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The Adams County Farm Bureau Spring Meeting is slated for Sunday,
May 23, 2021. It will be held at the Oakside Community Park, Pavilion
#3 starting at 1:00 pm. This pavilion is different from the one we
usually use. It is close to the pond. The meal will be catered by the
ACFB Board; cost will be $15.00 per person.
Contact secretary, Deb Stock if you plan to go by May 10, 2021. Pay
when you get there.
Updated by-laws will be presented and voted on at that time. Also
information and discussion pertaining to WHIP.
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The coloring contest is quickly coming to an end. If your child or
grandchild would like to participate in the coloring contest for children
4-6,3-D contest for children 7-12, and video contest for ages 13-18.
Deadline is May 14, 2021. Visit www.pfb.com/safetycontests for rules
and more information. Contest entries can be sent to Debra Stock at
359 Brickcrafter Rd., New Oxford, PA. 17350.
Do you know a college student or a high school senior pursuing a
degree in an agricultural related field? ACFB will be sponsoring one
$1000.00 scholarship this year. There are also two scholarships
offered by PFB..To check out the ACFB scholarship, visit
www.pfb/adamscounty and to check out the other scholarships, visit
www.PFB/education. For more information or questions, contact
secretary Debra Stock at edstock1005@gmail.com, 717-624-2592, or
717-476-5921.
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Due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus, the Adams County Farm Bureau Board
has not been able to meet at the Ag Center. Because of this, they have been
meeting at various members homes to conduct business. If you wish to
attend a meeting, please contact secretary Deb Stock at
edstock1005@gmail.com and she will send you an invite to the next meeting
and where it will be attended.

Calendar of Events
Looking for a few good policies
April
1- Maundy Thursday
2- Good Friday
4- Easter
8- Board Meeting
18-23 – Rural Road Safety
Week
May
6- PSU Trustee Election
6- Board Meeting
9- Mother’s Day

One of Farm Bureau’s main activities is policy development. Members
who have ag-related issues on their own farms or in their communities
present ideas for policy development.
While policies are not laws, they’re supported by either our state Farm
Bureau in Harrisburg or at the national level by American Farm Bureau
Federation in Washington, D.C.
Policies address topics ranging from wetland management and rightof-way management to wild game management and animal health.
Please think of any issues that might be addressed by a Farm Bureau
policy, contact Sally Scholle @ 717-359-9472
We are close to making membership and gaining our 4th delegate
back. If you or you know someone who has not renewed their
membership, please do so now. Do you know someone that is not a
member but could be? Ask them to join ACFB.
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18- Primary Election
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From the State

31- Memorial Day
June
3- Board Meeting
14- Flag Day
20- Father’s Day
7-30- Educator’s Ag
Institute
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Budget Proposal Would Maintain Funding for Key Agriculture Programs
Gov. Tom Wolf’s 2021-2022 state budget proposal would largely maintain
funding for key agriculture programs, setting a good starting point for
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau to advocate for greater investment in agriculture.
The spending plan would maintain existing funding levels for several key
programs, including Penn State University’s agricultural research and
Cooperative Extension services and University of Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine’s food safety and animal welfare programs. The
Department of Agriculture’s General Government Operations, which provides
funding for jobs and services that support Pennsylvania agriculture, would
receive a $1.3 million—or 4 percent—boost. Meanwhile, funding would be cut
from some programs.
“We are pleased that the governor’s budget proposal recognizes the
importance of supporting Pennsylvania’s number one industry by maintaining
funding for several key agriculture programs,” PFB President Rick Ebert said.
“We believe this plan will serve as a good starting point as we advocate for
more investments to help farm families innovate to grow their businesses and
rural Pennsylvania’s economy. The COVID-19 pandemic sparked the public’s
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interest in buying local food and underscored the critical role that farmers play
in ensuring that our commonwealth has an abundant and accessible food
supply. We will continue to highlight opportunities for Pennsylvania to benefit
by restoring proposed funding cuts and moving beyond the status quo to
invest more in farmers’ success.”
The plan also calls for increasing funding for the Pennsylvania Agricultural
Surplus System, which assists with getting excess food from Pennsylvania
farms and food processors into the charitable food system. The program was
boosted last year by federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act funding and proved instrumental in helping both farmers and
families in need during the pandemic.
The governor’s plan would zero out funding for several agriculture line items,
including programs related to agricultural research; agricultural promotion,
education, and exports; hardwoods research and promotion; livestock and
consumer health protection; animal health and diagnostics; and food
marketing and research. PFB plans to work with members of the General
Assembly to restore funding in those areas.

