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BE SAFE!

Farming is a profession of hope. 
                      Brian Brett


The most wasted of all days is one without laughter.
                                      


The greatest mistake you can make is to be continually fearing that you’ll make one
                                       Elbert Hubbard

Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow; it only sap today of its strength
                       A.J. Cronin
 

Kindness is one thing you can’t give away. It always comes back
                      George Skolsky


“You’ll have true happiness when you live to give, not to get.
                              Noa Shaw



Living is the art of getting used to what we didn’t expect
                 Eleanor Wood


Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround us every day
                Sally Koch


In the face of uncertainty, there is nothing wrong with hope.
                   Bernie Siegel



No day in which you learn something is a complete loss
                       David Eddings



Love doesn’t make the world go round. Love is what makes the ride worthwhile.
               Franklin Jones


The most sincere compliment we can pay is…Attention .
                  Walter Anderson

	
Local News First!
Adams County ActivityAdams County’s
SAFEMARK DEALER
John J. Hess
200 Tall Oaks Road
Gettysburg, PA. 17325
717-334-8553


Local farmers working together

Welcome New Members: Jefferson James cook, Meredith Herr, Jennifer Pohlman, Kate Murphy, Janet Biden, and Brian Barham
Annual Meeting/Picnic
This year’s Annual Meeting/ Picnic will be held on August 17, 2025 at the York Springs Lions Pavilion again. The address is 406 Main St., York Springs, PA. 17372. Guest speaker will be Lt. Michael Burns from the Pennsylvania State Police. Also, the winner of the Arthur B Musselman Scholarship will be awarded.  The organization will provide fried chicken, paper goods and water. Please bring a covered dish, (sides or dessert). The ice cream truck from the Hunterstown Ruritans will be there too. Hope to see you there.

Chicken BBQ
The Adams County FB scholarship Chicken BBQ, which was held on May 17, 2025 was a huge success. We sold 300 chicken dinners with a profit of $2324.06. All the proceeds will go towards the scholarship fund were we will be awarding A $2000.00 scholarship.


The monthly Board Meetings will be held July 3, August 7, and September 4, at the Ag Center, 670 Old Harrisburg Rd., Gettysburg, PA. 17325, starting at 7:30 pm.


WE are looking for a few good policies
One of the Farm Bureau’s most important activities is policy development. Members of each county Farm Bureau submit ideas and suggestions regarding issues that affect the farming community. These ideas are written as resolutions and voted on at the county annual meeting in November. Topics cover a wide range of ag issues including wetland management, wild game, commodities, animal health, vehicles, health and safety, taxes and water quality. If an issue involves agriculture in any way, it can be developed for policy.
After the county meeting, voting delegates from each county attend the state annual meeting and decide by majority vote which resolutions will be adopted as Pennsylvania Farm Bureau policy. While policies are not laws, they’re supported legislatively by the Farm Bureau at either the state or national level.
Ideas, issues and topics can be submitted at any time of the year via anyone on the county Farm Bureau board of directors or to policy chair Sally Scholle at 717-359-9472.

Renew Your Membership Now!
Reminder: July starts the new membership drive! Farm Bureau affects so many areas besides crop and livestock farmers. The policies that are passed and brought to the attention of the Pennsylvania legislators affect so many people from wineries, horse owners, to produce owners and sellers to commodity companies. If you know someone that isn’t but should be a member, ask them to join, the Farm Bureau is there to help all the agricultural community. You can renew your membership by mail or online at PFB.com

There is an opening for a Board Member. If you are interested in sitting on the Board, contact President Brian Davis at 717-528-4485.
  
Agricultural Plans Can Be Costly, but You Can Apply to Get Money Back!

