimbursing the Commodity Credit Corpora�on, the federal government’s primary funding
mechanism for many farm bill programs. Without the reimbursement, USDA may not have had enough funds to
make farm program payments.
“For years, funding the CCC has been a bipar�san commitment,” American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall said.
“While we were disappointed it recently became a poli�cal �ashpoint, we are pleased lawmakers on both sides of
the aisle recogni�e that these funds help to sustain conserva�on programs and stock America’s pantry. I would be
remiss if I did not also thank the Farm Bureau members across the country who let their elected leaders know how
important the farm safety net is to the future of U.S. agriculture. We are grateful farmers’ voices were heard.”
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Golfers �ee �p to Support Agriculture Literacy� �duca�on
Golfers hit the links to raise $45,500 for programs to help the public be�er understand agriculture during the
28th Annual Richard Prether Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture Golf Classic in Hershey.
Since 1993, the annual fundraiser has generated more than $960,000 for the Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture
Founda�on, a charitable organiza�on supported by PFB that administers agriculture literacy and outreach programs
such as the Mobile Ag Ed Science Lab program, Ag on the Go, Ag Literacy Week and Educator’s Ag Ins�tute. This year,
92 golfers par�cipated.
“Money raised from this golf tournament helps the founda�on give the public�and especially the next genera�on�
factual informa�on about how food is produced,” said PFB President Rick Ebert, who serves as founda�on chairman.
“Thank you to all the sponsors and golfers for suppor�ng the founda�on’s eﬀorts.”
This year, golfers were joined by Rachel Rohanna, a PFB member and LPGA pro golfer, who challenged a�endees to a
“Beat the Pro” contest fundraiser. Rohanna, a Symetra Tour member and the 2017 Symetra Tour champion, operates
a beef farm with her family in Greene County.
Finalists Named for Leopold Award
Three ﬁnalists have been selected for the 2020 Pennsylvania Leopold Conserva�on Award.
Given in honor of renowned conserva�onist Aldo Leopold, the pres�gious award recognizes farmers, ranchers and
forest landowners who inspire others with their dedica�on to land, water and wildlife habitat resources in their care.
In Pennsylvania, the $10,000 award is presented annually by Sand County Founda�on, American Farmland Trust, The
Heinz Endowments, and Pennsylvania Farm Bureau. The ﬁnalists are:
Brubaker Farms of Lancaster County: Mike, Tony and Josh Brubaker’s farm is home to 1,300 milking cows and
52,000 broiler chickens. By implemen�ng cover crops and no-�ll prac�ces across their 1,800 acres they have
protected water quality and enhanced wildlife habitat. Their conserva�on eﬀorts have improved a waterway
into becoming a highly produc�ve trout stream. A methane digester converts manure into electricity for the
farm and 325 area homes. A dragline manure applica�on system supplies soil with fer�lizer while reducing soil
compac�on.
Glen Cauﬀman of Perry County: Cauﬀman grows corn, soybeans and alfalfa hay on a 190-acre farm with diverse
topography and soils. A herd of 300 Angora goats produce luxury yarn for the fashion industry. �o-�ll prac�ces have been u�lized since 1984 to prevent erosion, enhance water inﬁltra�on and improve soil health. Cover
crops and crop rota�on provide ecosystem diversity. Wetlands were created to provide wildlife and bird habitat. Cauﬀman previously served as manager of Penn State University’s farm opera�on facili�es.
Slate Ridge Dairy Farm of Franklin County: Dairy farmer Ben Peckman has used cover crops to improve the soil’s
ability to inﬁltrate and hold water. Grants and cost-share programs from conserva�on stakeholders have allowed him to install pollinator plots, solar panels, manure storage facili�es, a silage leachate collec�on system,
and a methane digester on a mid-sized dairy. In addi�on to demonstra�ng how to plant corn into living cover
crops, he partnered with Penn State Extension to study how grazing cover crops impacts soil health.
All three are Farm Bureau members. The award will be presented virtually during this winter’s PFB’s Virtual Annual
Mee�ng and the virtual Pennsylvania Farm Show.
“Glen Cauﬀman, Ben Peckman, and the Brubaker family exemplify the conserva�on ethic of Pennsylvania agriculture,”
PFB President Rick Ebert said. “Farmers embrace conserva�on because we know that healthy land and natural resources are our partners in producing quality food, fuel and ﬁber. We want our farms to remain produc�ve for genera�ons to come. These three ﬁnalists are receiving well-deserved recogni�on for their innova�ve approaches to improving soil health, protec�ng water quality, preserving natural habitats and genera�ng clean energy.”
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Free Technical Assistance Available for Energy Projects
Farmers and other rural, small businesses can receive no-cost technical assistance to iden�fy and assess renewable
energy alterna�ves that can lead to cost-saving energy alterna�ves through a program at Northampton Community
College.
The school’s Emerging Technology Applica�ons Center received a two-year grant from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to par�cipate in the Rural Energy for America Program. Funding through this program will help provide
technical assistance to eligible par�cipants throughout Pennsylvania.
For more informa�on and a determina�on of eligibility, contact cyoung@northampton.edu.
Dedicated Farm Bureau Leader Passes Away