Farm Groups, State Agencies Call for More Specifics in Proposed Conowingo
WIP
Five Pennsylvania agricultural organizations, including Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau, are urging the Chesapeake Bay Partnership to include more
specifics in its proposal for curbing nutrient pollution that enters the bay via
the Conowingo Dam.
Specifically, the groups’ joint comments on the proposed Conowingo
Watershed Implementation Plan (or C-WIP) call for the plan to be revised to
PFB Health Services
include much more detail on how its pollution reduction goals will be achieved
1-800-522-2375
and how those efforts will be funded. The farm groups also urged the CBP to
involve Pennsylvania farmers and state officials in its planning process since
the proposed plan would put responsibility for achieving its goals almost
Check us out of
entirely to the Keystone State—and the agriculture sector in particular. The
Facebook
groups also warned that finalizing the plan without addressing strategies and
funding could deal a significant setback to efforts already underway in
Pennsylvania to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.
Visit our web page.
“Pennsylvania farmers have been leaders in implementing conservation
practices to reduce nutrient and sediment pollution in the Chesapeake Bay
www.pfb.com/adams
and are continuing to do even more,” PFB President Rick Ebert said. “We
understand even more work is needed to respond to pollution entering the
bay via the Conowingo Dam. But we are concerned that the proposed CNewsletter Editor
WIP’s approach of putting that responsibility almost entirely on Pennsylvania
without clearly identifying how those goals can be reasonably achieved or
Deb Stock
financed will jeopardize our ongoing and future efforts to improve water
359 Brickcrafter Rd
quality. We are urging the C-WIP Steering Committee to revise its proposal
following the principles that have guided Pennsylvania’s planning related to
New Oxford, PA. 7350
the Chesapeake Bay: Establishing clear and realistic strategies, identifying
717-624-2592
funding to achieve goals, and working in partnership with the farmers who will
edstock1005@gmail.com ultimately implement the plan at the ground level.”
Other agricultural organizations, in addition to PFB, that jointly filed the
comments were Pennsylvania Co-operative Potato Growers, Pennsylvania
Corn Growers Association, Pennsylvania State Grange, and Pennsylvania
Vegetable Growers Association.
State agencies—including the Pennsylvania departments of Agriculture,
Environmental Protection, and Conservation and Natural Resources—
expressed similar concerns in separate comments they jointly filed on the CWIP. The state agencies raised particular concerns about funding, the need
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to engage stakeholders—particularly farmers—and the potential for
undermining existing efforts.
“How will new outreach tools and strategies for the Conowingo WIP address
and mitigate potential stakeholder fatigue from multiple Chesapeake Bay
WIPs and from changing targets and goals due to impacts from climate
change or modeling changes?” the state agencies wrote. “To maintain and
expand critical stakeholder engagement and partnership in the development
and implementation of the Conowingo WIP, we believe it will be important to
look for opportunities to reinforce the fact that the work done to date by the
agricultural community has made a difference in cleaning up the Chesapeake
Bay and that we are continuing to move in a positive direction.”
Pennsylvania and other states in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed are on a
federally mandated timeline to reduce nutrient and sediment pollution in the
bay. Pennsylvania is in the process of implementing its Phase 3 Watershed
Implementation Plan (WIP), which details how the state will reach pollutionreduction goals for 2025. Pennsylvania’s plan takes a ground-up approach
with counties in the watershed establishing localized action plans for
implementing farm conservation measures and other practices to meet water
quality goals.
The Conowingo Dam, located near the mouth of the Susquehanna River in
northern Maryland, has historically played a role in trapping nutrients and
sediment before they reach the bay. Calculations used to determine states’
pollution-reduction goals in 2010 took that into account. Research since then
has found that the dam is reaching its capacity to trap pollution. The proposed
C-WIP was developed by a committee of staff from the CBP and partner
states with the intent of planning additional, upstream pollution reductions to
offset the additional nutrients—particularly nitrogen—released by the dam.
The proposed C-WIP calls for 95 percent of its proposed nitrogen load
reductions to come from Pennsylvania, with 90 percent of those reductions
coming from the agricultural sector. Reaching the goals outlined in the plan
would cost an estimated $53.3 million per year, $45.44 million of that related
to implementing additional farm conservation practices.