Are you interested in getting reimbursed for having Agricultural Erosion and Sediment Control Plans, Conservation Plans, Manure Management Plans, or Nutrient Management Plans written for farms that you own or rent? The Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts (PACD) may be able to give you money back for having these plans developed!
Pennsylvania state law requires farms to have certain agricultural plans. If you plow, till, or plant (including no-till) more than 5,000 square feet, you are required to have an Agricultural Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (Ag E&S Plan) or Conservation Plan. If you have any livestock or import manure, you are required to have a Manure Management Plan, a Nutrient Management Plan, or Nutrient Balance Sheets.
It is important to have current agricultural plans for your farm, know what is written in the plans, and keep the documents in a place that you can easily find them. If someone submits a complaint about your farm or you are chosen for an agricultural inspection, you are expected to have a copy of your agricultural plans available for review. Having agricultural plans and implementing them gives written documentation of what you do on the farm, and it ensures that you are following all applicable regulations. One way to get agricultural plans is by hiring someone in the private sector to write the plans.
If you don’t have agricultural plans or have old plans that need to be updated, PACD is running an agricultural plan reimbursement program. Per plan, you can be reimbursed up to $1,500.00 or 80% of the cost of the plan, whichever is lower. A 20% match is required from the applicant. You can apply for reimbursement for multiple plans, but a landowner/operator can only apply for up to $6,000.00 in total. PACD takes applications on a first come, first served basis, so reach out to the Adams County Conservation District if you are interested in applying for reimbursement! Give us a call at (717) 334-0636 or email Anastasia Miller at amiller@adamscountypa.gov to discuss this opportunity.

Anastasia Miller, Chesapeake Bay Technician at the Adams County Conservation District

Dairy Extension Program Specialist

Penn State has welcomed Dr. James Lawhead as the newest Dairy Extension Program Specialist. Prior to joining the extension team, Jim was a practicing veterinarian at Millerstown Veterinary Associates, covering much of Perry and Juniata Counties. Most of his work was with dairy farms. Throughout his career and his business as a veterinarian. In his continuing education, Jim emphasizing training in dairy cattle nutrition, reproduction and general dairy herd management.
As a Dairy Extension Specialist, Jim is available to help dairy farmers and veterinarians across the state. His background gives him a wide array of experience on a range of dairy farm sizes and management. He is open to helping in many ways including facilitating Dairy Profit Teams, helping to investigate productivity or profitability issues on the farm or to develop an educational meeting.
Penn State Extension has a wide array of programs to support our community and agriculture. Extension is there to help with animal agriculture, cropping, horticulture, water quality, food safety and family health and well-being. You can visit: http:/extension.psu.edu/about-us to learn more about all the programs available. Jim can be reached at 717-275-5388 or at jbl5606@psu.edu

MAKE AMERICA HEALTHY AGAIN (MAHA)
· MAHA Commission Report Released: On May 22, the MAHA Commission released an assessment to deliver upon President Trump’s Executive Order that established the MAHA Commission and tasked it with delivering a “Make Our Children Healthy Again Assessment,”  to examine the key drivers behind the childhood chronic disease crisis. Unfortunately, the report failed to adhere to science-based and peer-reviewed research regarding EPA-approved pesticides. We were disappointed in the Administration’s endorsement of a report that says it trusts farmers, but yet criticizes the methods used to provide nutritious and affordable food to families. Please email Bailey Fisher at bmfisher@pfb.com for talking points. 
[bookmark: _Hlk193461561]USDA
· Rick Ebert of Westmoreland County Appointed as State FSA Executive Director: Rick Ebert was appointed State Executive Director for the Farm Service Agency in Pennsylvania. A farmer from Blairsville, PA, he previously served as President of Pennsylvania Farm Bureau from 2014 to 2022. He also served on the American Farm Bureau board of directors from 2018 to 2022. The Ebert family has a diversified farm operation of beef, sheep, and vegetables. We look forward to working with Ebert in his new role, and hope to see the State FSA Committee appointed shortly. 
APPROPRIATIONS
· [bookmark: _Hlk193461645]House Appropriations Committee Releases Markup Schedule: On May 21, the House Appropriations Committee released the fiscal year 2026 (FY26) markup schedule. Subcommittee markups will begin June 5, 2025. The agriculture bill will be considered in the subcommittee on June 5 with a full committee markup of the bill expected June 11. 
ANIMAL HEALTH / BIOSECURITY
· New World Screwworm (NWS) Update: As the threat of NWS rises, USDA is cracking down on measures to prevent NWS from invading the U.S. again. NWS was eradicated in the U.S. in 1966. NWS is a species of parasitic flies that is known for its larvae eating the living tissue of warm-blooded animals. They are eradicated by distributing sterile flies into their environment. Having said this, Representative Gonzales and Senators Cornyn and Cruz have introduced the Strengthening Tactics to Obstruct the Population of Screwworms (STOP Screwworms) Act, which would direct the USDA to begin construction on a new sterile fly production facility in the United States to combat the growing NWS outbreak. Additionally, Secretary Rollins made the decision to halt cattle, bison, and horses from being allowed through the ports of entry along the southern border on May 11 in response to NWS. 
State Conservation Commission Approves 2025-26 ACAP Allocations

