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Plan to attend the Annual Meeting
The Adams County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting is slated for
Sunday, August 15, 2021. It will be held again at the York Springs
Lions Pavilion, 406 Main St., York Springs, Pa. 17372 starting at 1:00
pm.. The meal will be from Three Hogs in Hanover. Cost will be
$15.00 per person. Paper products and water will be provided. Please
bring a dessert to share and a drink for your family if you don’t want
water.
Contact secretary, Deb Stock if you plan to go by August 9, 2021. Pay
when you get there. Please let the secretary know whether you are
coming so she can order enough food for everyone. Call or text Deb at
717-476-5921 or email her at edstock1005@gmail.com.
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There will be one scholarship recipient this year. The winner will be
announced at the annual meeting.

Christine Demas
301-471-0336

Due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus, the Adams County Farm Bureau Board
has not been able to meet at the Ag Center. Because of this, they have been
meeting at various members homes to conduct business. If you wish to
attend a meeting, please contact secretary Deb Stock at
edstock1005@gmail.com and she will send you an invite to the next meeting
and where it will be attended.
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Looking for a few good policies
One of Farm Bureau’s main activities is policy development. Members
who have ag-related issues on their own farms or in their communities
present ideas for policy development.
While policies are not laws, they’re supported by either our state Farm
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Bureau in Harrisburg or at the national level by American Farm Bureau
Federation in Washington, D.C.
Policies address topics ranging from wetland management and rightof-way management to wild game management and animal health.
Please think of any issues that might be addressed by a Farm Bureau
policy, contact Sally Scholle @ 717-359-9472
We made membership for this year. Time to start thinking of others who
would be interested in becoming a member. And don’t for get to renew your
membership!

Calendar of Events
From the State
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1- Board meeting
4- Independence Day
12-16- New member sign
up week
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2- Board Meeting
6- Labor Day
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CAMP HILL — Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s (PFB) State Board of Directors has hired
Michael L. Stolitca, Jr. as the organization’s chief administrative officer.
The chief administrative officer serves as a bridge between PFB’s Board of Directors
and professional staff. In that role, Stolitca will lead the staff and day-to-day
operations of PFB, PFB Member Services Corporation, and the Pennsylvania Friends
of Agriculture Foundation. He started in the role April 19.
“I am excited for the opportunity to serve an organization that is recognized as a
leader in Pennsylvania agriculture,” Stolitca said. “I look forward to working with
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau’s grassroots leaders across the state to build upon the
organization’s past successes to reach a stronger future.”
Stolitca comes to PFB from the agricultural equipment industry. Before joining PFB,
he was regional sales manager for Kubota and previously served as district sales
manager for New Holland Agriculture. Stolitca has a bachelor’s degree in government
and legal studies from Bowdoin College and a master’s degree in agricultural
economics from Penn State University. He grew up on a family farm in Westmoreland
County.
“It is clear that Michael brings with him to PFB a passion for agriculture and positive
vision for the future,” PFB President Rick Ebert said. “We look forward working with
him to grow the organization and strengthen its role as an effective and influential
voice for Pennsylvania farmers.”
HELLAM TWP. — Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB) is urging the Pennsylvania
General Assembly to adopt legislation that would expand opportunities for farmers to
partner with conservation district staff in their communities on locally focused projects
that protect natural resources and improve water quality.
During a news conference today at Flinchbaugh’s Orchard & Farm Market in Hellam
Township, York County, PFB voiced support for Senate Bill 465. The legislation
would create a new Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP), providing
funding and technical support to expand on-farm conservation practices throughout
Pennsylvania, including high-priority areas such as the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.
“As stewards of the land, Pennsylvania farmers know that protecting the environment
and natural resources is vital to the success and future of our farms and
communities,” said PFB President Rick Ebert, a farmer from Westmoreland County.
“Farmers in the Keystone State have been leaders in implementing practices to
improve water quality, but we know there is more to be done. Many of the
investments needed are too costly for farms to afford on our own, especially in a
difficult farm economy. Senate Bill 465 would provide much needed support for
farmers to work with our conservation partners to grow our conservation efforts.”
Ebert was joined at the news conference by state Sen. Gene Yaw, the prime sponsor
of Senate Bill 465; Shannon Gority, executive director of the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation’s Pennsylvania office; and host farmer Andrew Flinchbaugh, who is a
leader in farm conservation work and was one of several farmers who helped advise
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of hope.
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The most wasted of all