“With the extensive conservation measures that must be performed and the
significant additional costs that must be incurred in achieving C-WIP’s
envisioned goals, the pervading question to be raised and answered is how
can achievement of these goals be practically accomplished and feasibly
financed,” the farm groups wrote in their joint comments. “Yet the Draft C-WIP
provides essentially no answer to this question.”
The C-WIP Steering Committee did recently issue a draft financing strategy
after opening the draft C-WIP to public comments. PFB is reviewing that
proposal.
The farm organizations also voiced concerns that the proposed C-WIP could
interfere with Pennsylvania’s efforts to improve water quality as part of its
Phase 3 WIP by competing for the same financial and administrative
resources. And they cautioned, effectively moving the goal post for
Pennsylvania without seeking greater public input and buy-in could
undermine the enthusiasm and spirit of cooperation surrounding
Pennsylvania’s ongoing efforts.
“Placing a new layer of performance obligations now on Pennsylvania will
further deflate the will and confidence of Pennsylvania officials and
stakeholders to more proactively pursue and implement the Commonwealth’s
Phase 3 WIP,” the groups wrote. “We…believe that a ‘final’ release of the CWIP in its current or similar form at this time would be a serious blow to the
momentum in spirit and personal commitment among Pennsylvanians to
materially improve water quality in Pennsylvania’s Chesapeake Bay
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Watershed.”
Vilsack Confirmed as USDA Secretary
Tom Vilsack has officially taken the helm at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
The U.S. Senate recently confirmed President Joe Biden’s nomination of
Vilsack as USDA secretary, allowing Vilsack to resume the post he held from
2009 through 2016. A Pittsburgh native, Vilsack was governor of Iowa before
he was picked to lead USDA by President Barack Obama. Vilsack served
throughout the Obama administration.
Farm Bureau congratulated Vilsack on his confirmation. American Farm
Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall said Vilsack brings with him “a
track record of leadership and previous experience at USDA.”
“Secretary Vilsack and I have spoken several times in recent weeks about
opportunities and challenges facing America’s farmers and ranchers, and I
look forward to close collaboration,” Duvall said. “We have a lot of work to do
as we overcome obstacles created by the COVID-19 pandemic. We must
commit to resuming CARES Act programs and continue to build on advances
made in trade. We must move forward on the successes made in climatesmart practices while seeking partnerships to ensure new environmental
policies remain market-based and voluntary. We also recognize the
importance of strengthening the farm bill and bringing broadband to every
community in America.”
.
Pa. Counties Included in Disaster Designations for Drought, Frost and
Freeze
Farmers in 28 Pennsylvania counties may be eligible for federal disaster relief
to assist with losses due to one or more weather events in 2020.
There are 25 Pennsylvania counties included in a pair of disaster
designations related to drought conditions that occurred last summer and fall.
Meanwhile, six counties—including three that were covered by the
designations for drought—were included in disaster designations related to
frost and freeze last spring.
A Secretarial disaster designation from the U.S. Department of Agriculture
means that eligible farmers in those counties will able to apply for assistance
from USDA’s Farm Service Agency, including emergency loans.
Farmers in Armstrong, Blair, Cambria, Cameron, Center, Clarion, Clearfield,
Clinton, Elk, Forest, Huntingdon, Indiana, Jefferson, Lycoming McKean,
Mifflin, Potter, Union, and Warren counties can apply for relief related to
losses due to drought June 1, 2020, through Nov. 30, 2020. Farmers in
Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Perry, and York counties can apply
for relief related to losses due to drought June 1, 2020, through Nov. 17,
2020.
Farmers in McKean, Susquehanna, Warren and Wayne counties, can apply
for relief related to losses due to freeze and frost that occurred between April
1 and June 1, 2020. Farmers in Potter and Tioga counties, can apply for relief
related to losses due to freeze that occurred between April 15 and June 1,
2020.
For more information about assistance, contact your FSA county office or visit
farmers.gov/recover.

Do you have a Business?
Would you like to advertise in the Newsletter?
The Adams County Farm Bureau would love for you to advertise
in their newsletter. A full page ad cost $100.00, half page ad cost
$60.00, and a quarter page cost $40.00 per newsletter.
Your ad will be seen by all Adams County Farm Bureau Members.
Contact Deb Stock at edstock1005@gmail.com

Nationwide is on your side. Visit a Nationwide Agent today!
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