The State Conservation Commission (SCC) approved FY 2025-26 allocations to county conservation districts at its May meeting. The ACAP enabling legislation, enacted in 2022 with the support and advocacy of Farm Bureau and other agriculture and environmental community organizations, contains several parameters for how these funds are utilized, including:

· An allowance for SCC Administrative Expenses (up to 4% of funding available).
· An allowance for SCC Contractual Services (up to 4% of funding available). 
· A requirement that funds apportioned (committed under agreement) to conservation districts must be utilized within 2 years of receipt. 
· A requirement to reapportion unutilized funds to other districts consistent with the apportionment criteria under the ACAP law.

The FY 2025-26 state budget includes an anticipated appropriation of $50 million of state dedicated funds to the Clean Streams Fund, as a result of successful advocacy for such funding by Farm Bureau and the aforementioned allied organizations. ACAP is planned to receive a large share of this fund, with a proposed yearly amount of $35.75 million available for ACAP going forward. The FY 2025-26 also includes a proposed additional amount of $3.146M of interest funds bringing the total to $38.896 million available for ACAP in the coming fiscal year.

Given the parameters above, the SCC proposed and approved the following allocation and methodology for those funds:

· Four percent (4%), or $1,555,840, will be reserved for SCC administration purposes and will be utilized for program staff and other administrative needs.
· Four percent (4%), or $1,555,840, will be reserved for SCC contractual purposes for contractual support expenses incurred by the Commission (e.g., contractual services from Penn State, private sector engineering, non-profit partners, etc.). 
· The remaining funds or $35,784,320 will be allocated to the counties based on the four-apportionment criteria formula under the enabling legislation including:
· Miles of agriculturally impaired streams; 
· Acres of cropland;
· Number of farms;
· Number of livestock and poultry, in animal equivalent units (AEU’s).
· The four apportionment criteria in the ACAP law will be equally weighted in the apportionment formula. 
· A minimum allocation per county will be set at $300,000. 
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Do you have a Business? 
Would you like to advertise in the Newsletter?

The Adams County Farm Bureau would love for you to advertise in their newsletter. A full-page ad cost $100.00, half page ad cost $60.00, and a quarter page cost $40.00 per newsletter.
Your ad will be seen by all Adams County Farm Bureau Members. Contact Deb Stock at edstock1005@gmail.com





 
[image: nationwide]	Nationwide is on your side. Visit a Nationwide Agent today!
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Are You Turning 
65 This Year  
and Going  
on Medicare?


Choosing your  
Medicare plan can  
be overwhelming.  
It can be hard to  
figure out what  
you want, or more  
important, what  
you need.


Farm Bureau’s experienced 
and trained staff are ready to 
help. At no cost to you, we can: 


•	 Answer your questions 
•	 Explain and compare options
•	 Work within your budget
•	 Help with informed Medicare 	
     coverage decisions


Knowledgeable. Helpful. Dedicated.
To check availability in your county call 800.522.2375.


Health Services
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Having the safety talk with your kids
fsn't just important —it’s essential.
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in Adams County!

A“QJDO

e Hegig

855-626-4088 | ShipleyEnergy.com/PFB





image7.png
Barlow Ag Service & Sales, Inc.
676 Barlow Rd., Gettysburg, PA 17325 » (717) 334-B418 » www.barlowagservice.com
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SPECIALTIES, LLC

EQUIPMENT AND MORE

Local Small Tractor and Implement Supplier Located in Biglerville, PA

Call: 717-253-1736 for Wayne or 717-752-7837 for Aaron

Speca g in:

e Dirt Dog Attachments ( Box Scrapers, Landscape Rakes, Tillers, Mowers)
e Danuser ( Intimidator Post Pullers, Pounders, Augurs)
o Ideal ( Trailer Movers, 3pt Attach, ATV/UTV Accessories)
e Baumalight ( Stump Grinders, Forestry Mulchers)
e If You Have a Need, We Can Get a Price!

DIRT DO