the development of Pennsylvania’s plan to meet federally mandated goals for
reducing nutrient and sediment pollution in the Chesapeake Bay by 2025.
“Agriculture is looked to for significant reductions to meet pollution reduction goals for
the Chesapeake Bay and other major watersheds in the state,” Yaw said.
“Nevertheless, almost one-third of our commonwealth’s streams do not meet
standards for drinking, fishing or recreation, and agriculture remains one of the
largest sources of impairment. To meet the challenges, I have again introduced
legislation to establish an Agricultural Conservation Assistance Program.”
“We haven’t met a farmer that didn’t want to leave the farm better than when they
found it. Increasingly, farmers want conservation to be part of their legacy,” Gority
said. “We all want agriculture to succeed, and farmers can succeed with the right
amount of resources and technical assistance to finish the job. Our economy, health,
heritage, and quality of life depend on it.”
The proposed ACAP would work similarly to the State Conservation Commission’s
Dirt and Gravel Roads program. Funding would be distributed to county conservation
districts throughout the commonwealth using a formula that benefits all parts of the
state while directing additional resources to areas with the greatest opportunity for
improvement. Conservation districts would then partner with farmers and landowners
in their communities to complete the conservation projects that make the most sense
locally. The bill allows the program’s funding to come from multiple sources, including
federal and state dollars and private investment.
“The strategies I use to protect water quality on my farm in the Ohio River Watershed
aren’t necessarily the same practices that would be most beneficial here in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed,” Ebert continued. “The ACAP puts decision making in
the hands of the people who know best which conservation practices would have the
most benefit in their communities: Local farmers and conservation leaders. This
locally focused approach will help ensure that our state’s investments in water quality
will be as effective as possible.”
A bill supported by Pennsylvania Farm Bureau that would identify opportunities to
expand high-speed internet infrastructure is moving forward in the state House of
Representatives.
The state House Consumer Affairs Committee approved Senate Bill 442 with a 23-2
vote, sending the measure to the full chamber for consideration. The state Senate
passed the bill in May.
The legislation, sponsored by Sen. Kristen Phillips-Hill of York County, would direct
the state Department of General Services to compile a list of state-owned assets that
be used to host technology to expand broadband access.
Increasingly, broadband access is becoming critical to agriculture, business and daily
life but many rural areas in Pennsylvania lack adequate service. That digital divide
was especially highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic, when many essential
aspects of daily life such as work, education and medicine moved online putting
residents in areas where service is lacking at a disadvantage.
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau believe a multi-pronged approach is needed to expand
high-speed internet access in Pennsylvania and examining state assets that could
assist in broadband deployment is just one of those steps.
A Pennsylvania Farm Bureau-supported bill that would expand insurance coverage of
various treatment options for Lyme disease and similar tick-borne illnesses has been
passed by the state House of Representatives.
House Bill 1033, sponsored by Rep. Kathy Rapp of Warren County, now heads to
the Senate for consideration following the 136-66 vote by the House.
The bill would require health insurance plans to cover longer courses of treatment for
Lyme disease and other tick-borne illnesses if prescribed by a patient’s health care
provider. PFB believes that given the difficulty in detecting and treating Lyme
disease, insurance plans should cover the treatment that health care professionals
believe will be most effective, even if that means a long-term regiment of antibiotics.
Pennsylvania has the highest reported cases of Lyme disease in the nation and
farmers are especially susceptible as they spend lot of time outdoors in areas where
there are likely to be ticks.
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In response to concerns raised by Farm Bureau and other organizations, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service is walking back a
plan to restrict how producers may harvest cover crops and remain compliant with
conservation practice standard.
NRCS had proposed updating its conservation practice standard to prohibit
mechanical harvesting of cover crops for hay, silage or other biomass uses.
However, the agency announced earlier this month that it would not make that
change, citing concerns raised by Farm Bureau and others that the restriction would
present challenges to producers who use the conservation practice.
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau submitted comments to NRCS in April outlining concerns
over the proposal.
“Application of this standard would virtually prohibit management of cover crops in
any way that would enable farmers to use their crops for marketing or as a source of
feed for animals,” PFB wrote. “While engagement of ‘commercial’ production of cover
crops has not been a universally accepted practice in the field of nutrient
management, more recent studies have emerged to suggest that alternative methods
for management and more sustained growth with timely dressing and harvesting of
cover crops may provide greater efficiency in nutrient management and
environmental benefit than more traditional production of cover crops with no
harvesting.”
PFB cited studies from Penn State and Iowa State that found potential for cover
crops to be produced for harvest while also improving environmental benefits.
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not so much where we
stand as in what
direction we are
moving.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.

The probability of
someone watching
you is proportional to
the stupidity of your
actions.
The beginning is the
most important part
of any work.

Do you have a Business?
Would you like to advertise in the Newsletter?
The Adams County Farm Bureau would love for you to advertise
in their newsletter. A full page ad cost $100.00, half page ad cost
$60.00, and a quarter page cost $40.00 per newsletter.
Your ad will be seen by all Adams County Farm Bureau Members.
Contact Deb Stock at edstock1005@gmail.com

Nationwide is on your side. Visit a Nationwide Agent today!
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