David Snook, a member of PFB’s State Board of Directors and long�me advocate for Farm Bureau and agriculture,
passed away in late August. He was 62.
Snook operated a 60-acre dairy and crop farm in Loganton, Clinton County and also ran a dairy supply business. He
has been a Clinton County Farm Bureau board member since 1994 and was serving as county president at the �me
of his death. He was elected to PFB’s State Board of Directors in 2016 and also served on numerous state and county
commi�ees.
Snook enjoyed educa�ng other farmers about the beneﬁts of Farm Bureau’s advocacy. As county environmental
coordinator, he volunteered to help other farmers improve their conserva�on e�ort, including helping farmers in the
plain sect community write conserva�on plans for their farms. Snook also served as a 4-H leader and was a leader in
his local watershed associa�on and county extension council.
Farm Bureau expresses its condolences to the Snook family.
Register Now for Ag Literacy Week
The Pennsylvania Friends of Agriculture Founda�on is looking for volunteer readers to help connect students to
agriculture and where their food comes from.
Plan now to join us for the 5th Annual Pennsylvania Ag Literacy Week March 15-19, 2021. Volunteers will read this
year’s book, “Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish – Tales of a Dairy Godmother,” to classrooms across the state. For 2021,
we are planning for Ag Literacy Week to be held either in-person or virtually as circumstances require.
Volunteer readers are asked to make a �10 dona�on for a book to be read and given to the classroom.

To get involved:
1. Contact your local school to request to read to a kindergarten through second-grade classroom.
2. Collect classroom informa�on �school, teacher name, teacher email, grade, number of students).
3. Register online by Dec. 15, 2020.
Learn more and register at www.p�.com�aglitearcy.
�ues�ons�
Email alw@p�.com.
Nominate Outstanding Ag Educators for 2020-21 Golden Owl Award
Do you know an outstanding agriculture educator? Nominate them now for the Golden Owl Award.
The awards program is presented by Na�onwide to recognize excep�onal agricultural teachers and provide ﬁnancial
support for their educa�on programs. Na�onwide presents the award in ﬁve states, including Pennsylvania, where it
is awarded in coopera�on with Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and Pennsylvania FFA.
The award was presented in Pennsylvania for the ﬁrst �me this year to Mark Anderson, agriculture teacher at
Elizabethtown High School in Lancaster County.
Nomina�ons for the 2020-21 award are open now through Dec. 31.
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Four ﬁnalists will receive $500 each for their programs and an overall winner will receive the Golden Owl Award
trophy and $3,000 to help bring new educa�onal opportuni�es to their program.
For more informa�on and to nominate an outstanding agriculture educator, visit
www.na�onwide.com/golden�owl�award/pennsylvania.
Reminder: Apply Now for REAP Credits
Applica�ons are now open for one of Pennsylvania’s signature conserva�on programs, which oﬀers tax credits to
agricultural producers who implement on-farm conserva�on prac�ces.
The Resource Enhancement and Protec�on Program �be�er known as REAP) is funded at $10 million dollars this
year. Farmers can apply for REAP tax credits to cover 50 to 75 percent of the costs of implemen�ng conserva�on
prac�ces or purchasing related equipment. �n high-priority areas, such as the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, credits
covering up to 90 percent of costs are available for certain targeted prac�ces, such as 50-foot, forested riparian
buﬀers and measures to exclude livestock from streams.
Common REAP projects include no-�ll plan�ng and precision ag equipment, waste storage facili�es, conserva�on
plans, Nutrient Management Plans, cover crops, riparian buﬀers and barnyards runoﬀ controls. Credits can be used
in conjunc�on with other funding sources and applica�ons are accepted on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis.
Learn more about the program and how to apply at h�ps:��bit.ly�30h�rEc.
Help Tell USDA How to Improve Farmer Experience
The U.S. Department of Agriculture wants to know how its agencies can be�er serve farmers.

The department will conduct an annual survey of farmers to understand what the Farm Service Agency, Natural
Resources Conserva�on Service, and Risk Management Agency are doing well and where they can improve.
The survey includes �0 ques�ons and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. Responses are conﬁden�al, and
individual responses will be aggregated.
Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.
Grants Availa�le for Farm Conserva�on Pro�ects
Funding is available through the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protec�on’s Small Business Advantage
Grant program to help farmers purchase energy eﬃcient or pollu�on preven�on equipment, or adopt waste
reduc�on processes.
The program provides 50 percent matching grants, up to a maximum of $7,000.
�n addi�on to projects that decrease energy usage, the grants can be used on best management prac�ces that
improve water quality. Examples of eligible projects include, but are not limited to: riparian buﬀer plan�ngs,
streamside exclusionary fencing, barnyard runoﬀ controls, energy eﬃcient ligh�ng, high eﬃciency hea�ng and
cooling equipment, geothermal heat pumps, energy eﬃcient refrigera�on, process equipment upgrades, waste
recycling systems, solvent recovery systems, and agricultural solar pumps.
Learn more at ��ps://�it.ly/�����c�.

ADVERTISING CORNER
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AD�ERTISING CORNER-con�nue�

————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bucks County Farm Bureau is collec�ng so�a � sou� can tabs for chari�es �Farmers Care Day�. �ou can
give them to a Boar� member or �ro� o� at a Boar� mee�ng or bring them to any Farm Bureau event.
Thanks you!

GROWMARK FS, LLC
ESMOND B. CROOKE, CCA
LOCATION MANAGER
GROWMARK FS, LLC

CELL: 267-446-3013

60 Lehigh Ave.

OFFICE: 908-479-4500

Bloomsbury, NJ 08804

FAX: 908-479-1411

www.growmarkfs.com
EMAIL: ecrooke@growmarkfs.com

Growing �our E��ecta�ons
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AD�ERTISING CORNER-con�nued

Windybush Hay Farms LLC
Nathan Crooke
267-446-5518
108 Irish Meetinghouse Rd.
Perkasie, PA 18944
Hay—Mulch Products—Trucking—Seed
Farm Office 215-766-2865 or 215-353-7438

“DRINK MILK” YARD SIGNS
Free
Contact Bruce Weikel 215-257-1962
License Plates $5.00 Contact Mark Scheetz 215-723-4904

DRINK MILK YARD SIGNS FREE- CONTACT BRUCE WEIKEL 215-257-1962
Want to ad�er�se� Please send your business card to Dolly Rutherford orruth91@yahoo.com or
67 Sherman Rd� O�s�ille PA 1�942
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NATIONWIDE
BUCKS COUNTY
AGENCIES
James Bodnar
4 Terry Dr.
Suite 19
Newtown 18940
215-968-0116
Ryan Crookham
164 Lincoln Hwy.
Suite 205
Fairless Hills 19030
215-788-3100

William Dirugeris
4201 Neshaminy Blvd.
Suite 111
Bensalem 19020
215-752-4401
Robert Flounders
2307 Bristol Pike
Bensalem 19020
215-638-1525
Kevin Halpin
308 N. Main St.
Suite 600
Chalfont 18914
215-997-1834
John Holroyd
1516 W. Street Rd.
Warminster 18974
215-672-3400
Brooke Leidtke
brooke@cornerstone.insure
215-721-2000

Patrick Kenney
607F Louis Dr.
Warminster 18974
215-444-9350
Paul Kowalewski
2809 Bristol Pike
Bensalem 19020
215-639-8788
Aaron Landis
570 S. West End Blvd.
Quakertown 18951
215-536-5111

Jordan Rosen
8919 New Falls Rd.
Suite 9
Levi�own 19054
215-547-1221
Michael Savio
1 Market Place
New Hope 18938
215-862-2025
Michael Sheehan
204 Poplar Rd.
Chalfont 18914
215-997-9304

Jeﬀrey Landis
1456 Ferry Rd.
Suite 701
Doylestown 18901
215-345-4665

Steven Tamburri
1241 W. Broad St.
Quakertown 18951
215-536-3090

Thomas Orrino
970 Second Street Pike
Richboro 18954
215-710-0660

Donald Ward
1870 Veterans Highway
Levi�own 19056
215-757-7979

Stanley Prajzner
401 Lakeside Dr.
Southampton 18966
215-364-9440

Paul Wehner
528 S. Oxford Valley Rd.
Fairless Hills 19030
215-945-6670

Chris�an Re�ce
8330 Easton Rd.
Building B1
O�sville 18942
610-847-8476

Jan Winheld
272 N. York Rd.
Warminster 18974
215-443-9020
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